
SCHOOLS I Employment o f teachers and number thereof disoretioner7 
with board -- contingent upon funds in posseaaion ~~ 
amount voted. 
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E. P. Weir, ~ . D. 
President of Sohool Boar4 
Meadville. M1aaour1 

Dear Doc tor Weir: 

!bia ia t o acknowledge 7our letter, a s tollowai 

· ~ e have Z3 avera&e d&il7 att endance 
i n digh School, only enough f or three 
high aohool teachers. Can we empl07 
another high achool teacher legall7 
and uae the achool tUilda to pa7 hia 
aalar7? Or the taxpayers money to 
emplo7 a aua1c teacher. I am anxioua 
to know so that we may be able to com­
plete our teaching at&tt.• 

I. 

Section ~20? R. s. o . 1929, proYidea in part aa 
tollowaa 

• •f.be board ahall have power to make all 
needful rule s and regulati ons tor the 
organisation. gra~g and governmeDt 
in their aohool d1atr1ct etc.• 

section 9 209 , Lawa of JUaaouri, 1933, page :SS7, pr ovidea 
in part aa tollowa: 

•The board aball have power, at a regular 
or apec1al meeting called a f t er the 
annual achool meeting, t o contract wit:b 
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and emplo7 1ega1lJ qualified teachera 
for and in the name or the 41att-ictJ 
• .. • • • • 411 transaction• or the 
board UDder this aeotion ~mat be record­
ed by and tiled w1 tb the d1atrio t clerk. • 

!hua, the management and control ot the aohool and 
eap1o~ent or the teacbera therein, is yeate4 in the board. 

II. 

Section 9213, R. s . Ao. 1 g2~, prov1dea: 

•T,ne board or d1reotora or board or educa­
tion ot &D7 achool diatriot i n thia s tate 
mar provide t or the gratu1 toua education 
ot peraona between f ive and a1x and o~er 
t wen t7 Je&r a or age, re a14en t in aucb. 
aohool diatr1ot. Such gratu1 toua eduoa­
'1oa, however, &ball be provided onl7 out 
or r evenuea derived bJ auch aGhool diatr1ct 
rroa aourcea other tban thoae 4eacribe4 ia 
aeot1on a, article XI ot the Conat1tut1on 
ot tbia atate, and onlJ with eo muoh or 
auch revenue• aa are not required tor tbe 
eatablia~ and .. 1nta1~ or tree 
publio aoboola 1D auoh aobool d1atr1cta 
tor the gratu1 toua i natruotJ.on ot peraona 
betwe• tlW agee or a1x and 'wen- rear• : 
.>rovided, that nothing 1n thia aection 
shall be conatrue4 aa atr ect1ng the baa1a 
or apportionment or the publ1o aohool tUD4 
ot th1a atate aa now t1xed b.J law.• 

section 11, Article X, Conat1tu,1on ot Miaaouri, pro• 
videa in part aa tollowaz 

•For achool purpoaea in d1atr1ota compoaed 
of c1t1ea which have one hundred t houaand 
inhabitants or more, the annua l rate on 
pr opert7 8hall not exceed aixty centa oa 
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the hundred dollar a Y&l ua t1on and 1Jl 
other diatriota torv cent• on"tlie­
liundl'ed doll&ra Y& vatloa s Pi'ovl4e4• 
'l'he aforeaald annual ra£eo tor aohool 
purpoaea ma7 be 1Doreaaed, in d1atr1cta 
torme4 ot oit1ea and towna, to an 
UIOunt not to excHd one dollar on the 
hUildred dollar a val uat1on, aDd in othv 
d1atr1ota to an aaount not to exMe4 
aixQ'-tive c•t• on the huadred 4ollara 
valuation, on the oonc11tion tbat a 
maior1'1 ot"""'Eb:e vo£era 11io aii"""iai-l?!:gr• 
•o lif at an-e!eotlon h'iTcr "£'0""deoldt e 
que • oft, vote tor aaicriiioriaae. * ~--;-••• 

