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MOTOR VEHICLES: R ght of City to license is not affected by 
I M tor Bus and Truck Law. 
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Session, page 99 , the las~ pa ragraph of 
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CONCLUSI ON. 

The right of the City of Trenton to ~ax a oity license 
is granted b y the a ove statute , s o long as said taz ia not la 
e~cess of one-third of the stat e l icense tax authorized by the 
stat e law in the cu r ent year of 1933. 

!his c1ty tax is a privilege ~~ and is ch? r ged f or the 
privil~ge of using b e city s~reets. flhen you ref er ~o •local 
owners' tn your re ~st and ask if a ci~y ~ax within the sta t utory 
limita~on is charg able agains~ local owners of aotor vehicles. 
our an wer i s yes. A tax on a local owner is not limited to real
dent o ers only , v , live within the city llmits, but also ·1s 
broad enough to inc ude as a •local owner• one who r esl des ~1thout 
the corporation li ta but maintai ns a per manent citus for businesl 
purposes wi thin t he ct t y and uses a motor vehicle 1J1 connection 
with said local cit business . On the other hand the law wou ld not 
recognize t hat one, not a loca~ r esident, operating a motor vehicle 
through and over th city streets of Tr enton on a regul ar schedule aT 
route , be a local wner within the apulication of a c1ty license 
tax or~inance. 

Tou state that the City of Trenton imposes a licenae tax 
on •all motor vehic ea• and we assuae tha t it is on such vehicles 
owned and operated n the str r ets of the City of Trenton aDd p ar
ticular ly by loca l r.ners . A motor bus or tract operat ed in i s sour.l, 
under and by virtue of a Certificate of Conveni ence aDd BecessltJ 
from the Public Se i ce Oommi esion, is a motor vehicle and if such 
is operated by looa owners and on t h e street s of the City of 
Tr entoi L such say 1 gally be within the purYiew of the City Ord1D
ance . Howev er, you letter deals in generalities and not with 
spec1f c fact s , con e auently, our opinion i s i n t he main relegated 
t o bro d prinoi pl PS of law, and we leave t o you the appl ying of suoh 
pr1nc1 l es of law t the f acts i n the individual case . In other 
words , if the facts show that owners of aotor vehicl es , which are 
operated under Cert f icates of Beces s lty and Convenienc e , have a 
l egal citus for t~ purpose• i n the City of Trenton and use the 
streets of the City as a terminal, then in our op i n ion the OitJ of 
Tr entop aay exact f om them a city lic ense ta% for the privilege of 
so using the street • Howev er, it suff i ces to say tha t if one city 
lioens~ is pa i d in ne pl ac e , then, of cour s e , that eliminates at 
all e~nts the nece s ity of pa yi ng another city license at another 
place. 
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