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Requi r ement of county superint endent to have state 
certificate in order t o hold off ice -- "St a t e Certificate" 
d i scussed. 

llon . Jame s 0 . Stanley 
Cl er k of t he Circui t Court 
Ri pl ey count7 
Uoniphan, Ml asour1 

Dear Si r: 

Th1a i s t o acknowledge your l etter as follows: 

"I ' m anticipating becoming a c ~ndidate 
f or electi on t o the of f ice of Count7 
Superint enden t ot Schools next 4pr11 
and I want your opini on on Sec . 11343, 
Art. Xl of s tate School Law a s to the 
qual i f i c a t i ons, parti cularly the part 
sa7ing they ~at hold a State Certif 
icate. Does th1a mean any cer tlrlcate 
Issued by t he state Dept. ot Kducationf 

I hold an Klementary Certificate trom 
t he State Department ; have 108 hra. 
cred1ta trom university of Mo .; have 
taught 7 years; and otherwise qualified . 
l ' m anx l oua to find out theae qualifi­
cati ons ao if I lack anything , I can 
prepare before next apr i ng . • 

The narrow question preaen ted i n your inqu~ ry ia: 
Wha t ia meant by a State Certitica te? 

Section 9454 R. S. do . 192 9 , provides f or t he qualiti ­
cati ona of t he county school auperintendent, and 1n part 
provi de a: 
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•* * •, and ahal l at the t ime ot hia 
e l ecti on hold a diploma from one of 
the state teachers oollegea or atat e 
univerait.J, or ahall bold a ata t e 
certificate, authorising him to teaoh 
in the public aohoola of Miaaouri, or 
shall bold a firat grade oount7 certif­
icate authorising hie. to teach in the 
c01l.D'7 or which he is au r i ntendentJ ., 
* * • ~ * ~ • * • • • ~ • * ~ ~ * • •• 

In State ex tnt. Chinn, ex rel . Botta v . Hollowell, 
233 s. w. 406, t he Supreme Cour t bad for consideration the ~ean-
1ng ot the wards "atate certificate• aa used in t he above 
atatute. The opinion ot the court aa7a t h1a: 

•Th1a action waa instituted on the l ot h day 
o£ 7, 1~2o , · on t he i nformation ot JL~ea 
H. Chinn- prosecuting attorne7 ot ~ chu~ ler 
count7, at the relation ot J . F. Bot t a, 
agai nat appe l lant, t o oust her from the 
ot t ioe ot county auperi ntendent ot public 
schools for said county . 

* * •• * •• • 
•on the date of appell ant's e l ec t ion ~· 
held a certificate ot the board ot regenta 
ot ~he ata te normal acbool ot Klrkavill e. 
llo ., which waa alao aiped bJ the ata te 
superintendent of public aoboola ot 
M1aaour1, a uthorising her to teaoh tbe 
brancbea therein named in the public 
aohoola of t his atate tor a period ot two 
7eara from ita date. 

"The cause was submitted to the trial court 
upon an agreed atatement ot tact, troa 
which it appeara that reapondent •a onlJ 
ina1atence ia that a ppel lant did not poaaeaa 
the atatutoPJ qualiticationa t o hol d the 
office becauae tbe certificate held b7 her 
di d not compl7 with either ot the three 
al ternative qual1fioat1one pre acr1bo4 in 
Acts ot 1911, P• 404 , aa fo l lowaa 
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And further , 

iUld further , 

" ' And shall at t he t 1rr,e ot his olec­
t1on hold a diploma from one ot t he 
state normal schools or teacher's 
college ot the atate uniyer s1t7, or 
ahall hold a state certificate, 
authorizing him t o teach 1n the 
publi c acboola ot Mi aaouri, or ahall 
hold a tirat grade coun ty certificate, 
author izing bim to t each in the count7 
ot which he i s superi ntendent.• 

"It is contended by respondent that said 
certificat e, eo issued to a ppell ant b7 
the board ot regents ot the atate normal 
achool, aut henticat ed b7 the atate super­
intendent ot aohoola, is not a •atate 
certificate authorizing him to teach in 
t he public achoola or lli aaouri . t 1'bia 
contention preaents the onl7 queation 
tor deoiaion.• 

•u , in the amend."'lent of tbat secti on , 
the ter C'atate cer£1ficatei bti4 been 
iiiiil OjiCr withOut rt.:ther 01' ""1'iii'Uier 

uall yl or det n worai; thi 
~eflalat~e-rnten -}ght be doUbtful . 
Bu thoae words are .aeclli'tel~ toilow­iCrH lauthor1z1~hla to &ac 1D the F o schools oKI'iiour1, , ·hiih ra 
n effeo£ a l eg{il at l•j detinl tlon OF 

the tePID. •'itate certil oate. I 1 -

RThe cer t ificate hel d by ap;ellant ..ana­
ted troM the s tate by atatutoJ-7 autborit7 
(R . s . 1107~) , and authorized her t o 
teach i n the public acboola of 111asour1 , 
and said cer tificate ia therefore a at t e 
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certificate. wi thin the meaning of the 
qualityi ng atatute.• 

see alao, State ex i nt. Burge ss • · Hodge • 320 Mo . 877. 

Your s •eey trul7, 

Jamea L . liornaoatel 
Aas i atant At t orne7- 0enera1 . 

APPROVED; 

JL.ii aEG 

ROY Ko KIHRICK 
At t orne7-Genera1. 


