
.NOT.OR \jBJiiCLES I Llcenae r~glatra~lon tee, amount• to be 
charged under recenli act d1aeuaae4. ·- · 

Hon. V. H. St•~ 
c o aaioner ot tor Veh.l.clea 
vt f l ce or secretar7 ot State 
Jetr eraon Cl'J , M1aaour1 

Dear • Stewar4a 

Th1a ottlce a clmowledgea receipt ot 70ur letter dated 
JanuarJ 10 , 1V34, aa to1lowaa 

• Pleaae refer to a recent aot ot the 
Gene~al .. mb17 wbich repeala seotlona 
7761, '1?11 and ?''16 reY1 M4 ab btea 
1S~2V, and eaa-oted. 1D lieu ~of two 
new ••o•iona. naael7, '1?61 and '1?6V, 
which aect1ona relate to re&1atP&,1on 
ot tor Yehiclea, obautt eura, regla• 
tere4 operator•• etc. Your opinion la 
requeate4 aa to the amount or tees to be 
obaraed. the to11ow1n&a 

1. tor Vebiclea and rrailera. 
8 . Uanutaoturera &D4 Dealer a. 
~. ChautteUI"a. 
' · OpeP&tora.• 

A S atate4 1n 701U' l ettN', the prea•t L.eglalature ( &y-~, 
t xtra seaalon) paaaecl an act wh1oh rep•le4 seotiona '1781, 77U 
and 776V R. ~. o., 1911, an4 .aacte4 ln lieu thereof· two new 
aect1ona known aa Seot.1ona '7761 an4 7768, relattna to aaae 
nbJect, which act waa approyecl ~ the 6oYernor JanuaJ7 6th, lVM. 
An oaaer enoy clauae waa prov14e4, t hua taking the act et.teotlye 
1.Dme41atelJ upon app~. The repealed 192G atatutea, aupra, 
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pertained to the tollow1n6; (1) Seotion 7761 to the repatra• 
t1011 ot owner• ot motott Yehiolea and tl'ILllera1 (2) SeeUon 7'712 
t'O the 1ncreaa1ng ot re&1atnt1on teea; aa4 municipal lioenaea, 
(3) S.o,lon '1'168 to tbe date o~ re&~atra,ion tor tor Yehiolea, · 
~nllera, chautt.ura, resJ.ate:rH operatora and 4ulera and 
tvth• r pro.141ng tor the porat1na or teea l"elat.iye to the 
repatrat1on of a 1110tor Yeh1cle bJ' ars owaer. 

I. 

In 1nterpret1na atatutea 1t ia well to keep in mind the 
language ot the Supreme Court ot M1aaour1 in the caae ot h7er1na 
v . Millar, 61 s. • (24) &. wherein 1t wae aa14, 1. c. 681 

"'file pr1aary rule ot conatruct1on ot 
atatutea or w41Danoea la to aaoer-.1n eel 
g1Ye etr eot to the law~.-a • lnt•'· 8 

· Lew1a 1 Sutherland on Stat. Conat. (24 1£4.) 
Section 36&. The rule ot atr1ot conatruc­
t1oa 'baa lon ch ~ ita tOl'ce an4 i.JD­
portan" 1n .recent tlmea, a1Dce it baa 
beooae more an4 more senePallJ reoogn1ae4 
tbat t~ paramoUDt dut7 ot tbl Ju41c1&1 
lntel"p.reter 1a to P\tt upon tbe languae 
ot the leg1alatt.tre, honeatl7 an4 faith• 
tullJ, ita pla1n an4 rational .anJ.Ds 

And turthe~t, 

ancl to promote ita obJect. • Endlleh on 
Interpretation ot Statutea, Seotion 311J 
lfanell on statutea (5th Ed . ) •aa.• 

• t1kew1M, 1' baa been aalcl ~' atrlo' 
cona-.uot1on '1• not a preclae but a 
relat1ye '-•.a. It ia no' the eact ooa­
verae or llbenl conatl'\lot1oa, tor lt 
cloea not ooaaiat 1ft al•J.Da wor4a the 
oarro .. at IHU\lng ot Wbieh ~•1 are eua• 
cept1ble. •• 

Tbua, n look t o tbe tour oomePa ot the aot to gather 
the intent ot the t.ea1alature. A reacllns ot same ahowa that U. 
c..eg1alature pr1aar117 1ntead.e4 to 4o two tb1Jlaa z Plrat, to re4uoe 
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the teea on auto~oblle rea1atrat1on; aeoond. 'o &baDge the re-
n,wal aDd •aplratlon date on auto b1le reg1atrat 1on, and reg1atrat1on 
o manutact\d'era and 4 "'lera- , h u:ltteura. a nd operator a. 

