
TAIATIOI: Dutt ea of County Olerk under Senate Bil l S&, page 419, 
Lawa of M1aaourt , 1933. 
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Hoa. JohD 1. Powell 
Proaeou,tag A'toraer 
Mercer countJ 
Prlnoetoa, Kteaourt 

Dear Mr. powell: 
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AokDO•lede••• ta hue•t th aa4e of rour requeet fo~ 
an optntoa of thta offloe readiQI aa tollowa: 

•aeterrtq $0 Seottoa 1, pqe •19 of tbe 
Lawe of 18", I 4eatre to aat eoae 1Afor ... 
at ton. 

I aote ~t• 1ae ••• pa aaed aaroh 18, 1933, 
aa4 cl14 aot tate effeot watll after Jue 

. 1, lil3, aa4 o\&1' eountrClerk ae••• to ha~• 
a different opinion aa to what aball be done 
ae u what 1e 'belDI 4oae o~er ta Oeatrr 
countr &D4 I ha~e &4w1ee4 the Oountr Olert 
here that I would prefer to haYe &a an&lyala 
ot aeot1ooa one aD4 two, above referred to, 
eepeo1&11J 4o 1 h&we refereaoe to secttoa a, 
ln otller word a our COWltJ Olert, •• well •• 
mraelf, 1A &4Y1a1DC b1a , ta elo• to chars• 
off beaeft .. under seottoa a aad report the 
aaae for fear that be Will .ate 4eduot1oaa 
whtoh ought DOt to be aa4e. • 

aeaate 8111 a4 referred to &bowe placea oertata duttea 
upon tbe Countr Aaaeaaora and the Countr and state Boarda of 
J:qualtaattoa aad Appeala reapecttag the • ualtsattoa of laad 
walue• tor taxation pupoaea, an4 plaoea oartata clu't•• u,pou 
the eoun'J olerka 1a obtatnlDC 1Dforaat toa aa4 aupplJ1Jll the 
aaae to thea• wartoua ageaotee ao aa to ezpedtte the aaaeaaaeDt 
aa4 equal.t satt on of l&D4 w&luea. ror the purpoee of thta 
ootnloa I beznt th quot e certain port1oaa of thta aot: 
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•ssotiOI 1. that ta 4eteralD1QI the ••••••e4 
yaJ.uatloD of lu4•• • • oa whloh beAefl' 
aeeea .. eDte ha•e beea l .. ted• • • •the oountr 
aaeeeeora• • • •atate tax oo..teeloD, the 
etate aDd ooUDtJ boarde of equaltaatloD u4 
appe&le, ehall uoerta1D aa4 detualae the 
a.ount• • • •of theA extetlDC beaeflte aeeeeee4 
• • • •aDd for whtoh• • • •ao leYJ• • • •tor 
prtnotpal baa beea pa14, esoluet•• of 4el1n­
queDt leY1ea• • •&Dd take lato ooaetderattoa 
the uoUDt thereof ta detera1A1DI ~· Yalue 
of auob laa4a• • • •tor aeaeeeaeDt for taxatloa 
for ceaeral purpoeea, aa4 the 41ffereDoe, • • • 
beueea the •alue of auoh l&Dda• • • • taklDI 
into oonalderatioD Ue clralnqe or le••• lapro­
•eaeDta &Dd a.ount of the• • • •beaeflte aeeeeee4 
• • • • 4 for whlob• • •ao leYJ• • • •tor prla­
olpal baa beea pa14, esoluel•• of delln~ent 
la•1••• • • •aball be &ad beooae the aeeeeee4 
yaluatloa• • • •wbloh eucb l&Dde• • • •eb&ll 
be taxable for all geDer al papoeee• • • •. 

• • • ADd 1 t Hall be the c1UtJ of the OOUDtJ 
• • • ueeeaore aad \he coUD.tJ board of equall­
aa,lon aad appe&le• • •lD aeeeeelag equaltalQI 
and adJuetl th Yalue of aucb laa~•· • • •to 
oonfora to the pJ'oYlelone of tble act. 

