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t ear s tr: 

A requeat tor an op1D1on hu been receiwcS. t'rooa you UDder 4ate 
ot Oetober , 19_33 , auoll re uea\ b•ln& 1r. t he tollowtas tema: 

".te \aM .uehOQH c~t•toner • I a Char 4 wl th t il a en• 
toro ' ot ~· niae4 ut.uM& ot iaaourt , 14)19 lJl 
a.ll4 Ina 10Jl X..a, u .. n 1~, 1925, 1'27, and 1C)2~. 

'!'-ben 1 .. u • ovtatn pro"''iaton wbaebJ pv.blle warebou ... 
oau be 11oeue4 a~ 4 '-oll4e4 tor \ • o" ot taniq wue­
houae reoe i pta buacl on the t ue:.ottng d. wtghin"' ot gn.11l 
both ln\o and. OQ\ ot \be pUbl ic el..atora by lOJ&ee ot t he 
: tate Gra1A .lnepeotioll and etah1 ep nt . bare an 
alao pr~14ecl HCQlaUou \l.Dder which \ .e w tuaa ot p lie 
warehcuaea a hall b4t o duo ted au4 genal U es tor '1:8 Ttolet1on 
ot thea• r~laUou. .\ola~tona are ~raely rare, t at 
when lt te rea.U•4 tba t 1D Jranaaa 1 \1' alD::e t here a.re now 
a wpz"Ox1aa\.ely 25, 000, 000 b e la ot ll"aill em • ch wuehO'Q.H 
reeel pt.e haft 'Mea 1aaue4 and. res1atere4 dar 't• aupernaio 
or thla a. nt , t ·.e t .he ~moe o'f o ataiatna t.ha 
integri ty ot t~• reoelp~ 1a YeTJ eY14e~t. 

on <.o~ber 4th, ov s , . Lou1a otf'loe Wired t t tlle cea'tral .&.. 
:lnator, 1ooate4 i n :it . • a ,_>4 operab4 bJ t o l l)'lm tn 
aDd . eed c~y. b.&d been •ls hed Ul) an4 obeoke4 by our S\ . 
LOula ottioe , and t t t bo e;:re tn roun4 i!l t ile elefttor wu 
llOt equal l a t nar cr-4• to t • out.a\u i na war.b • re-
oetpte. A ooaterenoe ... n-14 oetober fjt.h at. which I waa re<J."eate<l 
b7 tbo ollrelnar Grain Ccapanr, tho holder ot t t!e · t.e\and1na 
waru • J'Mftip ta , to l"lli. t loa41Dg cut or the grain ~ 
1D tho el..ator, 1 " to 1 t t o tbe lJDD a lA and. 
Feed c ~1 'tba arel:loue reoell) tor \l'.e o AU lod.e n ioh 
1D turn were to be canoelle4 bJ cur eatat.rar 1 st. t ou.!a. lt 
M Us t h ht a4'ti a le t.o 11••• H optllion rroo JOUr otrlM u 
t.hia p , 4eo1a1on wu wit elf tU • o.OD1' eDOe cCNl.4 be 
b4 with J'CU1" ottlce, th1a betn MO 1~•~ Oetobel' lOth wtth 
your • ~...-n. tlho a4nae4 an opl a10D oould DOt be Cl'Mn w1tb-
out a wrt~\en requ.at, altho t he aeoeaaltJ tor t a-'1on 
wu atrea.-4 beeauae or a lble detertol'atlOD or tba P'&in. 
ne "14 howeftJ' atate the tter ~"'ould plaoed Mtor e t • 
olro 1t attorney o~ ' · LOUie. 'l'hla wu 4oM tbe atwJ"DOOn ot 
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OOwMJ' l Oth, and ruul t eA i n our H 1Da r eferred to 10~ 
uala'M.a\ Mr. 1. E. LellllOD l n ot. Lout , who upon explau• 
Uon of t he ot rolDIS'taneea wrote an op1a1on, copy ot whloh ta 
er.oloaect. 

ln ltne with ~. Lenuoa•e op1Dion the al a baa bean l oaded 
ou~ a nd t here are now nrehouae reoelpta outate.n41q rer wtl oh 
t here 1a ao sretn t n atoftge in the Central A. eYator , an4 
wtth 'thia 1n mlA4, r . 1.enaon wu qatn ooneul te4 bf our letter 
of Co,obel' 1Cjtll in wtaioh na e:z,reaaed our optniou ttat t 
proper pronture to take would be to a.ko wrl t ten dcaud 1D 
peraon on the Cen\rel. .i.. efttor co. , t or t he aurrc4er of 
t he outatwldiJla ~ case reeo1pte tor oa:coellatton. hen if 
t hey retuaH to do ao, 1 t would be ne ... eai-7 to start 'Pl'Oaeou• 
t1on un~er t be ~tate crebouee Law. Copies or our l etter aut 