II. 

O'l'at ,VEHICLES AWD !'RA.II£RS . 

e l ook to the aot to a aoer'-in U. teea obarge4 for the 
reg1atrat1on ot aotor Yeh1clea and a-atlera. tlote theM proY1a1ona, 
to-wit: 

•s.ct10D 1. That aeot1ona '7'161, 7768, ud '1768. 
ot \he ReYlaed. S'-tutea ot JU.aaour1 tor liae 
be and the .... are hereb7 repealed a4 two 
new aeot1ona enaote4 1n 11ea ~reof to be 
known aa aeot1ona '1761 and 7'168 an4 t o rea4 
aa toll owaa 

(c) healatration teea aade ~~le to tbe 
State Trea•uz-er ab&U be re:a1tte4 to the 
Co a aloaer w1 t h the appl1cat 1on tor reaJ,a­
traUoD tor tbat part ot tba calend&zt par ot 
18~4, bea1nnJ.Da •1 th to'ebru&J7 1, ltM. and 
encUq 1~e811ber al, liM, at 11112 ot the 
aohe4ule a.ounta bere1Datter abowa, an4 t~ 
the ful l oa 18D4ar Je&r ot 1116 uul eao full 
oaleDd&Ja ,..r tt.r.u-ter 1n accordance 111 Ul 
the tollowift& acheduleaa 

For tor Yehlol e a other than oo 1'01&1 
motor Yebiclea and tore70lea &D4 motortrlorolea . 
Laea tban 12 horaepower •• ·•••••••••••••••• .oo 
12 borHpower and l eaa than 24 horHpoweP.. 8 . 50 
24. hol!' .. power and leaa than 86 hol'aepower •• 11.00 
36 horaepower and leaa thaD .a horaapowep •• eo.oo 
4.8 hoz'aepower an4 leu tban eo horaepower •• 28.00 
60 boraepower and leaa u.a '12 horaepow811 .. Zl .IO 
'12 horaepower and re •••••••• •••••••••••• Z7.80 
otoro7clea • · •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 6 . 00 
tortr1c7cl••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 . 60 
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Por ooamere1al motor Yeh1olea baYlDS a 
ca-pac1tJ ora 
Le aa thaD 2 tona •••••••••••••••••••••••• 10.60 
2 tona aD4 1eaa than I tona •••••• • •••••• 18. 00 
6 toDa &D4 1••• tban e tone ••••••••••••• 27.00 
I tODa &D4 leaa '~ 7 tooa • · ••••••••••• &0. 00 
V tofte and leaa \ban 8 toaa ••••••• • •••• • ~.00 
and tor •••17 ton o• •.Jor traot1on ttwreot 1ll 
exc••• ot 8 tona • 11.00 .,_. ton. 

For ncb trailer there eball be pe.1cl a tee 
equl to ODe-halt (t) ot that proy1de4 tor ooa­
merc1&1 motor Yeh1olea and tor eaoh aeai-tnJ.lu 
there aball be pald a r .. eq•l to one- quart•• 
( t ) ot that proY14e4 tol' co-rolal .otor Yeh1clea. 
acem-41Dg t o tbe 11 ve load oapao1 t7 ot a110h 
tra1le• OP IR1• trailer. 

Section 7'1&V. (a) ~ c.· * "' • * .. -.. • 
(b) If ap~l1cat1on tor the r eg1atrat1on of a 
- otor vehicle bJ an owner 1e •C!e 4UP1ng tt. 
period. be'-ean t he lat 4&7 ot Jul7 aDd en41q tM 
laat d&J of ~eptellber. oal7 cae-balt of the full 
annual tee ahall be pa14J lf appl1oat1on foP 
auch reg1atrat1on 1a 11&4e 4ur1q the pel'1o4 be­
g1nnlng the lat daJ of Oe~ber aad ea41ng tile 
l a at da7 or Decem~••• one-toarth of the fUll 
annual r.. aball be pa14. • 

