VARRANTS POR MONEYS COLIECTED

NECESSITY OF CGIRCUIT CLERKS ACCOUNTING VITH MONEY
AND DUE AND OVING THE COUNTY.

AND WOT IN SALARY

UNTY OFFICERSS:
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of Stoddard County
Bloomfield, Mssouri. d
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Hone. Sol Hobb, = July 27, 1934.

It 1s necessary to inguire into the nature and character
of county warrants before definitely declding the guestion be=-
fore use 1 look to 15 Cede, Section 307, Page 568 for a
specific definition, which reads as follows:

on the part of the county and of the valldity
of the claim for which 1t was issued, it is not
a conclusive adjudleation in the sense that a
Judiclal deelslion is, and the county 1s not
estopped from afterward questioning its wvalidity.
Also it 1s but evidence of a pre-existing
nessj it is not a debt, except within the mean=
ing of some constitutional provisions, when 1t
is to be satisfied out of the revenues of future

e Ina sense a ocounty warrant 1s a promise
r-tho end it has been likened to
a promissory note, slthough 1t is to be distinguished
and it does not possess theo elements
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If the elircult clerk were allowed to account by way of
: or county moneys collected by sald clerk, such
practice would allow the circult elerk to settle cash obligation
tured obligations, 1t would 1In substance
eircult clerk to cash salary warrent in a manner
trary to the statutes, which require warrants to be reglstered
out of certain funds in regular order. In addition,
such a practice would posslbly dela thopoz-toruhrluor
other eounty officlals, due to the fact that county moneys had
used to cash the salary warrants of the eircult clerk.

The 1935 Legisleture passed the County bBudget Law, which
es that tlree classes of claims shall be pald prior to
payment of the sslary of any county officer. - laws Mo. 1933,
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fespeoctfully submitted,
/ssistent Attorney Genoral

FRANELIN Lo REAGAN

Attorney Cenoral
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