
' 

MrToR VEHICLE ~ICENSE FEES : License fee for trailers and s emi -srailera 
should be based on live load capacity of such trailer or semi- trailer • 

. ..__ 

December 19, 1934. I FJLt:l" 

ff 
Mr . v. H. Steward, 
Commi ssioner of Motor Vehicles, 
secretar y of s tate 's Office , 
Jerterson City, Missouri. 

Dear Sir: 

Thi s department is in receipt or your letter 
of December 4 requesting an opinion as t o the following 
state or facta: 

"Some questi on has arisen aa 
to the proper method ot computing 
license fees, and the amount ot 
license tee t hat should be pai4 
and collected for trailers an4 
semi-trai lers, proTided for under 
s ection 7761, page 98, Laws ot 
Ulssouri, Extra Session 1933-1934." 

Seot1on 7761, Laws of Mo. Extra Session 1933-34, 
at page 100, proTides in part aa follows: 

"For each trailer there shall be 
paid a tee equal to one-halt (i) 
or tha t proT1ded for commercial 
motor vehicles and for each semi­
trailer t here shall be ~aid a fee 
e qual to one- quarter (!) ot t hat 
proTided for commercial motor 
Tehicles, according to the liTe 
load capacitz or such trailer-Qr 
semi-trailer." 

In order t o determine the question her e before us, 
it is necessary to define the phrase "live load capacity". In 
38 Corpus Juris, p . 70 t he phr ase "liTe load capacity is 
defined aa follows : 



- . .. .. 
. -a-

"Ot a chassis or truck, the 
amount ot freight it will carry, 
excluaiYe ot the weight ot t he 
chassis and body." 

Deo. 19, 19M • 

In the case 6t Oldtield v. International Motor Company, 
115 A. 632, the Court had before 1t a ques~ion involvi ng a 
warranty ot "live load capacity". The Court said: 

"**•Aa it is conceded t hat the 
'live load capacity' ot a chassis 
or truck means the amount ot 
treight it will carry, exclusiYe 
ot the weight ot the ohassia and 
body, and as the contract expressly 
guaranteet t hat the chassis would' 
have a live load capacity ot 10,000 
pounds, it 1s equally apparen1 
t hat it t he chaasia or truck in 
question did not have the capacity 
so spec1tied and guaran~eed it was 
not a compliance with the ~erma ot 
the cont ract.•**" 

CONCLUSION 

In view ot the foregoing, it 1s the opinion ot this 
department t hat by reason ot · Section 7761, Laws ot Mo. Extra 
Session 1933-34, page 9i-l00, t he license teo t hat should be 
paid and collected tor trailers and semi-trai lers should be 
base4 a ccording to t he live load capacity ot auch t r a iler or 
semi-trailer, the •live loa d capaci~" being the am~t ot 
treigh~ the trailer or semi-trailer nould carr y exclusive ot 
the weight ot the chassis and body. 

JWH: AH 

APPROVED: 

ROY kcldT'i'Rick, 
Attorney General. 

RespectfUlly submitted, 

.TOHN W. HOP'FIIAN , Jr. , 
Aaaia~ant Attorney General 