• call atten,1on t o the fact that the hOr•power ot title 
motor • eh1ole 4eterad.nee the l loenae r... SU.h ... alao the ..nne• 
1n which tlw 11oenH teea wre an1Ye4 at Ull4er the 1928 Statutea. 
Pol' 1lluatrat!on. take t he tlrat tee proY14e4 tor .otOP Yehlclea 
other than eommero1al Yehiolea, toPa,Jclea and otortr1oJelaa of 
leaa than 12 horsepower, whic h uauler the preaa' act 1a 6.00. aD4 
lmd.er t he lge9 Statute a •• 7 .&0. oweyv • tor the 7ear 19M the 
res1atl'at1on tee to be obarged. on 1110tor Tebiclea 1a li/18 ot the 
amount prov1cla4 in the abOYe aohe4ule . That 1a to 8&7• tor ~le, 
1t an owner ot motor ••h1cle: ot leaa ~ 12 horaepower res1ate•s 
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hie motol' •ehicle bet ... n l'ebJI'uar7 lat, a nd .lune :SOtb, liH, be 
wil l p&J 11/12 or .oo, or •.68 1 it be bee n the tlrat da7 ot 
Jul7 and the :50th c:1&7 ot ptaaber, liM, he will p&J oM•halt 
ot .oo, or 1 .101 it between ~he tlrat da.J ot Oo'olter azul ~ 
laat day ot Dtcellber, liM, be will p&J ana-fourth ot .oo, or 
f l.21. In otbel' warda, the reatavation tee tv the 7e&P liM 
la 11/12 or the acudule berelDJMtore .. , out up to lune ~h, 
and after \bat one-halt or one-fourth or the eohedule aa pro­
•14e4 tber ein. e call 7our attention to tbe tact tbat the 
re81atration or motor Y8biclea tor the calendar Je&r ot 18&6 
beatna February lat, 1e~•. and enca Deoeab&r &lat, 18M; the t•• 
tor tra1lera betna: 

•For each trailer there &ball be pa14 a r .. 
eql1&1 to one-halt ( i ) or tbat pron4ed tor 
commercial motOP •eh1clea and tor each 
aemi-traller tbere aball be paid a tee equal 
t o one-quarter ( · ) or that pronded tor 
oommerclal motor • ehlclea, aocording to the 
ltv• load oapao1t7 of auch ~1ler or ..-1-
truler. " 

III. 

ILUlJPAC'r'UUS Alii) DBAtJmS. 

Section '1'788 (a) or the r ecent ••• pro•14ea •• tollowaa 

•neslatration ot motor ••b1clea, tra1lera, 
cbautteura, reatatel'e4 operator• aa4 4Mlera 
ahall be renewed annuall7, upon the ~Dt 
or feea provided bareln, to take eff ect on 
Februar;r lat tor the rema1Dc1er ot t he Je&r 
18a4, aDd thereafter on the let 4aT ot 
J&DU&PJ 1n eaoh 7ear, and all oertltioatea 
ot regtatratlon an4 number platea laaue4 
hereunder •ball ezplre on the .uooee4~ 
~let d&J ot t~cember. • 

Section ?769 a. s. o . 1918, which waa repealed, pro~14e4 
tbat th e reglatrat1on ot .. ~aotuPera an4 4•1••• 8houl4 be renew­
ed a.nnuallJ on ~ t lrat 4&7 ot PebPuaJ7 1n each )"Mr. The new 
..... tute -rel7 cba.Dd•• the date or regiatrat1on. 
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.. eetlon 7'764 H . s . o. , 1989, provi cie a 1n part the 
toll owing .: 

"(al All manataoturera an4 dealera abal l• 
1nateac1 ot reg1ater1na eaoh otor Yehlole 
manutac~e4 or dealt ln. make ap ~llcatlon 
upon a blank t o be tum1 ahed b3 the ooa­
m1aa1oner tor a d1at1nct1ye number tor 
all the motor Yehlclea owned or oontrollecl 
bJ aucb canutaoturer or dealer, aa14 applica­
tion t o contain' (1} a br1et doa.r1pt1on ot 
each t7pe ot motor veptcle mallufaeture4 or 
dealt 1D. 1Dclu4ing cbaracter ot t he mot i ve 
power. amount thereof, atate4 1D t1gurea of 
hor .. power, and (2) t he name and bua1Deaa 
addreaa ot such manu1' cturer or 4ealerJ (a) 
the welpt and rated 11Ye load capac1 tJ ot 
comme~c1al motor Yeh1clea. 

