
COUNTY BUDGET LAW: 

(I 

Mr. Arlie Lake, 

It is not in conflict therewith for t he Count y 
court to contr act and make an appropriation for 
three years for extention work in t h e county. 

March 1, 1934. 

F 1 LED 
;--

New London, Missouri . 
' . I 

Dear Si r : 

This department acknowledges r eceipt or your letter 
ot Februa17 6, which is as follows: 

"Ralls County is under the budeet 
plan for financing t he county, and 
t he County Court has agreed to furnish 
tunda satisfactory for the support 
ot Extension work in t he county by 
the year. 

Under t he Smith-Lever Act , which 
proTides tor the national part in 
the tinancial ~rogram in Extension 
Serv1ce in the county, courts are 
requir ed to sign .a three-year con­
tract. Is there a conflict in 
reouirecents or t hese t wo laws? 
Please adT1se me if it is poss ible, 
under t he budget plan, tor the 
county court to contract tor three 
years . " 

You, no doubt, refer to Sec. 12623, which provides 
as follows: 

"County courts appropriating tunds 
under this article shall make such 
appropriation for a period of not 
less than t hree years nor noro than 
f our. 4ny county court may , on 
petition or on its own 1n1t1at1ve, ap­
propriate funds in support of a county 
fa~ bufeau prior to the final comple­
tion or the bureau organization, but 
no money shall be pa id out until the 
county farm bureau shall haTe met 
the condit ions set forth in sect i on 
12619 or this article. " 



ur. Arll e Lake -!- Jlaro.h 1, 1934. 

See. 1262S, R.s. uo . lta• appears to make it mandato17 
on ~he coun~;y court t o appropria ~· hnda tor not l"H than 
three ,.ara. We interpret th18 eection to mean that the county 
co~ makes the appropriation for three yeara but only pays 
one-third or the amount ~o appropriated annually . 

ID a pply i ng this to th• new budget law, Laws ot )lo. 
ltU, p. &fA, ~L.e first lline see tiona 1nolue1 Te deal with the 
budget in counties w1~hia wh1eh Balla count 7, according to ita 
populatioa i8 clasaltied. Bearing in mind t hat t he appropria­
tion ia made t or t._.. year. and oue-third paid annually, it 
18 ~h• pouible that t he aruma.l appropriatioa could be pa14 
un4er Cl.aaa I, page MJ, tawa ot flo. 19SS, ColOlty Budget Law, 
Cieh proYitlea ca tolloa: 

w!he county court Shall next set 
aaicte a tund t o-r the eon:tin&ent 
an4 ... r « ene7 eKJ>8IUI• of the count7, 
llht•h ahall in ao case be more than 
ODe-t1'fth ot the aJlt1c1patel r1JTenue. 
J'r<& this olaas the eotmty court may 
pa7 coJl,iJl8-.n\ and 1no1dktal expell­
••• aud e_xpe.ue or paupe~ aot 
ot)le~iae elaaa1f1e4. Bo p&Jileat 
ahall be allowed !'rom 'he tunds 1ll 
'thia o~ase tor any personal serT1ee, 
(Whether a~lary, teea, wa«e• or any 
otaer -.o1uments ot any kind whateTer) 
eatimated tor 1n precedin« clas•ea.• 

OOliCLUSIO. 

In nn ot the uove, 1 t 1a the opinion ot this 4epart­
.. n that the c0JU1t7 court can contract and make the appropria­
tion ror ~hree yean end the saae would not be in contltct w1 th 
the County Bu~t Law. 

APPROVED: 

OD:.AII 

ROY Uo~!'l'fR!ck, 
~ttora-., Gene~ 

Reapect rully submitted, 

OU.I W. l'fot.BK, 
As sistant Attorney General 


