
C:IRCUIT CLERKD AND DE~"UTY CIRCUIT CLERKS : Amount, method and 
s ource of compensat ion . 

:1ove 1b or .. , ·- , 19 ~~4 . 

!!on . Tho:,a:s · ·~r the•o~t':"j , 
rosecutl~G · t nrnrly • ~rono~~P County , 

:·a.r-tl.n:ton , ' 1!\!' 1 ri . 

~jear J lr : 51 
A r c1u e:;t f or en op1n1?'!1 has b '.3 n rcce 1 v ·)d f:"'0"1l you 

un, er date ot ~'e bcr ltt~ , 1~~, ~~o~ ra~ucst boin~ in th 
f ·., llow t ng ter: • : 

"At t~~ laBt r~~~ral ol ~ction , our ola Circuit 
Cl ... r'· , .' . c . e 11"nrr , as de!'e!.!te(~ by Y • ... . Gr~1ves . 

• . '1ra• cJ , tl"ou • t Cl !rk- e , e c . , •r .is 
.!.ttorneY , OT1"y· • ' 'itt. , Of -n:r:n5net :1

1 
.i ~vuri , 

hn5 bor~ 'v ised thAt ~,J~r the Lewo ot 19~~ , 
pages 69 to ' 2 1 ; elus1,o , that he \ 11) b• , a~dcr 
t h!lt ,,,. , ' Etr""'1tted to .,-loy t· o \") -r tAty Clrcult 
CJ.or''::: ; ·~h 1 s County , l>y the last tc <J c~P'( 1 ' ~.,m~s , hen 
• ro., ulat. t n'l of 3:; , ~"~0") .s,.,c 1 (>36 th;.tn 7 , OOf"l ; by ~e o­
t t on 11? J6 , :' ~wa of U .;3 , '.:l n ,;e~ ~6: an~ . ./"'" , 1 ~ l s 
"lro• 1cted tPGt t lle ClT>c .. i.._ .. J.erk o~ ~his County rc­
c ~i "~re a nal ry or 11 2 .. 00 . 10; by .:ootion 11014 , !.cwn 
o r ' i s·;..,urt , J ~: ~ :~ , c.t pogo 3 72 , you ill see t , o.t it 
l n tha dut) o' th~ ~lcrks ' ...,; all CQurts of rccor~ , 
to charge und oollt ot cert& i"l. fetJ s , ' ana i t bocc::1e~ 
t~$ Cir~ ~t ~ J ~~~ ' R duty tc qu art :r~ y - uy into t ~~ 
County Treesur y , the tm~ount of any : een collect<.. , i n 
<""cess ot the RUms p!lr~1 t t&d to be retained for sor­
vlees sna ;ay 0f ~epct f ~ . ~d Aa8 istents . 

! , 03 · r0n o c ut ne . ttornoy of 1~~ n County, r e ­
qut•st you tc ....,.~--·~ M('l r ·ri tt~n opinion as t.o • !.et· er 
or not th~ ~ircLit ~lerk shal l r eceive , i n t~ic 
Count7 t it hO\ 1'1 t~ e .,;Opule..tlon or 2·fl , 0~0 f.l:lC less 
t t.a.n 7" , 000 , 2000 . 00 ealery , and i r o.d~ltion t hereto , 
t '"'e 0ounty Cr. u..,.t ~hG.J 1 1ay thE. !"alr r1ea or th ~ two ( ? J 
Deputy C.le r":"n . s t un\ eratund 1 t , both the salery 
for t '":e Cireu1 t Cl "lrk jf t t i s County- , un(: the salary · 
t or t.r-,e r-:;- u.ties , nust t1o pt. l a ''ut or the reec colloc tea , 
c n(. 1 :" t l • agg!'ei:l£' te re,,. collected exceed the , 2!YIO. ,"iO 
solnr 1

, ~e is rer mlttet only - O pay , out or t he excess 
of tLe total f ees collected . the salary ot th~ one or 
... ore e .:>uty Circui t Cler ks . However , ns 1 s tated above , 
Harry C. S:-r: lth , ex - rosool.iting . t torney , who 1a now 



2 . Hon . Tbomna A. . ' t. t !.ev:8 . 

ettorn y tor 'r . Ora·veo , ha& actvi~ea nnd d irected 
him "o lt8!'I!o.H! not onl. t . ~ ..,.2!iOO . OC , but tha t the 
County ... 0 \4l·t , r3gerdl ~ss or .rotl t! r ur :wt lh 
fees c ,11 eet ed i e to :pay t t •. so l~r} ot h 1& two ' } 
uc uty .... lerks . 

~dv 1ao ~e ~s ~~on as you CL~ , by your .rltten 
opinion , the oons "..ructi on or the L.6.: s or 1 33 , 1th 
r eferenoc to t ! e Cl rcu. l t Clcr '-· ' ~salary ttni. b~w • el d , 
fl\nJ t.lle .. e . uty ...:t rcu it Clerk ' s salary , &n c.l how end 
from ¥~ }o n t tunds tt'tt-y ore r,tt id • . , 

The cu esl;1 o r,r; ,.ulsed in your l ottt.:r havt) , we believe , 
been 8' oerecl by C ruliu£ Of t uiD Uepnrtman'L dire c t Q t o . on . 
Birt r y nt , Cl er k o! t he Circui t Court of Uunklin County, 
~ate<' r e h 7 , l~ !t4 , an1 s i c ced by Hoy '·c -1ttr1c k. , Attorney-
C~n ral, and rankl1 n .::o. . R<H.gan, u3s1etant t torney- G ... nernl, 
copy of wh ich ia unclosed . ln s uob ruli~ '0~ vlll obs~~ve 
thet 1 t is the opl o ion of this Lo p.e rt· ... ,ent t. l~t t~e ?lu.~ber nf' 
vor uty Cire 1 t Cler t: ~ is l e tt t.o tho;~ juQ.~n~::nt o f tnc.; County 
::;ourt , t h t tho County Ccna· t fixe~ t ) ' i r co . 'ensat.io.l "lnd 1'5 
liable to pay t l c sum ou c or th~ g~~oral revenue fund of the 
County, but t.hct tht: ..,2!.·'"') a lloN•d e.a t h<! componstttl"n or a 
Circuit Clork i n u County h&vlns bot ~e~ 0 , 000 en 70 ,00) in­
habi tent s is r.o t t o !Je -'"'a tu by th~ c,u.nty ... ::>u r t , the s tatute 
p rov1C11n g t r. t uoh ircul t ... lerk o:~hall rote.. l n !lU o..-.ount out 
o r the fees ooll etod by him i n ~la o ff lelu l captc lt} . 

~ ~ry truly your , 

.. . ~..-,j,, h . ·r 
Asa,;,atant t'..t to:rne j· - l.!~nerel 

k(.~ r. I "1'' ., 
t..t torney- <- - n ""ral 


