CERTIFIKED CQPIES: Hight of State Registrar of Vital Statisties to Certify

Honerabl

state lealth Commissioner,
Jefferson City, Nissowri.

Dear -ir

of July

Photostatic Copies of Birth and Death Certificates.

e B, T VoGaugh, . D,

A request for an Opul.n'hn been reseived fram you under date
27%h, 1934, such request being in the following terms:

"It is the plen of the Stete Hegistrer of Vital Statisties

to install e photostating meehine %o photostat all certified
ooples of births and deatis seut out from this office. A
definite reascn for this being that it is impossible %o ssewrately
read many of the eertificates from which the certified copies

are written. The iState Registrer feels tlat all photostatie
copies of the origimal eertificate duly eertified by him will be
such more eoourate and much more sceeptable tian the written

form which we are not using.

It 1s the understandin; of the Hegletrar of Vital Statisties
thet by the Rovised Statutes 1929, Chepter 52, Articles 2, See-
tioms 9057 snd 9060 he hes the suthority %o meke any echanges of
thie eharester that he desires.

A eopy of the photostated material of the type muich will be
used for eertified copies is hereby attached.

It is requested that the Attomey Ueneral render an opinion to
tie State Hegistrar as to whether or not he is earreet in iis
asmunption that 1% is within his power to meke this change in
the method of furnishing certified copies of birth and death

cordificates, "

Hevisted statutes Misseuri 1929, Seetiom 9057, provides in part es

"ihe state registrar shall prepare, print emd supply to all
registrars all blanks and forus weed in registering, reearding
and preserving the returns, or in olherwise carrydng out the
purposes of this article3” * * ' *~

From this statute it will be obserwed Shat the registrar is given

consideranle latitude in the matter of determining the ferm of his records.

Hovised Stetutes /lssouri 1929,'eetion 9060,provides in part as

fellows:




2. lionorable i. T. Velsugh sagust 10, 1”‘0

"ihe state registrar shall, uwpon request, furnish sny eyplicant
a oertified eopy of the resard of any birth or death registerdd
under provisions of this artiele, for the muking anéd eertifice-
tiea of wileh o ghall be entitled to a fee of fifty cantes, W
be paid by the eppliecant. :nd any such eopy of tie recard of a
birta or death, when properly eertified by the state registrar
te be a true oopy thepeof, shall be prisa fecie ovidense in

all courts and plages of the fasts therein stated,”

It will bo cbeerved that Seetion 9060 imposes no definite type of
reotriction upon the kind of eoples whieh may be yrepared avd furnisbed
by the reglistrar, there being nothing in such statute which would indieate
that a sritten copy would be preferred over & photogrsphie sopy of the
originel eertificate.

There soems W0 be no geharasl provision in the statutes relating
the mamner of eopying publie records for eertification. is 1llustrative
of cther statutes relating to eertified coples are tis following:

“S5ee. 1652, Coples of, eertified by seeretary of state.--
Copies of any aot, law or resclution contalned in any suo: ook,
now or hereafter deposited in the office of the seeretary of
state, oertified unfer the hend and offieln)l seal of sald secre~
fary, shall be reesived in evidencel"

“See. 1660. Cepies of pupers, ete., in effice of suditer and
tressurer.~=lopies of all papers and docwnmts lawfully depceited
in tie offiee «ither of the treasuwrer or sudlior of the state,
when oartified by sueh officer and suthenticated by the seal of
office, sheull be received in ovidenoe in the smmermmuner ond with
the 1like «ffeot as the origimals,.”

Un prineiple 1t wuld seen that & photostatic copy of a publie docu~
ment or recscrd wuld be more desirable than & graphicelly transeribed eopy
besnuse there wuld be Bo possibility of errar in the formir assuming tiat
tie photestatio impression was clear and distines, and likewise & photostatie
oopy would not involve the risk whioh would be involved in making a Gecision
a5 %0 letters or worde vhieh wight be indistimet, whieh deecision would be
necossary if a written ocopy were being sade, s¢ that 1% would seem that both
upon = construction of the statutes and upon primeiple and reason there vould
be ne objeetion to the use of photostetic coples of virdh and death eertificstes,

in conslusion, 1% is our opinion that the Reglatrar of Vital Statis~
ua Rna be suthorined o eertify photessatic copies of birdh and death

Tow ¥t E M

AFPRUVED ASELSTANT ATT. REY OENERAL,

ATICHRERY ORINERAL,