Section 921,, R. s. Mo. 1929, prov14eaa 

•The board ot d1reotora ot •ch cl1atr1c t 
&bal l, on or betore ~· titteentb daJ ot 
M&J ot each year, torward to the count,­
clePk an eati~~~ate ot the a1110unt ot tUD4a 
neceaaary to auata1n the aoboola ot their 
diatr1ct tor the ti. .. required b7 law, 
or, When a longer term baa been ordered 
b7 the annual ••t1q, tor the u .. tbua 
decided upon, together w1 th auch other 
amount tor purcbaai~~g a1te, ereo tiaa 
builc:U.aga or .. etlDg bonded 1Ddeb~neaa, 
and i ntereat on aaae, •• •1 have be• 
legallJ ordered in ncb eat1-.te,. atoatiq 
cle&rlJ .the aaount dee .. d Mceaaar7 tor 
each tUDd, and the rate required to raiH 
aucb a.cnmt. • 

section g226, R. S. Mo. 1~, prov1dea: 

·~henever 1t ah&ll become neoeaaar7, in 
the judgmellt ot t he board or d1reotora 
or board or education ot &nJ aohool 
diatrict 1n thia atate, t o increaae the 
anDUal rate or ~tlon tor aohool 
purpoaea, or when &DJ tive reaidalt tax­
pa;yera or auch d1atr1ct shall pet1t101l 



auch board, 1n writing, tba t tb.Q de eire 
an 1ncreaae on the rate or taxatlOD• Noh 
board &ball determine the rate ot taxation 
neceaaaPy to be levied in auch diatrict 
within the maximum rates prescribed b.J the 
Conatitut1on tor auoh purpoaea, and aball 
aubmit to the votera ot aa1d achool diat rict, 
at an electi on to be b7 Nch board oallecl 
and be 14 tor tba t purpoae, at the ua.ual 
place or hol ding elections tor membera ot 
auch board, whether the rate or taxat1an 
be 1ncreaae4 a s propoaed by said boarcl, 
due notice havi ng been g1~en aa requ1re4 
b7 aect1on 9283; and if a majorit7 or tbe 
voters who are taxpa7ere voting at auab 
election on t he propoe1t1on to 1ncreaae 
1~ ahall vote 1n ravor or auch i ncrea .. , 
the reault or auch vote, and the rate of 
taxation 110 voted in auch di a t r1ct, shall 
be certified b7 the clerk or aecretary ot 
such bO&Pcl or district t o the ·clerk ot t~ 
count7 court ot the proper count7 • wh o ahal l , 
on tt. receipt thereof, proceed to aaae aa 
aDd carry out the amount ao returned. on t.M 
tax book a on all the kuble propert7 • real 
and peraoD&l, of auoh Mhool d.iatriot, aa 
ahown by the laat annual aaaesa•nt tor 
state and oolUlt7 purpoaea, including all 
atatementa or merclanta a a Jr ovided b7 law. • 

See alao, Kanaaa Cit7, Fort soott and llemphie Ra1lroacl 
Comp&nJ v. Chapin, 182 Mo. 409. 

It is thua aeen that the board or d1rec~r• or each 
diatrict aball eatimate the tunda neoeaa&r7 to auatain the 
aobool tor the enauing 7ear but Nid board ia lillited to tba 
amount or the eat1mate b7 the Oonat1tut1on and aa provided b7 
Section 928&, supra, it it become s neceaaar7 to increase the 
•JIDVAl rate ot taxation tor aohool purpoaea, then NOh ma.at be 
done b7 pet1Uon and aublllittecl to the voter• or the aehool 
d1,tr1ot. 
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CObiC.LUSIOJ. 

Hereinabove it was abown that the board ot directora 
bave t he manar.ment and control or the acbool: alao , the 
emplo7ing ot eaoh•ra; alao , t he oxtimati ng ot the amount ot 
tunda neoeaaaJ7 to auatain the aohool. It ia inouatbent 
upon the acbool board t o provide f or 8UCh needa (teacbera) 
ot the aohe>ol d1atr1ct, to t he end that gratu1toua instruc­
tion will be provided tor the pupila . The number ot teacbera 
to be ••plo7ed ia d1acret1onar,- with the board. Boweyer, 
the board ia l~ted to the number ot teachera it the eat1-
mate tor the p&Jing ot auch t•chera• wagea excee~ the 
amount ot t he tortJ-cent l eYJ on the one hundred c:lollara 
Y&luationJ in which eyent, must be voted. b y the t&xpa7era. 

There! ore. it a achool diatrict bas enough tma4a or 
Yotea more mone7 wit h which to employ additional teachera, 
then, in our opinion, auch teacher, or teaobera, may be emploJ­
e4 and tUDd.s expended tor theil' wagea. 

A PPR OVI!.D 1 

JLH &EG 

ROY lle Kifl'B iCI 
Attorn-.r-aeaeral. 

Jaaea L. BornBoatel 
Aasiatant Att orneJ•General. 


