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BOARD OF PENAL INSTI TUTI ONS: Expense of return of e s~aped 
convicts payable from 
fund. 

Jul7 2S, 19M 

Depaptment ot Penal Iaat1 tut1ona 
Jetfereon C1t7 
ll1aaour1 

Gentlemen a 

Acknowledpent ia bereb7 .-de of your lette~ or 
Jul7 17, 19M, ae tollowaa 

•The tunda tor the apprebeDa1an of ea• 
capod cr1~la b&Ye b .. n exbauated~ 
a few eao.apea baYe been retUPn.t here 
an4 the espenaea paid out of Pett'J Caah. 
Firat, this would aooa exbauat the Pett7 
Caah fund. In addition. the State Aud1• 
tor euggeete that I get an op1niOD troa 
"ft:IU to kDCJW 1t 1 t 1e legal to ..a the•• 
pa,_ente out ot the Pett,. Cuh t"und, or 
&n"f other flmd . • 

Seet1oa ~ ReYlaed Statu tee M1aa mr1 1929, 1D 
part provldea a 

•The atate pr1aon board aball,subject to 
law ,baTe t he exolue1 Te goYeruaent ,regula­
tion and control ot tba .tiaaour1 atate 
pen1tent1ar,-, the 111aaou.r1 retOJIII&torr, 
the 1nduatr1al hoae tor girl•• tbe 1D­
duatr1al ha.e for negro girla aDd ot all 
other peDal or reto...-torr 1Dat1tutl ODa 
hereafter created and or all peraona who 
now are or who hereafter ehall be le gall.J' 
aentenc~ to eltber ot the 1Dat1tut1oaa 
here1Dabove mentioned or retened to aDd 
who ahal.l be committed to the cuetody ot 
said boar4,&Dd said board aball •ke a.4 
en.t'oroe .-uch b,-- 1awa, rul.ea and regula-
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tiona •• the7 troa t1ae to t1•e d ... 
neceaaan and proper 1n the -nagell*lt 
ot all 1natitut1ona or persona now or her .. 
attor legall7 oamm1 t ted to said board • 
and ahall be voated wlth aD4 poeaee.-4 
ot all other powera and 4ut1ea neoeaa&rJ 
tm4 proper to eD&ble 1 t to C&F/:7 out tul~ 
and e1'reotuall7 all the purpoeea or thla 
article.• * • *" 

Section Sl$7 BeTiaed Statutea atasouri 102; la 
aa tollowaa 

" anev•r &XQ' convict aball escape 
rrOIIl t he pen1tent18.17 1 1t shall be tbe 
dut}' or the board to t~ all proper 
aeaaurea tor the apprehona1on ot auoh 
oonvlotJ and tor that purpoae 1t aball 
o~ter to PR7 a reward~ not e.x.oee41Dg 
one buadred dollara ,1t auch convict be 
apprehended outa!de ot Cole couat7•aDd 
twent,-tlve doll ..a lt auch convict be 
apprehen4ed 1.n Oole oOUDt)" ,tor the appre­
~~- U14 4ellWeJ7 or Web COII'Y10tJ 
aueh reward aball be obargeable to tbe 
state.• 

Detendanta 1n cr1mtnal oaaea, where a pen1tentiU'J' 
aentance bae been 11IIPO&ed, are aenten~ to the penitent1UT 
there to be kept until tha aentonce ia aerved or until t1» 
det'ende.nt la otherwtae 41acharge4 trca the pen1tent18.1"J" ao­
co"M1ng to law. It 1a a matter ot ccamoa knowledge that 
even UDder the moat confident admSo1atrat10D and atr1cteat 
aur.e1llance eacapea fro. pe~ 1natltut1ona will oocur. 
It 1• aa amch the dut"J ot the Board ot PeDal Inatl tut1ou 
to aee tbat auch eacaped conrtcta are retunaed to the peAl• 
tent1&1'7 ae 1 t waa to noel•• and keep th• 1D tbe t1rat 
l.natanee. •o provia1cm 1a ~· 1D the law tor the p.,..nt 
ot the apenae or tbe return ot auoh eaoape4 penon. unl••• 
1 t can be toUDd 1D Cbapter .f.4 ot the Bev1aecl Statute• r4 • 
M1aaou.r1 1929. 

Section 84M above quote4, requlrea the Board to 
take all proper meaaurea tor the apprehena1on ot oacap"' 
eonv1cta. !bia author1t.J neoeaaarllJ ~11ea the right 
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or the Bo&Jid to incur auch expenaee aa 11&7 be neceaa&rJ to 
ettect the apprebanaian ot the eacape4 CODvict . 

Ret erring to the State Penal Irlati tu tiona, Seotioa 
84M in part reada a 

"All JDODeJa derived troaa the aalea o~ 
an7 articl .. .anuractured 1D azv ot ea14 
1nduatriea in thle article referred to. 
aball be collected bJ aa1d board u4 pa14 
into tbe treaauJ7 ot the atate to the cre­
dit ot the following tunde• * * • * * * 
Said board •hall .further detel'lline wbat 
part ot aald receipts are due to labor &D4 
other prottte 1n the operation or aa14 
pen1tentl&17~ aD4 aald amount shall be 4e­
poa1 ted ill the t earning t"tmd • • • • • * 
!be money deposited 1n the t eU"D1ng t'tm4' 
shall be uaed b7 the prlaon board tor the 
uae ot, support &Dd .. 1JlteDUlce or sa i d 
prison, and such expaaea •• ooae under 
section 8408* • • * *•" 

The Legi.alature , 'b7 lA•• 19:53, page 17, aeetion 
4S, appropriated out or t:be atate tre.1U17 tor .-ergen07 
pUPpoaea ODlf, the 8UJD ot three hundred thousand dollar• 
( $~,000.00) or ao mReh thereof' u •ight be neoeaa&rJ to 
ae•t an-s eaergeD07 1D the operation, c011trol and ..,•ge1DGt 
ot the etate peal laatltutiona, to be uae4 anl7 tor toM 
purpoee ot meet1Dg UDf'oreaeen e.ergenciea and cmlJ 1n auch 
-.:1e r as the g~ernor ab.a11 authorise and approve. 

Tbe Pitt,' Seventh Oeneral Aaeeabl7, Lawe 19:53 ,page 
103,105, -.de a general approprlat101l ror the expense or 
operating the atate penltent1ar;r, which appropriation bill 
pro~14ea • among other thins-, ror tbl pa,._nt or ge•Nl 
expense connected with tbe operation ot tbe pea!tenti&rJ. 
Since it ie the dutJ or tha Boud ot P-..1 Iaatltut1arut to 
bring about the return to web 1nat1 tutlan ot the priaonera 
who eacaps theret'roa. we ••• no reaacm 11h7 the expense or 
the returD or ncb prleonera could not be pa14 out ot the 
appropriation tor general expenae aboye rererre4 to • aDd 
auch ezpenae could alao be properl7 pa14 out ot the ••:r­
~nc7 appropriation or three mtndre4 thoua.nd 4ollar8 
<tsoo.ooo.oo) a ppropriated tor the operation, contJtOl mMl 
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management of' t he a tate pen1 tentlal'J • and a Ulh is aup 
op1n10D. 

APPROVED a 

fUSt mokrr'i'ifict 
Attor.ney General. 

GL: LC 

GILBERT LUIB 
Aaa1•tant Attorney General 