8EO!IOI 2. It le bereb7 aa4e the dutr of the 
oler&a of tbe ooUDtJ co~t• to aeoertala• • • 
the acgre ate &aount• • •of tbe poJ'tlon of 
• • •beDeftte ••••••• 4• • •aaataat landa• • • 
wlthln• • •4rata-s• or le•e• 41etr1ote• • • 
lD their reepeotlYe oouatlea &ad for wbloh• • • 
DO •••r• • •tor prlnolpal baa beea paid, ea­
oluelYe of 4el1D~ueat laYlea• • •&ad ah&ll &lao 
cert1f7 the aacrecate a.ouat• • •of thea ez-
latlQI beDef1te• • •for which• • •DO laYJ• • • 
for prlAOipal baa been patd, ezclua1Ya of 4el1D­
queat le•tee• • •, together •1 ~h &QJ other 1Dfor.­
at1oa that a&J be Deoeaaarr or required la orde~ 
\hat tbe proYtatoae of thta act ••1 beooae 
efteotl•e &Dd the equaltslnc of the Yaluatton of 
laad_. • ••tthia drainage o~ leYee 41atrlota• • • 
fo~ taxation for ceDaral purpoaee •• , be e xpedited, 
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aDd. ~· • •u.&e out &Ad forwud.• • •the 
1nforaat1on abo•• referred. to, to the atate 
au41 \or to be 1&14 before the atate board. of 
equ&l1aat1on. It 1e herebJ .ade the • • • • 
dutJ of th.- • •olerta• • •to retala a oopJ 
of the 1nforaat1on, aatt era aa4 th1Q&a• • • 
to be 1&14 before ad for tile ue of the oowatJ 
boarcla of equ&l1aat1oa ADd appeala. • 

A oazeful exam1nat1oa of the forecoiQa aot reYeala tbat tber• 
1• DO dutJ placed \lpOD the eountJ Clerk w charae off &DJ bneft te 
allowable uader \hie L.... The ODl.J 4ldJ plaoecl upon the OountJ Olut 
1e to obtain the neoeaaar)' 1Dforu.t1oa aa to the a.ou.nt of UllPaid 
benaf1 te leYled &Del &aaeaaed 86&1Dat l&D4 ill 4r&1nqe aDd leYJ d.1a­
tr1ota exolual•• of dellaquenolea, and. report theae a.ouata to tbe 
CoUAtJ Boarcla of lqu&ltaatioa 8Ad Appeala aa4 the s tate Board. of 
J:qu&l1ae..t1oa. It 1• then the dutJ of thea• bocllea aot1DC upoa tAla 
1afo1'116.tloa aad upon &aJ other lnfol'lla ttoa tW a&J ooae to thetr 
taowledge to at •• full for~ uad. effeot to thle law equallalag the 
Y&luat1oae of laada la 4ra1nage aDd leYJ 41atrlote 1a aooordaaoe w1 tb 
the pro•teloaa of th1e law. 

It la therefore the opln1oa of thta offloe that Jour OouDtJ 
Olert 1• aerelJ the ageaor through wh1oh thle 1nforaat1on 1a oo.­
ptle<l aad that 1 t la the duty of the Aeaeaaor aDd. tu· Sta te and. CountJ 
Boazcla of Eq"a.l1aa t1oa and A,pp .. &le to aake &AJ 4a4uct1oaa aeo•••UJ 
to aqll&ltae the Y&lua t1on of landa 1D drainage aDd leyY d1atr1ota. 

APPROVED: 

ROT MJ:ITYBIOI, 
Attoraer General. 

aaw:u 

Reep .. t~ullJ aubattted, 

IURRT Ql. IAJ.TRR, Jr. 
Aaalataat Attoraer oeaeral 


