
SHERIFF: County is not liable for 
supplies purchased by 
sheriff to be used in 
courthouse unle$S the jail 
is in such courthouse and 
such Sl pplies are for use in 
said jail and deemed necessary 
by said sheriff for the proper 
administration of said jall. 

I · b I 

Jaaua ry 3 0, 1934. 

Mr. Wal,er G. S'illwell, 
A'torne7-at-law, 
Hannibal, llissouri. 

Fl LED 
! j ) 

Dear Mr. S'1llwel1:-

We laa'Ye 7our letter ot October 21 1 1933, ill which •s 
conta1ne4 a reques' tor an opinion as follows: 

"I ha'Ye been nquea•ed b7 \he Coun'7 Court of 
KariOD. Cowat7, lliaaour1 1 to ob~la an opinion of 70ur 
ottice on the following question: 

•sa. tille ago the Shcift of llarioa Coun'7 
p\U"Chase4 troa U&e Qerao Jlaaur&o\urillg CoapaJa7 
ot st. Louie, certain suppli• which were aJlC1 
are beiJIC utU1se4 u4 uae4 1Ja ~· oour'Ulouae 
in the BauilMll Court ot eo..oa Pleas at BaDD1bal. 
Tbe Gerao Ma•taewriD& CoapQ7 hM presell M4 
their b Ul to tile Coau Court aDd tbe7 4esire 
70ur opinioa as to whether or JlOt the Sheriff oan 
puruaae aupplie• w be u•4 1a COUDt7 BuildiDC• 
aD4 the 11abili 'J' ot the Cout7 therefore'." 

!be aole questiOil whioll presents i teelt here is whether 
or DOt the aher1tt Ul4 Qe po•r 1a tie instance to purchase at the 
couat7 expense auppliea to be uaed in 1ihe courthouse. 

SecUoa 10'18, Re'Yieed Statute• of Miesouri, 1921, pro'Yi4es 
aa follows: 

"Sec. 20Y8. SHALL COB'l'ROL COURft PROPJBTY.­
!'be said court ahall ha'Ye control am manaa-nt 
ot the proper~, real an4 persoDal1 belongins to 
the cou11t7, aid shall ha'Ye powr aDd au 1hori t7 
to purchaae, leaae or reeei'Ye ~7 donatioa &D7 

propert7, real or personal, tor the u• an4 'benefit 
of ~· oout7; to sa11 aD4 oauae to be coil .. ,.. 
an7 real utate, sooda or obattela belcmglDa to the 
oount7, appropriatiDC the prooee4a ot Slleh ale 'to 
the use ot the saM, aDd to audit an4 aettla al.l 
demallds aga inat ~he count)"." 



Walter .a. Stillwell--12 ~aDU8l"J' 30, 1934. 

Section 18'10• Re"fised S~tutea ot Ilia aour1, liS, pro­
"fidea as tollowa: 

"Sec. 1870. DUTIES Ol' SHElUl'J'S ... !he ••eral 
aberitfs ahall atten4 eacb court held ln their eOWDtiea, 
except where lt shall otherwise be directed b7 law; &114 
it ahe.ll be the dut7 of the otfioel' at'-acllng aD;J court 
to ~lllsh atattone17, tuel, aDd otller th1Dga neceaaar7 
tor Ule uae of the court whene"Jer orderecl b7 the court." 

!he former aeot1on plaoes t.be control ~ the cQurthouse 
in t.be banda o t Ule cou.at7 COlll"t and tile la t'-r aeot1on g 1Y •• the 
aher1tt the power ~ pu!Chaae suppl1M oD17 wben ordered b7 tile 
court to do ao. Slace Ule let~r abo'Ye quoted doee not aeatloa 
aJV" aucJl or4er, we auat p~eau.e ~hat there •• aone aa4 there~ 
r.are tlle aberift was not pzoperl7 auaorlzecl to purchase nola 
auppliea. 

