
~OUNTY CJ.,&aJ .;: 
orin ted 

Not Entitled to oowit/worda \n ~. al culat1ng f t1ee 
under Section 98?7, page 421, Laws of ~1 s sour1 , 
1 933 . 

MU'CD 20, 1934. 

HoD. rorreet $•ltb 
State A1&4l t.or 
Jef reraoa CltJ, Wleaourt 

.Dea r vr. Saltb~ 

Aotao•ledgaeai 1e herewith m~e of your recent inquiry 
to tble office requee\10& an ot 1, 1on on tne follo•iag a t\er: 

•on Augua\ 30, 1933 Jour Depu•aea• reociereci ue 
an o• 1n1oa to wc1ob JGU aetabllahed a basta f or 
t he wor4e &QQ ftawz•• •b~' 'be CouAty Clerk w-. 
ent1 tleci to ~cler aeo,loa lOC~·t. 

Tne b'l\~ GeAernl AaaemblJ repealed secttona 
9t;?6 &Ad ii7?, R. o. Mt aao\ll'l, 1929, ancl wrote 
\ • o ae• beoclvaa 1n 11•~ \ht reof lD •blob \bey 
ellatna•ec 'be ol4 proceee whereby ' be CouDtJ 
Clerks exteAde4 tbe \a1ea lc tbe Aaee tsor•e 
bOOk aoo 'bon aade o oopJ of \b~t Doo& for tbe 
uee of the O~lleotor aA~ •~~ple n\ea lo •~••• 
~eo\1oaa a oaw prooeaa ·-•rebJ the coun\J Clerk 
••••• ble eat6ne1one lu 'he Aeaeasor•a boot and 
\hea tuzAa '~~• ~oo~ \u \ be Cvl!~o\or aa t be tax 
oool.. 

In section w~77 of \Ae 1~33 4••• la •peotfled 
•he Cl•~•·• ooapenea,loa .. fol l o••' 

• Tlle Cle.rt a of t!aa CoQA\1 Cou.rta •bal.&. re­
oelve tea o .. ~. per ~uadred word• &D4 ftc 
uree foz all crcie aAo tlguree eateDda~ by 
t.1a 1n a l ~¥t out t h e tax book. • 

s ome of t be ~ounty Cler1a coa\eud \ha' to '~• 
~ or~e aD4 ftguzes tor wbtob be 11 al lowe4 oo&­
peoea \1on u:-.der ' c• new lu ei:loulci include the 
wora a aaO f1~uzen eDier U in t b~t book by tbe 
AaEe nsor an~ &lao t he printed ~ord n and f1~urde 
en t ered whenUle boo i. • •1& m d.e, bantu~ t t. e1. r c l a 1. r 
upon t he o 1u1on 4bove -ererred to. 
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We would 11te to haYe aa oplaloa fro. 70~ 
Oepart .. at wbtch •111 ooaatr~e for ~• clearlr 
the •words &Dd ftguzea• referred to ln seoiloa 
~871 of the 19S3 Lawa.• 

the pertinent p~rta of sectloaa 9878 and g977 aa fouad 
on pafl•• 421 aad 4i2 Lawa of lllasout, 1913, read aa followe: 

••• aooa aa tke Aaaeaaor•a boot ahall be oorreo~ 
ad aDd ad~uated, the Glert of the aouatr co~t, 
except ln Si.Loute Olty, •~all, wltbln alaetr 
dare thereat, er, eztead the taxea therela la pro­
per oolu.aa pzepaze4 for auoh ezteaaloa., whloh 
boot, with the taz•• ~ eztea4e4 therein, abal1 
be autbeatloate4 bJ the aeal of the court aa the 
T~ boot for the uae of the Collector;• • • • • • · 

•the olerta of the ooUAtJ oourta ehall reoet•e 
ten oeata per huaazed worda aad flgurea ~ ~ 
wor4a JH. f!W•• eHfAflcl .U Jl1!. la aatfiii Oil{ 
tae taiaoo , oae-her eof \o be paid br the 
atate aacl otaer half bJ the oouattea, reapectt velJ: 
Provided, tha t ooapoaaatloft of clerta for .. &king 
out aad oertlfytas to tb~ auditor aa aasrecate 
abatraoi of the taa. boot en&ll be pal4 bJ \he 
atate.• 

