
GAMBLING - ~1f£le Boards" 

October 3, 19M 

Honorable J . B. llcOutttn 
Proaecuting Attorne,
Lavence Count7 
Mt. Ve~n, laaour1 

We rece1Ted ~ur request ot september 25, 
19M ~or an op inion aa to whether OJ' not "lrh1ttle 
Bonrda " are gambl 1ns dev1cea. Your letter, deaor1b1ng 
auoh boarda, 1a a a tollowa s 

• I assume tba t JOU know what tbaae 
laat de•lcea are . The,. are operated 
b7 placing a n1ckle 1n reoep taole, 
and puah1ng a lenr . 1hen a marble 
la ahot out, and U lt land• toJt
tunatelJ, a pa7ott 1s due, wbieh 
ma7 be a dollar (or more or leaa)J 
U' 1t landa untortunatel7 tbln tbe7 
olala 'JOU bave mere~ peld a nickle 
tor ~· prlvllege ot pla71ng tbe 
machine . I believe that is about the 
1n11 1 t la OJ)4tra ted. 

•Ttwy ol a1a tba t tbe Opel'a tlon ot 
tb1a laat named maoh1ne 1a a matter 
or aolenee or aklll, and not a gaab
llns device . " 

From Jour letter. lt 1• apparent that th1a 
chine 1a a de•loe, designed tor eambling, and oomea 

within the atatute, seotlon 4287 R. s. • o . U~29, de
t1nlng or1m1Dal of'tenaea a a tollowa 1 



II - llollorable J • B. lloGutt1D 

"E'n17 peraon who aball eat up 
or k"P •117 table or p•1ng de
Tic• * atand or device ot wba1;
.-.er pattern, kind or _lee, or 
bowenP worlatd, opera tee! or an1pu
l ated. or arq Jd.Dd of pmbllng 
table or gambling device adapted, 
deTlaed and designed tor tlw pur
pose ot plaJ1ns e7 gaae or obance 
tor mone7 or proper~ • • aball, 
on oonTlctlon, be adJudged gniltJ 
ot a telonJ, • o • 

The eaaent1al elements ot a lottei'J' are oon
a1derat1on, Chance and pr1se. - State v. ~aon, 1 s. w. 
(24) 10~ (1g8'7) • 1'be fillttle Boarda oontain all these 
elementa, and tor con-nn1enoe are aet Otlt aa tollowas 

(1) Prise .. The paJoft ot one dollar 
acn-e OJ- le••· 

(I) Chanoe - DependlDS upon tt. .arb~ 
o.as to :reat 1n .-. particular 
niobe or bole. U lt landa 1D one 
bole 70u w1nJ 1t lt landa lD others, 
JOU loae. 

(8) Cou1dent1on • Tbe plaoJ.Ds ot a 
niokle 1n tbe aach1ne aDd puab1ng 
or a lewr. 

It 1a, t:beretore, the op1Di,OD or tbla ott1oe 
that •l'fh1ttle Boarda• an pab11D6 deTloea proh1b1te4 
bJ the lawa ot the State ot M1a.,ur1. 

APPROVED I 

PRAJUtLDJ E e RBAGAJI 
Aaelatant Attome7 General 

Aot lomTfitct 
Attorn.,- General 

PEBaPE 


