
TAXATlON: -Board or Equallza~lon ana ~oara or Appeais nave Gn e 
inherent right to adjourn from time ~~ t ime t o carry 
out t he du ties i mposed upon t hem by Statu te. 

r r. Jesse A. Uitchel l , 
Tax Bommi ss ioner , 
J eff erson City, ~i ssour i . 

Dea r Sir : 

Seotewber 15, 1934. 

,- ---

r I I L. 

'7e a re acknowl edg i ng r eceipt of vour l e tter i n 
wnich y~u inquire as follows : 

•The f ollowing question has been sub­
mitted to us fr om t hr ee counties re­
cently and ~e desire t o have your 
op i nion before r dvising t hem. 

"The l aw p rovides th~t the Count v 
Board of ~qual ization shal l meet on 
the f irst ~onday in April and the 
Board of Apneals shal l meet on the 
four t h Uonday i n April . ~he question 
is, in case t he Board of Equal iza t ion 
i s unable t o comolete its work be­
t we en the two dat es above named can 
the Board of Equal izs tion adjourn 
court i n course or adj ourn t o some 
future date and reassemble again and 
transact bus iness ~.fter t he Boal'd 
of Appeals hA s oa&sed upon the mat­
ters cons idered by the Board of 
Equal ization a t i ts first meeting 
and i n turn adjourn t he Board of 
Appeals t o reassemble aft e r t he 
succeeding session of t he Boar d of 
Equal ization to eare for matters con­
sider ed at t he second session of the 
Board of Equal ization ? 14 

~ie bel i eve t llat t he County Board of EauaJ. iza­
t ion and t he Board of Aupeals have t he inherent nower t o ad­
j ourn from time t o time until each body has eon1uleted the 
buPinese uroperl y before it . There ie a provis i on in t he 
St atute, ns set out i n your l e tter , hi ch orovides hen 
s2 i d Boards shal l convene , but t ',ere is no nrovia i on in t he 
Statute w'1 icn l i mits t be time the .Boards may be i n session. 

In Black V. ~(cGonigl e , 103 Mo. 192 , the aues­
tion ~~ s r a ised as to t he right of t he County Board of 
Equal iza t i on t o adjourn for a suffi c i l?"lt l engt n of t i me 
t o correct an erroneous no tice . The Court at par.e 20 0 snys : 
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"The question t hen arises hether t he 
boar d on discovering t 1e ~istake hod 
t he po er t o order a ne no tice . ~e 
statute reau1ree t he board to meet at 
the office of t he county cl erk on the 
first •ond~y of A~ril . The board did 
eo meet and t nis is affirmatively shown 
by its record. The statute does no t 
say anythin~ about adjournments, till 
it met have been in the contemol at i on 
of t he leg islature th ~t the board could 
~ nd would hold its sessions lo~ enough 
to dispose of the business before it, 
and in many count i es t his ould necess­
itate various adjournments. Tha t t he 
board has t he power to adj ourn from 
time to time, we entertain no doubt 
whatever . " 

In State ex rel. Wyatt v. Vaile, 12a · o . 33 , 
the question of t he Board's noner to ~djourn was also 
r ~ 1 sed nnd t he Court says t nage 43 : 

"The statute says no t hing about the 
power of the board to adjourn from ti-e 
to time, but the want of such a ~rovi­
eion in the la is i mmat erial; for the 
boar d had t he inherent po er to adjourn 
from time to time as t he business before 
it mi ght in i ts judgment demand . It 
follows from what has been before s a id 
t hat t he board had t he right and power 
to adjourn from Kansas City to Indeoend­
ence as it did. The fact th~ t t he board 
Dt its first meeti nv, ~ t K ans~~ City de­
clared its i ntention to meet at Independ­
ence on the fourt eent h ~hen it did not 
meet at tha t olace until t he t wenty-first 
i s i mmaterial . The orders of adj ourn­
ment made from day to day after t he four­
teenth had the effect to modify t he or­
der made on t he t hird. • 

It i s t herefore t he o~ 1n1on of t his Denartment 
that t he Board of Equaliza t i on may adjourn to some 4ate aft er 
t he meeting of t he Board of Appeal s , and tha t t he Board of 
Appeals may adjourn to pass upon mat t ers 1"1h 1ch t he Board of 
Equal iz? tion hears a t i ts second sess ion. 

Very truly vour s , 

A.r. PROVED : 
FRAn 'l . HA. YES , 
Asa1stant Attorney General . 

Attorney Gener al . 


