TAAAL LUN;-WOETe arainage di1strict acquired land upon which there
are delinquent state, county, school and road taxes, it
takes such land subject to the taxes, which may be
enforced by such political subdivision if nnt r8id.

September 14, 1934,

¥r, H, A, Wright,
Clarence, Missouri,

Dear Sir:

We are
which you inquire ae

nowledging receint of your letter in
ollows:

nthe ago one of the asgistant
generale wrote a letter to

y, Secretary of Valley Drainage
, 2advising him that drainage

8 do not have to pay state and
axes on lands taken over by

the district. Since a drainage district

icipal cornoration," etec.

"One of| the Sunervisors of Valley Drain-
age District asked me today to inquire
of you for the Sunervisors of t:is dis-
trict ether the district would be
liable for state and county taxes on
land which they will most certainly

have to| take over in the next few weeks
because of delinguent taxes and on which
land state and county taxes are delin-
quent w.

"In other worde, the Supervisors want
to know whether, in suing for delin-
quent drainage taxes and having the
land sold for such drainage taxes and
having $o buy in the land for the dis-
trict, they are chargeable with delin-
quent state and county taxes.

"The letter written from your office
and referred to above wns dated Dec.
29, 1933, and addressed to W. 0. Jack-
son, Atforney at Butler, Miscouri., It
seems to me that Attorney General Gil-
bert Lanb is the one who sent that
letter gonstruing this drainage law in
regard to state and county taxes."

Cn December 29, 1933, this Department issued an
opinion to Mr. W. O/ Jackson, Prosecuting Attorney at Butler,




¥r. H, A. Wright, e September 14, 1934,

Miesouri to the efifect that the drainage district 4id not
have to nay taxes pn land while it was owned and held

by them for the repson that under Section 9743, R, S,

Ho, 1929, the properties of a municipal cornoration are
exempt from taxatipn, and a drainage district is a
municipal corporation under Section 8 of Article X

of the Constitution of Missouri.

We also ed in that opinion that if there
were delinquent state, county, school and road taxes
against the land at the time it was acquired by the
drainage district, the drainage district took the land
subject to the pri T lien of those taxes. Section
10764, R, S. Mo. 1929, among other thinge, provides:

"All drainage taxes provided for in
this artiple, together with all penal-
ties for default in payment of the same,
all costs in collecting the same, ine
cluding al reasonable attorney's fee,
to be fixed by the court and taxed as
costs in the action brought to enforce
paysent, phall, from date of filing
the certificate hereinafter described
in the office of the recorder of deeds
for the cpunty wherein the lands and
propertiep are situate, until peid,

constitute a lien, to whieh og;¥ the
g ’

ien of the st te_for gener te -
county, sehool and road taxee sh
be paramount, upon all the ]lands and

pnther nroper AT ] 'hih SUGL

taxes shall be levied, ®%%% =

In answer| to your letter, therefore, it is our
opinion that if it| becomes necessary for your drainage
district to take over land for the district on which
there are del inquent state, county, school and road
taxes, the distriet takes the land subject to the
paramount lien of those taxes, and unless those taxes
are discharged by the district the political subdivi-
sion involved might, by proper nroceedings, enforce
its lien agnainst the 1and in question,

Very truly vours,

FRANK W, HAYES,

Al }mﬂ %M/ : Assistant Attorney General.

(ACTING)
Attorney General.
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