•• etatecl 111 rour letter, the purpoae of the chance ta 
tbeee two aeottoaa waa to 4o ... , with the oopy of ibe taz boot 
here tofore requlred to be aa4e bJ the clerk, aaa to ooAatltute the 
Aaae ssor• • book, wbea cl\lly ezteDCled b)· tne county Clert , the -taz 
boot ltael!. Jo •copJI of the \as book ta ooateapla ted at all by 
tbeae aacttoaa and t he Clerk for ~1• ee,wtcea 1• lialted t o ten · 
cent• per hundred worda of tbe wor4a ~4 fl,uzea •axteaded b y h1m. • 
It t a a recogatsed rule toat &AJ offlelal .uat be able to l&J ble 
fi nger oa the atatata allowtac bia ooapenaatloD. It t e equa11J a 
~ell recognlaed rule tha t all auab lawa are to be a trtotly cons t rued 
agains t the otftotal. la atate4 1a tAe oaae of St a te ex rel. Ya. 
rown, 148 Mo. 401, 1. c. 406: 

1 It 1a we11 aettle4 tllnl Do ofr toer ta entitled 
to f eea of &AJ k1Dd UDl eaa provided tor b y statute, 
and betng aolely of atatutorJ r1gbt, ata tutee 
allowi ng th~. aa • ~uat be ett1otly coaetruea. · ••••• 
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It would be Yerr difficult to give section 98?7 a 
liberal enough interpretation ao •• to include oompeaaatlon to 
the count 7 lerk for worda and ftsurea other tnan thoaf aotuallJ 
extended DJ bta . ll ia apparent tha t we euat conatrue thta eection 
atrtotly and in doing eo we oonclu4e that ne 11 onlJ entitled to 
oo•penaatlon for the worda and flgurea .actually writ ten DJ bta . 

lio oonruaion aboul.d arlee bJ reuoa of tne preYtoue 
of i nion of thie offlce respecting. eotlon 1000·1. That 0?1Dton •a• 
applicable oD17 to an 1aterpretatlon of t hat aection. on the face 
of it lt la appareat t.llat lt appllea oalr to the oovr of t be t aa 
boot t or the uae of the Collector ae waa oonta.tlated bJ section 
ti8?6 R. s. uo. 1V2i, prior to the 193~ aaendaent, while Section 
9817 herein coaaldered appliea to the ori1lnal taa book itaelf ae 
conLempl&ted bJ Section 9876 aa ch~ed bJ the 1933 Leglalature. 
l e boll••• that no aerloua dlfflcUitJ artaea aa t o the interpre­
t ation of t he loataot law. 

• e alao refer to the ••11 reoornized rule that wher e 
o s t atute paztioularlJ proYidea for a ao4e of ooapeosatioa t nat 
mode or ooapenaation i a e•oluelYe and coapen~atton caanot t>e clat m­
ec ln any otner manner or uader any other 1... Aa etat ed tn the · 
case of 11 ~ ••· Rt verland LeYee Dtetriot , 379 s. • 195: 

•• • • •our SUpreae Court baa cited wltft approv­
al the at · teaent of the v.eneral rule to be found 
1n s t ate e• rel . Wedek1Q1 va . McOr aoten, 80 • 
App . loc. ott . 656, to the effect that the reD­
dlt l OD o f aervtoea oy a public of!i oer ta to be 
deeaed gra t ui t ioua unleae a coapenaation tht refor 
11 provided bJ atatute, and tnat tf oy 1tatute 
oomponsatloa ie proYlded for ln a par ticUlar mode 
or m&DAer, tnen the officer ie oonflned t o that 
manner and la eatltled t o ao otner or f urtfter ooa­
peoeation or to any dtfr ersat mode or aeourins 
the aaae. St a te ex re!. EYana ••~ Gordon, aupra. • 

Oompeaaatlon De1ng part1oularly pro•tded for tne Cl erk 
under sec tion 987?, that ooapenaatlon 1e exclusiYe aa d ot her or 
diff erent co•p~naation could not be calculated under the proY1elone 
of Seotlon lOOQ?. 
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90IQieUSIOI. 

It la therefore the oplnloa of tnta office tAat Countr 
Clerte a~all rec etYe tea cent• per hundred words and ftgurea for 
~attng tne eatenaion ln 'he tax Dook •• provided in Sectloaa ~878 
and \18'rt. La•• of liaeourl, 1W33, pp. 421 ad 424, aad tbat iD 
calculating tnla ooapeaaatlon, wor4a &ad fl,urea wrlttea Dy the 
Clerk are to De 1nclude4, but prlnted worda aad ftgurea or tbOee 
wrttten in ~, the Aaseesor are to De excluded. 

APPROVED: 

ROY MollfTRICI, 
Attorney ~en6ral. 

HAqRr G. WALTI , JR. 
Aaaletaat lt\oraeJ General. 


