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fhla 4epaztaeat la la reoetpt of JO~ letter dated 
JoYeaber 15,h, wbereta rou state , .. followlag: 

•the Cl'J of Mo~lJ (a Ql'J of •a• tD11"4 
Glaaa) dee1rea to ex\eod 'he Oo~pol"ate 
ltal ~ • • aDd we are annou to laow if ~hel'e 
ue &AJ llal •at1oAa that we av.at exe'l'clae 
ta this under\&k1Qc? 

It ia our ~ezat&D41DC 
Yo~e OAlJ, ts required; 
legal Yoters w1th1a tke 
L1a1 ts. 

tlaat a a&Jori tr 
that ta, of the 

preaea\ Ool'pol'a~e 

Ia t~ez• &aJ other p~oo~duze or pel"alaaton 
froa aar s ta'• Aa.iAle~ntloa aeceaa&I'J 
before thia extenaloa caa be aade7• • • •• 

Section 6120 8 . S. MO. 1929, proY14ea for the e~ten­
aion of clty lla1ta of oltles of the thl1"4 olaaa aDd reada 
tn part aa follows: 

•• • • • •rne aaror and couacll of euoh 
cltJ, wlth the consent of a •ajorltJ of the 
legal •ot.ra of such oltJ •otlag at &A elec­
tion thereof, shall baYe pow.r to extend the 
l1a1ta of the cltJ OYer territory adjacent 
t hereto, aad to dlmlnleh the liaita of the 
oltJ by excluding territory · therefrom, and 
aball, tn eYery oaae, h&Ye power, wtth the 
consent of the le al Yoters ae afores aid, to 
extend or dlm1n1ab the city l1m1ts 1n such 
manner aa 1o thelr Judgment and dlacr etloD 
may redound to the beDef1t of tbe clty.• 



J r. H. w. Tbomaa, Jr. - 2- arch aa, liM. 

fbe oaly llaltatton upon the power of the olty •o 
eztend ita ltatta t• that thia power be exerclaed reasonably. 
s uch waa the boldlag in the oaae of Copeland ••· !ne Oity of 
s t.Joaeph, 116 Ito. · 417. Ia tbta oue our Supreae Court quoted 
with approYal the follo•1AC eacerpt frea a declaloa of tbe 
supreae Oo~rt of !exaa: 

•• • • • ••UD4er the 4ecta1oaa of o.z SUpreme 
Couzt, we undera~4 the oorreot rule to be 
that the tacorporatloa •111 be held Y&lld, 
&.1 \ho11ib a reaaoaable UIOaAi of lud aot la 
actual occupatloa be lnolu4e4; but tf tAe 
eaoeaa be euch ... ta efteot, iO eY14•ace aa 
atteapte4 trau4 ~poa the law, aad terrltorJ 
be eabraoed tha t oaa aot fairlJ be teraed a 
part of the towa, lt wil l be &aaulle4.•• • • •• 

Ia the oaae of State ex tat. LaahleJ ••· Ol ty of 
aaplewoou, lil s. • · "9, we fiad a ••rJ oomprebeaaive dectaion 
reapectiA& power• of olttaa of the third olaea to extea4 their 
corporate llalta. fbe Court aade tne followtag statement aa to 
t he r easonable•••• of the ordinance ia that oaae, 1. o. 991: 

•we further hel4 la Parter ••· Jelaler, aupra, 
that aD ord1D&Doe exteadlng tAe corporate llalta 
of the cltJ to take ta cont11uoua tarrttorJ 
aulta~e for o1tJ purpoaea and denaelJ popula~ed, 
and already reoel•tag aanJ of the &dYaratagea of 
the c1 tJ • l a ae"·t~~l' uzu-eaaoaable aor tattqtd ' able. 
lblle 1 t l• 'ruo that 1a t•• oaae at bar tile 
terrt torJ tatea ta 1• aot daaeel7 pop\llated, 
a larse part of lt 1a aub41Y1~4 lato lota aad 
bloota1 aa4 t he eYldeaoa ••rr clearly eatabllebea 
ta&t the people ree1d1ng ta thta adjacent 
territorr had for aoaet t ae prlor to ~•• exteD­
atoa reoe1Yed a&DJ of the adYantagee of 'he 
olty, aa for lnatanoe ta the supply of water, to 
aoae es~ant aa to aewerqe ud clr&lnage, 8A4 
proteotlon agatnet flre . • • • •In abort, ouz 
conolualon on read~ DI the teatl~DJ ta 1n baraony 
with that arrtYed at bJ the learned trlal 3udge, 
tbat t t • a• a reaaonable exerc1ae of power on 
the part of 'he cltJ author tttea of Maplewood 
in extendiag tbe ll&lta of thA~ otty ao aa to 
t ate lu thte d1atr1ct.• 
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HOD. H. W. thoaaa, J~. -3- Karch 22, 193<6. 

ftoa rour laqul~J we tate 1 t tba.t rov ot. tr la oae 
operating unde~ the general atatutee of ot.tlea of tbe third 
olaaa aod la not organtse4 or operatlq ude~ &TlJ apeol&l 
cha.r ter. 

COJCJ., ' '~~ ~':. 

It 1a therefore the o~lnioa of ihla office that 
section 8730 R. s. Mo. li29, oootrola t~• eateaaloD of cltJ 
llaits of ol,lee of the th1~4 olaea, aad that 10 lo., aa the 
po• era there glvea aze eaerolaed ln a reaeoaable aaaaer the 
Court• wlll aot iaterfere wl th the ut1ou taken lA acoor4anoe 
therewith. 

APPROVED I 

ROY Moll TTJUCX 
Attorney Qeaeral. 
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ReapeottullJ aubaltte4, 

BARRY G. WAl.!IEB, JR. 
Ae alataa\ A\\oraer Oeaeral . 
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