
AUTOMOBILES ) 
LARODr ) 

Theft o~ battery 1s larceny and not tampering 
with motor vehi~le. 

AU8U:fl t 2~, 19~4 
I 

'-. 

Honorabl e Mor gan U • Mou1der 
Prosecuting Attorne7 
Csmden County 
Camdenton, ll1ssour1 

Dear Sir: 

rle havo your request ot AU8U&t 14, 19M tor 
an op1n1on upon the foll owing propoa1t1onc 

o bove a statuto cak_1ng lt a 
felony to tamper wlth a motor vehicle. 
U n porson should a teal a bat ter7 • 
a part or tho car. tltom a motor ve­
hicle. would soh pe~son be guU t,. 
of taaper1ns aa provi ded bJ th8 
atQtute, or would such pe~son be 
gu1lt7 or petit l.Grcen;r, t he bat-
ter y be!nu worth onl 7 seven dol• 
lara.• 

In thl a conneotton. call )"'Ur a tte."l t1on to 
the prov1s1ona ot Sootlon 7'7SG (b) R. s . ~. 1929, which 
1n part reads as tollo1ra 1 

" AUJ pereon who shall be oonv1otod 
or ataal inQ.- tak1ng or calTJ1ng 
away 8117 motor veh1ole ttr or m,. 
part or equipment ot a motor ve­
hicle under tbo value or ezo.oo 
shall be punished b7 mplaonment 
1n tb& eounty JaU not exceeding 
one ;real" or by tine not exceeding one 

· hund:ttod dollars <t loo.oo) or b7 both 
auch .tine and 1.t:Ipr1eor.u:10n t . • 



#2 - Honorable san • · KouldR 

Seot1on '1'78S R. s. Ko. 1929 retera to tamper­
ins with an automobUe. It would a p ar tbat tho teapving 
under auoh atatute retera to aoae uee to which tho auto­
mobile 1a put or a tte.pted to be put . State • • AndePaon. 
281 s . w. 10'70J State v. RJan, 299 s. w. l:S. Pro the" 
caaes 1t would app .. r tbat tbe use or atte ted uae of an 
automobile 1a covered b7 the atatute, 1ng it a cr1m1nal 
ottenae to tampor with an automobUe. 

It ta. theretore. the op1n1on ot th1a ott 1c. 
tbat upon the facta subaa1tte4, tbe peraon eteallng a 
bettor,- trom a oar ehould be cbar&ed w1th larcen1, aa pro­
v1clec1 1n section 7796 (b) and not un~r Section 7788 R. s. 
llo. 1989. 

APPROVBDa 

ROY liOttfl'Rici 
AttOrD8J General 

PRAIXLDJ E . Rl!AOAD 
Aea1atant Atto.rne7 aenezaal 
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