CONFEDERATE SGLD;ERS‘ HOWE - Compensation of treasurer of board
T of trustees.
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December 18, 1934,

H\\“
‘re HOy Do “illlams, F; LE
Boonville, iissouri,

Nesr Sir: -

A request for an opinion has been received from you
under deste of November 23, 1334, such requezt being in the fol-
lowing terme:

*The Board of the Confoderate Home has ssked
me to propound to your office the following
pguestion,

Can the Board fix t.e¢ selsry of the treasurer
unhamprered by atatute®

In explsnation I will say thet the 1§33 law re-
vemped the law spplicsble to the Confederate
Home and this questlon has arisen,”

I
_RIGHT CF TRIUASURIR TO COMPEN: ATION

A

R. 3. Missouri, 1929, Sections 13¢28 end 13929, as
repenled and re-enacted by laws of 1830, peage 3¥8, relate to
the organization and powers of the board of trustees of the con-
federate soldiers' home. In Seetion 13029 it 1s provided that
the bosrd of trustees "sha') elect ¢ * “ * treesurer from their
pumber®”, but thers 1s no srovislon fixing any definite compensa-
tion for sueh tressurer, !owever, it is apparent that trhls statute
contempletes thet the treasurer shell recsive soume com ens tion for
it provides that "the treasurer shell elso acl as secretary, without

additional compenestion therefor.”

This coneluszion is not impwned by snother provision of
feotion 12029 whieh provides thet "the me—bers of the boerd of Lrus-
teea shall rccelive no com-ensation” except necessary hotel and trav-
eling expenses, This prohibition agalinst eompenzation for thelr ser-
vieces as trustees could hardly mesn that s member of the hoard could
not reecive any eompensation for his services ss tressurer in view
of the provision of such section nuoted in the preceding peragrsph
hereof,




2, Mr, Yoy D. Williams. December 15, 1934

II
BY GBOY COMPINSATION OF TREASURER TOC BE FIXLD

“ince the statutes fix no definite compensstion for
the treasurer and since he may de entitled to compensution, some
person or entity must dbe authorized to fix the amount thereof,
and thet this power ig in tha board of trustees of the confeder-
ate soldiers® home is indiceted by the following statutory pro-
visions governing the powers of such boerd, whieh are sufficiently
broad to encompass such pover in the absence of esny specific statutes

"The control and menagement of the confederate
soldiers’ home, located at !!igginsville, shall
be vested in the bvosrd of trustees,” (Zec,l3528)

"Sald boerd of trustees shall have power and
suthority to make all necessary rulea and regu-
lations for the enntrol and meintenance of said
home"™ (fec.1392%)

In answer to your question as to whet'er or not the Bosrd
could fix the compensation of the treasurer "unhempoered by statute”
our ecnelusion is that no general statute would hamper tre exercise
of sueh power, but, of ecurse, it would be subjeet to the qualifica-
tions that (1) nn sppropriation is necessery for the ;s ment of sueh
compensation (note the appropriation made by the "ifty-seventh
General issembly, lLaws of 1.33, page 75, in which the sslary of the
tressurer ls specifically mentioned), and (?) sueh compensection must
be reascaedble in the light of the office involved.

In eonclusion it is our opinion thet the tressurer elected
by the board of trustees of the confederate soldiers' home may re-
ceive compensation for 's services as treasurer, thst the amount of
such ecompensation is not fixed by stutute, but is to be fixed by the
board of trustees of the econfederate soldiers' home, subjeet to the
li=mitation th-t the amount be reasonabdble,

Very truly vours,
EDWARD li, MILLER
Apsistant Attorney-General

APPROVEDS

ROY ¥eKITTRICK
Attorney-General