(b) Fees and platee t or unutactur-era ua4 
dealera: en the p&Jment ot a rea1atrat1on 
t•e ot l.CO there aball be aaaiped to 
such manutaoturer or dealer a cert1t1eate 
ot r eg1atrat1on 1n auch t orm a a the coa­
m1 aa1oncr ahall prescribe, and two aeta ot 
number plate a bear1ng auch number. A a MaDJ 
duplicate aeta ot number plates aa 1 ~ 
de a1re4 ma7 be obtained upon the p&J"-Dt ot 
a toe ot 10.50 tor each 4up11eate aet.• 

readi ng ot above ahowa tbat manufacture•• an4 dealera 
do not re~atar each motor vehicle dealt in but ~ i n lieu there­
of a reg1etrat1on r .. and a further tee it additi onal plat•• are 
required. Al l : otor veh1c lea operated on the h1gh'W&18 o f t n ia 
state must bavo lieenee platea and a dealer merely ~anatera th .. 
trom one car t o another, ua1116 bla platea. Thu a, t he cu on 
which a dealer'• platea are uae4 1a not reg1atere4 1n t ho aenee 
of a pr1vatel J osno4 motor vehicle but i n lieu thereof the 
dealer paya t he tee prov1de4 1n Secti on 7764, supra. And no 
prov1aion 1e ma4e 1n that aect1on tor a r eduction ot t he tee 1n 
the event t bo ~er appllea at t he t1rat ot the year, t he l a at ot 
t he 7-.zt, or t he middle ot the 7eaz-. In other worda, a dealer 
seeking t o be r eg! atere4 a s euch PA7• tho aame tee i t he bec ome a 
reg1atere4 at t.he t lrat of t he 78U or an7 other tlme tbereat ter. 
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lan. 11, 19M. 

!t 1a, tberetore, our opinion that the reg1atration tee 
ot a IIIUlufaotver or dealer will be ~t aa proY1cle4 in Sect icn 
77N, h . s. Ko., 1~. 

IV. 

section. '1'786 R. S. »o ., lil9, pertatna to •oha utteura• aD4 
1n p&Pt rea4a: 

•(a) iiYeJ'7 peraon 4ea1rlng ~ ~te a 
~tor Yehicle aa a cbautteur ahall .tile 
in ~e ott'ice of the oo :Dtaaioner a 
akte._t coa-.1a1ag h1a ...-, age, a4-
4reaa and the Wade naM, at7le &D4 
mot1H po-r ot the .,tor Yebiolea he 1a 
co!:ipetent to operate, on a bl.nk to be 
turniabed tor that par~oae D.J tbe oom­
a1aa1oner. l5tc. 

(b) Upon the tiling o.r auoh atat...nt 
and photogr&phe, tt t he oommlaaioner 1a 
aat1at1e4 aa to the CO~teuoy. &Dd Sood 
character o~ euoh appl1o.mt,. be aball •••tsn 
t o him a nu.ber an4 upon the par..nt of a 
tee of .00 he ab&ll 1aaue and de l i Yer to 
auoh applloant a cert1t1oate ot reg1atra,1cm 
which aball oODtaiD etc. • 

1 t ie our opinion that the tee ot repa~ eb&ufteura 
ahall be that •• proY14ed tor 1a Section 7766, npra. 

v. 

&aot1cm '17M R. 8 . o ., lift , proyldea 1n part aa tollowea 

•(a) :iYePJ peraon 4ea1rina to operate a 
motor Y hlcle aa a reatatered operator aball 
tile 1n the otr tce ot t he oommlaaloner a 
atatemeat e to. 
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(b) Uuon tM tiling ot 8\lOh atateiUat 
and t be pa~ t ot a r.. of .oo, the 
oom.iaa1GDer ab&ll 1aa~ an4 4el1Yer to 
the appl~oant a certlt1oate of re&latr&• 
t1on, wbioh &hall contain eto.• 

lt 1a our opinion tb&t a realatered operator ahall Jl&7 
the tee aa proY1de4 tor 1a Section 7766• empra. 

Ttw IAgtal&tun ole&rlJ oroY14e4 that o-,.pa ot 1110tor 
Yehiclea ahoul4 pa;y c.rtai.D feea. Uiewiae, .....,.- Pf'OY1decl tba' 
-.Dutaoturera and deaJ.era. cbautteura, ao4 operator• abDulcl ~ 
certain f'eea . The Lea1alature obaDce4 the r ... to be cbarged 
the ownera ot l'DOtor Yehiolea an4 traJ.lera but 414 not YaJ7 or 
oballge ~· law perta1D1D to ..nutaoturva &D4 dealers. chautfeura, 
or Ol)Gratora, other tban to obaqe the 4ate auch were to be 
res1atere4. 

JL~ aBO 

R· Y iloifHRldi 
4 ttorn4tJ-GeD ral. 

tour a YW7 Wul7, 

Jaaea L. lomBoatel 
Aaalatant Attorne.r-aeneral . 


