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Honorable Jobn h . Powel l 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Princeton 
W.ssourl 

Dear 11r . Powell a 

Receipt of your request tor an opinion date4 
Jul;y 18 . 19M i a acknowledged.. 

'lour l.tter 1a aa t ollowa c 

"Tbla county baa a mmber ot dralD­
a ge diat1"1cta, bcmded in the ueual 
wa7, and a number ot local persona 
are the owners ot a ~reat nuaber ~ 
the bonda, who do not pq tax oa. the 
bODda so held bJ tbewt. 

I am aaked bJ the Count)> Court ot th1a 
ooUDt7 to get 70ur op1n1 on on the que a• 
tion aa to whether such dn.inage bonde 
aN taxable . 

I would like to baYe your opinion be• 
tore our County Court convenes the 
rtret ot nezt month, i t poae1ble . • 

Section 6 ot Article X ot the Conatitut1an o~ 
the State ot MS.asour1 .- 1n rttterenoe to reT•ue and taxation 
ot property in tbe State ot IU.eaourt, ex .. pta certain pro-
pertJ in thla a tate !'rca taxat1aa.. · .Boada iaeued by drain• 
a ge d1atr1ota or ot' an,- aubd1v1a1on or DIWlicipalitJ ot the 
atate, are not included among tb:e propert7 exempted b7 auoh 
Sect1on 6. 



Honerable J olm E. Powell Auguat 17 • 193' 

Section 7 of the above Article X, prov1d8at 

11 All law a exemptiDg property from taxa­
tion, other thaD the grope1"t7 above emua­
eratod aball be void. 

Seot10D 9?42 Bev1aed Statutee M1aaour1 1929, amons 
other thing a • prov1dea a 

•• o * 'l'uee ahall 'be levied on all 
propertJ, real aDd per•OD&l• except 
aa stated 1D the next aect1on.• 

Sect10D i74S doea not UDde~take to e~t bODda 
1aaue4 b7 a drainage cl1etrlct nor boata 1aa1»4 bJ any DAml• 
c1pal or pol1t1oal subdlY1e1on of the atate. troa taxat1an. 

Section 9745 tn part readaa 

n~ • • All notoa. banda and other evl• 
denoea ot debt made taiable by the lawa 
of th1a a tate, held 1n any rtate or tel'­
r1 toll"J other than that 1n which the owner 
rea1dea,ahAll be aaaoeeed 1D the oount,r 
•here tho owaer reaidea.n 

Section 9'756, aett ins out tho dutlea of an aaaeaaor. 
1n reference to the aaaeaement of pr.oport7 aDd pr'ov1d1ng f or the 
aaaeaaor taklng .rroa the owner of propertr a 11at of the propert.J 
owned bJ auch person and 1n aett1Dg out what aucb 11at llhall eca­
tatn. 1n tbe D!ath aubd1v1a1on provldeaa 

"• * •AD aggregate ataSelltent of aU 
aolvont bODda, wh~ther atate,county. 
town, c1 ty, touahlp • lncorpohtecl 
or tA1ncorporated caapan1oa• ~ * .• 

You will note tho uae ot the wol'd.e 'all aolYtm~ 
bonds t and we do not UDder-at&Jld that tho Leg1alaturo aeqt to 
blelude or refer only to atate . coUDty, town, city, tOWDahS.p, 
incorporated and un1ncorpo~tecl COJBpan1ea• bonda, but that all 
bond•• including toade 1aaued by draiD&p d1atrtcta, are r­
qu1red to be 11ated. 
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Section 9792 ma,kea prov1e1on for the valuat1oa to 
be plaoe<l on property bJ tba aaaea soP, a a well a a the arreae-
med ot the propert7 11eted on t he aa•eaaorta booka . !'be 
aixtb aubd1•1a1on ia aa tollowat 

"• * o All moneya, no tea, bOD4a and 
other o.redita, 1n a aeparate eoluma; 
0 .. * • •• 

In State ex rel. Un1on lU.ectric Light aDd Pc.er Ca.­'*" v . Baker 316 Mo. 853, 858, the Supre .. Court ot thla atate 
aa!ds 

•zt ia the well settled pollo7 or our 
law tbat taxea aball be levied aa4 
collected r Ol' publl o pur poaea on all 
property within the territorial jur-
1e41ct1on of the State, except that 
expreasl7 enumerated aa exempt. 
( Sections 1,2,3 ,6 and 7 ot Artlole 
X, CoDat1tut1on of Jlleaou ri; Sec• 
t 1on8 12752, 12'15S,l27M an4 12756, 
Rev1aed Statu tea 1919.) It la 
equall7 well settled, however, tbat 
before property IaJ' be taxed lt muat 
b,- law be subjected to tuat10D. 
(Valle v. Ziegler, 8' Mo. 2liJ Lea• 
vell Ye Bladee, £:57 llo. 1. c. '100J 
State ex rel . Am.Cent. lna. Co. Y. 
Gebner, 280 s. w. 1. c. fl9J State 
ex Pel. Jtoeln v . Leaaer, 237 o.l.c. 
~le.)• 

Dnlnage d1etr1ct bonda are not onl.7 not ezeaptecl 
troa tazat1an 1n thia a tate , but the port10JUI ot Seot1011a ~'756 
and 9V92 above aet out apec1t1call7 require boDda to be 11ete4 
by the owner• .. t hat the eame sball be aaaeaae4. Yalued aD4 con-
ta1De4 1n the useaaor• a booka. lo reaaon 1e apparent w1Q' 
drainage d1.atr1ct bolada are not 1Dolu4e4 w1th1D the M81l1J16 o~ 
the wold 8 boD4e" as uae4 in the quoted a&ot1one or the atatutea. 

We are ot the opinion that boDda 1aaued bJ drala• 
age d 1atr1cte located w1th1n thla state and 01med b7 rea~cleata 
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or th1a state are aubject to taxation under the general taD• 
t1on lawe of the Stat~ or :U1aaourt . 

APPBOVBDa 

ldt ilCkfftRfdi 
Attorne7 General. 

GLaLC 

GILBERT LAIIB 
Aea1atant Attorn-.y General 


