
MATTRESSES: Use of ol d mater ial in the manufacture and sal e of 
mattr esses . 
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August 30th. 1934 

Jacob Kaiser Manufacturing Co., 
3rd & El m St reets 
St . Louis, Missouri . 

Attention; tlr . otto A. Schnieder . 

Dear Sira 

F\ LED 

L 

This ia t o acknowledge receipt or your letter dated 
June 20th, 19~4. which reads as follows: 

a .e would like t o have your opi nion on 
Senate Bill 747 passed by the 65th Gen­
eral Assembly as t o wheth~r or not a 
manuracturer oan purchase old cotton 
-.teri al.s . place aame 1n new tickings 
an~ orrer these mattresses tor sale to 
furniture deal ers . 

Awai t i ng ~our r epl y, we are . n 

At t he outset. may I atate that ther e has been no 65th 
Oeneral Aaaembly of the State of lleaouri• The last General 
Aeaembly of this State being termed the 67th General Aasembl y 
to which t here wae a Special Seasion. I f ind tba t no amendment 
was paaeed by t he Legi slature a t ei th(r the 66th or 57th General 
Aasembly wh1oh ohaDges tho law u i s aet forth 1n Article 12. 
Chapter 95• Revised Statutes or Miaeouri 1929• referring to the 
manufacture and sale or mattress es . You mention Senate Bill 747 
which is or no practical ..-alue at this time in answering your 
question. 

In order that you may understand the atatutory r equire­
menta for t he manufacture or matt~eases. when using previous~ 
used materials. I refer you first to sub- section 3, section 1~300 
Revised Statutes or Missouri 1929• which reads as t ollowas 
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"The word •new' as used in thia 
article sha 11 mean any material which 
baa not been used 1n the manufacture 
ot another article or used for &nJ 
other purpose. The words 'previously 
used' as used 1n this article shall 
mean any material which haa been pre­
viously uaed in the manufacture of 
another article or used tor any other 
purpose." 

With these defin1tiona as to phraseology, we f~d Sec-
tion lS~l to contain t he following provisionr 

"No person s hal l use 1n the making ot 
bedding tm.7 material known a s 'shoddy' 
and made in whole or in part rt-om any 
old or worn clothing, carpets, burlap 
or other f abric or material from which 
s hoddy 1s constructed; ~ material 
not otherwise prohibiten'Dy this 
article of wliich prior use h as been made ; 
unless any and all of said ma ter1ala 
have boen thorouSblJ sterilized, and 
disintected by a reasonable process, 
approved by t he Missouri State Board 
of Health. 11 

Section l~S eonta ina the ~ollowing provision: 

"Bo person shall sell,offer tor sale, 
deliver, consign for sale, or hive in 
his poaseasion with intent to sell, 
deliver o r cms1gn tor sale any arti cle 
ot bedding which has been uaed unleaa 
the said article or bedding sba ll first 
be t horoughly steriliz4d and disinfected 
by a process approved by the Uissour1 
State Board ot Heal~.· 

Prom the statutory law I have just aet forth, it ia 
apparent that old cotton .ate rials cannot be used in the manufac­
ture ot mattresses, unless t he same have b een sterilized and 
disinfected by a v..•ocesa apprcved by t he Missouri State Board 
of Health. It will be necessary tor you to OODII'lunicate with t he 
said Board o t Heal th i n cr der to determine just what the approved 
methods of disinfection and s terilization are. 

Section 13311, R. S. Ko. 1929 contains penalty tor the 
violation or this article. Said section reads as follower 
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•Any person or corporation violating 
the provisions at this article shall 
be gui lty of a misdemeanor.• 

We also respectfUlly call your attention to Section 
1~08, R. S. Mo . 1929 which provides that no person shall make, 
remake or renovate bedding excepting persona making, remaking 
or renovati ng bedding tor their own use until a perm! t has been 
•ecured so to do. 

It is t herefore the opinion at this department that 
old cotton materials cannot be purchased by a manufacturer, 
placed in new tlcktngs and of f ered for sale to the retail trade, 
unless said old cotton materials have been properly di sinfected 
and sterilized according to the statutory requirements as 
have been h1 t herto set torth. 

APPROVED a 

ROY UcKITTRICk, 
Attorney General. 

Reapecttully submitted, 

!fOHN W'. HoFtMIN, Jr. , 
Assistant Attorney General 