I~ tbe supplies 1a queatton were tor ua• 1n tbe Jail, 
wb1oll Jli&ht well lte 1Jl the ooUI'tllouae, tbe law 1• lD t!all effect 
that it the slJerttt deeae4 Ute auppllea DeOesaar:r tor the proper 
ad~niatratiOD of ~· Jail he bad tbe power without autho~1sat1oa 
to purchase s- at the oov.at,- upenae. (See Ian a a a C1_,. S.l ~1'7 
Co. w. Laole4e CoUDt7, 20 S . W. 39~, l.c. Si8; a.rueader "fa. 
Vernon CoatJ, 216 Jlo. Iii). SlJloe auch taets do n~t, howeYer, 
appear in the abo•• quoted letter we ueed not pursue this u&].e • 

._ Supr-• Court ot Ktsaourl 1Jl tlla oaae ot Kanaaa 
Cl t7 D1e1nfect1n& ancl Mfg.- Co. ••· Bate. Couat,-, 2'3 Mo. soo, 
passed aquarel7 oa our present queatioa aa 1 t appaara hve. In 
that caae Judge J'aria who wro'-• t.be op1Dtoa ata'-4 at PlP 305-6 
aa folloa: 

"It 1a not doubte4 that ~- atawtea (Seoa, 11'1 aid 
157S, R. s. ltOt) aD4 She oouV\letioa thereof 1t7 tJUa 
court 1Jl a .... to aa .neat aaalopua (Barkre•der ... Veraon 
Couat7, 216 llo. 191) tunlah au'\borlt7 to a aherltt or a 
ooUD.t7 to punhaae IRIOll a:r,\1Clts aJI4 appltea aa are requ1a1 Se 
and aeoeaaar7 to keep u4 •1Ata1D tile oouat7 JaU •a goocl 
aD4 autt1o1ot eOD.dltloa aad npair.' But a"'h autbarit,-, 
absent an or4er of the OOWlt7 coun. whloh al&ht pro lao'"' 
•1 .. •ke Ilia ita apnt, would .,, •xtea4 'o pa.rohaaea •4• 
tor tile poor llo•M or Ule poor tara, the cuato4J ... oontrol 
ot which are Yeated 1t7 statute 1ll the C01Ult7 court, aDd not 
1a the aber11'1'. (Soc •. lZ~, B. s. 1901). Likew1u, !!!! 
cog~Y courS la b1 atatgte •eate4 with til• control ot tae 
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.o eo. 88 , avpn. 
~.~;..:=a~,~,•,a.:ra:o:.ownr.:!Jd~t'\1--o..llaa=-T•d~u~v~l.f-. 41aaaeoo 1 ate4 tr• oon-

uol ot •• prea1Ma and 1 a gen .. al one Wh1ob tbe 
aher1tt o••• to tbe o1J"ou1t ooun, to ~· probate eour~, 
and wea to 11le oout7 ooun 1taelt, t!loUS)l tbt latter 
ooun 1a the ltncral atatutor7 oon waot1nc, au41 tl~ aD4 
tiaoal apnoy ot tbe oout7. OlearlJ, auoh an or4er 
ehoul4 e1 tiles- 'be expreaa, or plallll.J laplltcl trca *• 
aeoeeeltlea of the a1tuat1on." 

Seot1ona 4.081 aJl4 1887, RtT1eec1 Statutea ot Miaaour1, 
1909, referred to 1ll the a'boTe q•oi •tlaa are su'ba~t1allJ aeot1oaa 
20'18 allll 18,0, Rertse4 Sta tu tea of M1aaour1, 1981, r••PI ot1Telr, 
whlob aeotiona are quoted earlier 1D tb1a opinion. !hie oaee 
baa neTer beea o't'errule4 aDl ls tile l aw 1D tbia state toda7. 

Ia Tie• ot the abo~•. therefore, we are ot the opln1QD 
that ~· ooua'J" 1a not liable tor tlle purohaee b7 Ule ·eherltt ot the 
euppl~ea ln question. 

Verr truly 70 ura , 

CBARLJS M. HOWJU..L, ~r. 
Aas1etaat Attorne7-Genera1. 

APPROVED: 

lttomeJ-ainerai 