• LemlOil' • n pl y are eno loae4. • are &lao «1.0loa1n« oopr 
ot a letter wri t t en by t he P1dolttr and Deposi t caapany of 
aryleu4 to our • t'enl1 1n st . Louie , g l n ns their oanaen\ 

to 1.be dispoaal. ot t he U &.":!0\Ult or ~in left ill the el e..ator, 
attar all poutbl• de11Yery bad been made on outatan41:::ta we.:N­
house re tpta. 

I~ aooor4a~e• wt th t ho r~~h an~ rtrth paragraph8 or ur. 
LaaDOD' a letter ot October ~3r4 , I a= aubsd~ttns the tac~a 1n 
thta oa.ae, an4. will appreo1a'te tm op1D1o~ raprd1na proeecut1on 
and all poaa1 bl a phuea enter1n,s i nto 1 t which 1t0ulG t ntluenoe 
our poliO)' ta h Ddl1 thta par~icular tt.ar. 1 l>el1aY. tho 
taportau't fao~a baYe been oo-..re4, bu~ pl e ... adrtaa if a441-
t1onal intorma~ton ta neo .. aary. " 

a. s. 1tlaaov1 192} , oUon 13344 pro-.tdea ae tollowa : 

"Sao. 13344. a ... S»,• - t'l'au4ulent - pe&alty.-Any wanhouae-
IUUl or elefttor-man of anr p-.t~lo wm-.boUce or pu~lta aleY•nor 
D eaw4 by thia art tela , or e~loye ot auch warehouse or al.afttor , 
or owner or naa.r o<ueotect with ~. or &aJ othn P• n 
wbo shell be U ' ' ot l edlna an)' warebouae Ol' elan tor noetpi 
to:r enr proper~y not aoballr ln auoh wuehoun or alefttol' a~ 
t ho time of laautnc auoh r"atpt , or whc\ ahall be N U'J' ot 
tsaul ng ~' ~ouee Ol' elaYator r.ootpt 1n cur roapeo' t.au4u• 
l ent 1Jl tta obaraater, eUher u to i ta 4ate or the qwautnr, 
qual1tJ or tna~'e4 pau ot aual{Propertr , or who ahall lana 
a 4upl.1oate reoetpt wUhout caent the IIIIU •AuplloaM'. or 
1fho ahall torp the nclat.ru• a name to an orilinal or 4uplloato 
arellicuae Ol" elaYator Naetp~, or who at-.al.l re oft ttnJ gJ'OiN''J 
trc::1 noll WU'ebcun 0'1" ol.aYat or a:eept to preaU'Ye l t hom t ln 
or other au44ea tn.pr, wttllwt tho return an4 aan..U.aUon of 
U1 ancl ..U cutetan DC reoa1pta that ..,. haw been t awed to 
n preaen\ auob pro~r. • 11, ••·•n ocm'Ylota4 thal'eor , be 1~1 
ot • feloar, nd l a a441t 1on to other pualtiu preaeril»ed bJ 
ibis antole, llaJ be punl hecl l>J tmprlaonae.nt ln tba penitentiary 



tor not l as a than two nor moM \ban ten yeure . " 

The aboTe atatute 11 eelt-e~lanatory , and, u w Wl.dUI1.Lt4 rour 
1-''• and N queai , t.r.ae tran~eeuon reterre4 to 1Jl euo h l.etwr ar.4 ·~uo•' 
mns• be eo,..,.ed by :.mch statute beceuae, u wtll ~e cbael!"ftcl In the a.bow 
et atu\e . det1ni te tra:1~lent 1 "ltent ie Mt 4e neoMury tor au"-7 ot the 
Y1ol tioAe de!1ae4 by auob • •etute. 

