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SOBOoL DIS~!RICTS : -paid in ful l f or lack of funds, in. e xchaYl.ge fo r 
small er warrants would be i n e ffect making par­
tial payrnm ts upon outst anding wa rrants , in 
viol ation of Section 9312 , R. S. Mo . 1929 . 

ll~ rch 13, 1934. 

Ur. John s. Phillips , 
Pr osecu ting Attorney, Butler County, 
Poplar Bluff, Yi ssouri . 

Dear Sir: 

We are acknowledging rece i pt of your letter i n 
which you i nquire as follows : 

•There is a s chool board in my county 
which has a debt against it in t he sum 
of $100. 00 , wh ich is made i n two war­
r ants of J50. 00 each. These two war­
r an-ts are held b y one man who taught 
s chool for t hem in 1929 and 1930. The 
school board has some money in the 
tre.-aw, for t he payme nt of that year' s 
i•te, -.at does not haTe enough t o pay 
tke a.oaat which he holds against t h em. 

I would like t o have your op inion a8 
t o whether or not it is nossible for 
them t o issue new warrants for a 
smaller amount so t hat he can cash t hese 
later watrants and get a e much a s he can 
out of the treasury. • 

Section 9312 , R. S. J!o . 19 29, dealing with s chool 
war r ants for common schools, among other t h i ngs,pr ovides : 

••••Bo treasurer s hall honor any waa-
r ant unless it be i n the pr oper fora 
and upon the appropriate fund; and 
each and every war rant s hall be pald 
from its appr opriate fund, and no 
partial payment s hall be made upon 
any school warrant, nor shall any 
i nterest be pa i d upon any such warr ant: .... " . 
The aboTe sect ion pro hibits t he mak i ng of any 

part ial payment upon a school warra.nt. You state i n your 
letter t ha t t his te&cher hol ds two warrants of 50. 00 each 
against t h is district and t h t he has been unable t o get 
theD paid because t here is no t A50. 00 to t he credit of the 
yea r for ~1 ich the warrant wae drawn . The obvious pur pose 
of surrender ing t heoe ~so.oo warr ants and taking smaller 
warrants is t ha.t t he smaller warrants may be paid out of 
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the funds on hand. The t so.oo watrants cannot be paid because 
of laok of funds and 1f t he y are surrendered and smaller 
warrants issued in exchange t herefor, 1 t appears t o us t hat 
it is an attempt to circumvent t he statute and i n legal effect 
is t he maki ng of partial payments upon the origi nal indebted­
ness . The original indebtedness it t so. 00 i n each instance 
and t he district would have no r ight to pay $10 or 15 in 
cash on either of t hese warrants. To per mit them t o issue 
wan an ts of smaller denomination it seems to us would be to 
pe rmit t hem, by i ndirecti on, to do what t hey cannot do 
directly. The obYious purpose of such a plan i s to make 
partial payments upon the warrants and indebtedness now 
existing , and we bel ieve t hat such act ion on the part of 
t he district would be deemed to be i n viol ation of t he 
statute, because the evident purpose and eff e.ot by such 
courae i s to make partial payments upon warrants already 
outstanding whtcb w~e issued for an indebtedness existing 
s everal years ago. 

It is t he opinion o f t his Depa.rt~ent , there~ore, 
t hat the proposed plan to issue warrants o~ smaller denomination 
in exchange for the 50. 00 warranta would 1n legal effect be 
t he same u making partial paymenta upon the already existing 
indebtedness and outstanding wart-ants • and that such a cou rse 
would be in violation of the above section. 

Very truly yours, 

JRAR W. BAYES • 
Assistant Attorney General. 

APPROVED: 

Attor ney General . 
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