
RELATING TO THE POWERS OF REGISTR R OF v~T L '""' T TI 
RELATES TO BIR'rH CERTIFIC ATES . . .L \ v A. S'.PICS , AS 

non. B. T. MoGouflb 
v 1rman, ~ ta te eoard of Hoolth 
;J, fforson ~1 ty • 1osour1 

Doar ;1r: 

·.io a cknowlodco rceolpt ot your letter as ot 4atc ot 
r obruary 6 , 19~, in whiCh you et oto en inquiry os follows: 

"ll.r . n. c. Uaseh of . t . Louis 
•tosour1 1s dosirouo ot odop,ina 
th1a child , M~ry ~llen Urown, 
roc toterod with ~ta to of U1osour1 
r·o . 25 03, nandolph County , 1931. 

Dr. H. ~ . Griffiths, Coberly, U.isoouri , 
o ttondod this birth ~nd sont in o~id 
cort1t1o~ to , noMO being flled June 
OOth, 1931. ~oabor 2, 1953 , Jr . 
Griffiths sent in this sooond cort1f-
1oc to of birth with nnt"tion on s i de 
th~t tuu:o •os to clonr up e previous 
ono on which t he mothor mndo o misat~to­
non t "'. s to !1or r eal n~ mo. 

1. Dtd Dr . (";r1tt1 t hs bnvo t he right 
to 1souo th1o second ecrt1fior to , in n~ne 
of l..ary :llon Cor~loy, without se~ding with 
so~o o oworn stnto=or t of nothor 1r. which 
she cado t:~ t't'1d.v1t to tho f nct t ha t oho 
uaod on t ssuoed naco a t time or birth ot 
th1o child? 

-.-



2 . .5inco ~he Local Rog1strr.r · 
wl-.ere t his t>1rtb ooouro~ 1s W'l!lbl.e 
t o locate t ho mothor or this cb114 , 
1a t hore any other way this reoor4 
con be ohnnscd f30 t ha t c r . t~osch cey 
go uh&nd with adoption prooeod1nco?" 

I . 

aootl cm 905'1 R. s . v.o. 1929 provides tn part a s follows : 

'"l'he ato te re.e1otrar sb.aU Jilr&pare • 
print oa d euppl,- to all rua1otr o!J1'B 
all blcnl:s nnd to:rm.a uoed 1n rog1stor1ng, 
roocn-ding eat\ preaor•1ng tho returns, or 
1n ct~&rwiso oar•ylng out the purpoaos 
ot th:ls ort1cl.o; ond ahall 12'0PIJl'O ond 
1n~uo such 4o\n1lod 1nstruotlona ae oay 
be. required to secure the uniform ob­
ee"'v,.nco ot 1 ts prOY1a1ons ond the :min­
ton .nco of r por t eot system or r aetstre• 
t1 on.. nd no other blltnka she 11 be uae4 
t han t hose auppllod by the et( te reg1etrar . 
Ho ahnll oar e1'ully exc-m1no tho oortifloutoa 
reee1vo4 oonthly tro~ tbc local ree1atrors , 
ond it nny suoh ore 1nooople to or unootta­
t ectory, he ahftl l reoutro suoh further ln-
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torms tlon to be t \."l"n1 ahod tut mey bo 
ne o nsar7 to non tho record ocr .. lete 
nnd se t 1or ctory • . nd sll phJaloit na , 
rn1dw1 "'·os, 1!'tO"".:ll!lnta or undertnkera 
oonr.ootod "1 th on y ee • nnd r- U ot hor 

rsons ho•1n knc lodfi8 ot th t ecto , 
aro horoby r e quired t o furn1 such in­
to~ tion oa thoy y posaeaa res ardinP 
ony birth cr de tb upon 4 ond ot the 
stoto res 1atrar , 1n pereon. by emil, or 
tbr b the loonl ro 1atror.~ 

e are or t o opinion tran the torogo1n at tutory pro­
Yia1on t t the Stoto nogle r ot Vi t sl s t1et1ca h&a the power 
to require odd1t1cnol 1ntar nt1on rela t1•• to any birth cert1t-
1oote r eca1ve4 by b~ which 1a unset1ott ot~ry, and all poreona 
hflv1n knowledL~ ot ~n7 t act or t acta which would rondor sold 
cert1t1oa te c plete and aot1etaotorF to ao14 r c iotrar . are re­
qUired to furnish such 1ntor o t1on aa 1ibo,. may poeaoaa resord1D8 
8ft)' birth. 

~o n~o ot tbo optn1on tho t thin 1nt~ot1on may e 
trom any popson hnvln knowl dee ot th truth · lfhctthor parent , 
phr s 1o1on. m1dw1te or o~1 other pereon. It t~l• bo true . then 
1' 1a il at~J" w1 t h the r o 1str•r oa to •~ .. ~ cODstitutea ... at-
1atoo\or~ eort1t1o to 1tb1n tho meaning ot tho lew. 

fioY : 'oXI t I CX 
Attcrno:r Goneral 

• 1f • B MU:l"ES 
es1etant Attarnoy Gener 1 