•:::eo. 13354. varehcaae:;,.an or elen.tcn:an - .;roaeou t1on oi'­
duty or proaeo~ting a ttorne7. -•Ir. ell ertmic~ proseou\tone 
a~atnst a puhlio warehouae&an or pu'bllo elefttorrutn tor '\he 
violation or ~ny <f •he p~cT1 ~ 1~na or th~ e~1ol~ , it e 11 ~ 
th~ duty of t. e r,roeeout.1 r1ft attorueoy or the OOW\tJ 1D waata h 
!h.oC'b pro•ecutiol\ 1 :< 'brou~~ t. , or 1:' 1n the c1ty Ol' t . l.ouh , 
the duty or tM prGaeo,lti nv et \orne1 ot eid oh.J , \o J)t'OI81\tte 
the same to rir1~:;l 1oeue in t • ue;:e ... r ar~ o•: b 11ht· H' of the 
people or th~ •tate ot 1e aour1 . " 

f ect1oll 133o~, -blob deale wHh t.r:a l!utitas ot t•1e artthouae .;o:r.n.tealour. 
proTldea in per \ oa foll owa: 

""' "' "lezoTer it trh 11 cc:me to .ti e kncwladse, or !le on:ll l 
b6ve reftt;OD t o beliaTe tt1t~t at y law lll'Ve.l"ni r..s t ue pubJ. io wan• 
bc.uaea or elaT&1.c.re C'•t' toh tta\ e uneer this a.rt1ole 1a bo1DC 
o:- he boen TiOll'lte<l , be ar.-11 o uM to be roeeco'e4 or pro­
s ~te nll ~r~«<S guilt Of •u.::-. 'V 1 Oln tiOr •• * + • ., 

"~ o. 13371. A~\orn•Y·R•~teral at.el ~roaeoati !'l<, cttorr.oy- du\y 
ot.- I t ahall ~ t •• nu. ~ ~- or ~he attoruey- c;ner&l end 'tne at ate ' a 

at~rney 1ft •~•ry oounty. 1f 1n ••••• brouqht in ~t . ~cu • • tho 
•'ftte• a ••torner t'wr ~ •16 otty, Qr o. •te r equeet of aoid 
o 1ea1our to tnatS.~te ud pr ome outa . t\Y u .. rl a:: amiu or 
~roo .. dtnge •h1oh they or a lth~r or th ahel l be dtrected by 
aai d aocmt esloner t o laatlcute and prceecute r~r a v1~lat 1on e r 
thia ~tole or any law or tbla • tate e~oerning pubJ.lc ~are­
houaae or ·Ublio aleTa\ora aa OOl\eiltuteQ by this articl~ , or 
the ott1oer~, e!llploye • ownera, ~ra1tors or ognr1 t11 of r..ucl1 
warehouse• or el~Tft~ora." 

..... u ...... that t~ 1Ul81Nl' to your 1Jlqu1J7 1a found ta tu aao~• 
atat'.ltH . ""hue , \ y seotiou 13369 1t 1a •48 the 4uliJ or the oa.taaioner to 
la .. e,laatn Ttolationa ot tbe atatu'•• reapeotinc taa otion ot wareb~••• 
ccmtaa11u; sratn an4 to • oau.•• to be proMeute4 or pro•ecu'• all peracaa 
cu11'7 ot euoh Y1olat1on" n1eh •an• t.bat tt wcul4 •• to be ~l'.e cluty ot 
'~ oamai• •loner to oall •1olat1oaa t o tbe atte \ion or t he proper aa~orltlee 
tor prctMhUon. Tbe proper authort i y tel" pi'08eOui101l b)' CeoUoa 13354 would 
be the proeeoutlaa attorMJ ot the oountr 1• wl\1o tb.e proaeoutl on 1a brouall' 
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n u our op1n1oa that, OD our u.n4el"at.nd1l\8 ot the taota that 
Hl"ebll.M rM•t»t.a wwe 1~4 wlt o.a t he pe'\J M'\ual.l.¥ Ml 1• tu 

a:N ~ e, ar that propeny _. Wi ~t ntu:n and oue Uatt011 at 
auoh ~ecetp\e , '\hAt either ot oh aota 4 amouDt t o a Yiclatton ot 
£eoUon 13344 tlbtoll provtdea that ••h •iolaUcma &H teloniea pW118h• 
ablu bt tmpri nt ill t u pent'\ ttur - •otton 13344, end tnat t • 
~ver au'hozo1~7 to auok 't1olat1on • houl.4 be repOrte4 woul4 be t.he 
~roaeouuaa At t orney ot the o ty • the tlcn t• to be lutltute4, 
or th .Attorne)' GeT~. an4 Uat it would " the eut.r or t uae 
Coamiaatoner w lXl9ke auoh J"•port. 

APPRO : 


