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FI NANCI AL STATEMENT OF COUNTIESI Interpretation of Laws 1933, 
page 353. 

~· 3 ' /~ 
Jlarch 12,. 1934. 

llon. Lawreace Bol.Jiaa 
Proaeeut1ag Att or.oe7 
Ra.Ddol?!r Oouaty · 
•oberly, • leeour1 

Dear Sir: 

We are 1a reoe1p\ of your request for aa op1n10D dated Feb-
ruarJ 17, 1934, which ~eada as follows: 

·~llftre has beea considerable d1aouss1oa aaoBg. 
Co~y Official•• as to the co~atructtoa of 
Seet1oa 12.165, as appears 1a the Session Acta 
cd 1933, at page 353, 1n rega:rd t o the publ18h-
1ag of Oouaty Finaac1&1 St a temeat. 

• It s eeu to ae tha"t tJle Statut• is ratller 
pla in aad speaks foJt lt aelf; howeYe:r, 111 
order that we .,. be eure about 'he pro-per 
coDetruction, I nab. JOU would please g1•e ae 
an opinion u to j .. t what 1a neo••••Q' 1a 
o,rder to -k• up a f1na.aclal •~ateaeat that 
will co~ly wit~ th1a Stat~te.• 

Section 12165 ad 12186 R. s. Jlo ., 1929, aa aaended in Laws 
of 1933, page 353 proT1dea for the annual f1naac1al statement of 
couaty courts. 

'fhla law waa appro Ted by the GoYernor on .lp:r11 1, l9·33, and 
ae there wae D() eaergency clause attached to the bill 1 t weat 1:n.to 
effect ninety days after adjouraaeat, which would be July 24, 1933. 
Hence oouaty courts are required to comply with the Act ata7,1Dg 
on or before the f irst aonday in Karc., 1934. 

lD order for JOUJ' county t o publish the prescribed COUJltJ' 
financial atateaeat for the 78&% odiag Deo•ber 31.., 1933, whic• 
1a the t inaac1al s tateeeat for the precediBg fiscal rear, the law 
d•a1patea that the du1y ·to prepare the said statement la pria&r117 
on the Clerk of the County Court, in those coua~1ea where \~ 
County Court has failed or refused to (ealgQate aay ~er peraOD, 
~d whether the f1naeo1al statement be~ooaplled bJ the Olerk of 
the county Court or by the duly authorised age•t apJ>Q1nted bJ tile 
court 1t mus1 be cert~fled to ln the fo~ prescribed by the. Statute 
foz cer'"1f1cat1oll. When the .statement is coapiled by &D ageat 
employed by the court, other than the Oouaty Clerk, the cert1f1-
ea,1on prealc r tbed for the County Clerk te not required. ror a . 
fal" ce-r'tlf1cat1on. ODe 1..a liable on hie bond , and the act 1• aleo 
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dea1pated u a cr1 ... 

.Any coutr court author1s1Dg aa ageat to oo~~p11e the f1aaaolal 
atatnaat ahould flrat let the te1"118 of the author1sat10D aad ... 
ployaeat ahow of ~eoord aa prarlded in Section 1~10?, R. s. ao., 
1939, whtek proTldea: 

-Yhe ColDitJ court a&J • b7 aa order eate-re4 
o~ reoord, appolat aa agat to .te 887 ooa­
tract oa beb&l~ of such couatr for e~eotlag 
8DJ oouaty bulldlaga, oz for aar other pm-­
poee auth0%1 sed by law; aad the ccmtr&ct of 
auoh ageat, dul7 ueca-s ed on behaU of auoll 
couatr, shall b1ad nell couJL'lJ lf JftU&liMt 
to law aad euoh order of court.• 

The f1naaolal etatea .. t of aar ooUllty ahould be compiled ~ 
include the follcnrlag detail aad be 1n aubatut1allr the follow­
lag fonl. Yl&: 

1. 

a. 

3. 

FUAIOIAJ. Sf .l!DIIf I'Oll COUftr 
J'OR TBI D AB IIDII G DE<J.~DB~ii-'D"'31-.......; ~ 

COII.PI LED Bt·~------------· 
I. 

!Jae total boDde4 debt of ______ Ooua:t7 outat•M-
lag Dece8ber 31., • nA I . lf the Oouatt ha4 
oatataad1Dg bonda, thea ae\ ou£ Ii detail \lle followt-.g 
f acta. Ylz¢ 

the boad• are 1dntt_fled aa boada aa4 
.. tu~e &a f ollowa , 
their intereat ra."'i_•._la__,l~---aa ...... d":-"!:t .. h_e_a_n,-ua.......,l~l:-e~YJ'~"X'l-o~ 
i•tereat aad ainking fUDa Ia I • u authorised 
b7 SectioD R. 8. •o. • 1931. !lie tota l aaoUJl\ of 
interest aad ela.ifng fuad that baa be .. colleated 1• t , aad the total aaouat o1 inter est aad 
sinking fUDd on balld in ca•h 1·• I . !he later-
eat aad s1nk1Dg fl11l4 Oil baad llaa ben loaned to tke 
f ollowing perso~• ae f ollows, YlS! 

Waae of Borrowe1' AaoU1lt of Iu:tereat Deaor1pt1oa Aaouat 0~ 
Loea on Loaa o:! Seourlt7 Inter••' 

DelADqueat. 

I I • • • • • • • 
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a. 
3. 
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fte total &aOUllt of coua~y aad 1iowashlp aohool fiada 
oa haad for the flecal Je~ ,... I . · aa4 
the total aaoUJit loaned ou-t wae • 

!he aa~ of f1D$8• pe~lt1es «ad farteiturel onl­
lected durillg the yeu aad turaed 111to ~.~~eD:Ial61tt 
achoGl ftllld waa· I, 1 • • • " 

the achool loaaa aow oula~aadiq are u followa~ rt•: 

Waae of .... , Date Date of Deaor1pt1Ga A110uat o-f 
Borrowe%' of Loaa of Loaa Ka-tu1t7 of See'UJ'l~ later eat 

Dellnqu.•t · 

I I 
I •• • • 

ll'l. 

Yhe total valuttoa of oouAI7 property ~o~ tasa~10Jl 
fol!' the fiscal rea~ ,.. • • 

~he Coast1tut1onal rate pera1tte4 by t._ aoa.ttt•ttoa 
wa• I . 
1h• rate le:yied b)' 'tlUt Couat7 Courl waa I • u4 
ea1d rate wu d1Y1ded a.ong the aeT•ral t•ia aa lollon. 
vts: 

R.a\• 
1. %uaae. Stat-e lnatttut1one aad Paupd• 

a. Jn~J aa4 Blectt.a 

a. Jloacl• •d B1l1dgee 

•· Salary aad Operattoa 

5. Co~ttngen$ ca~ Z.O~g..-., 



1. 

2. 

•• 
5. 

a. 

ao.. Lawrenoe Ho~ _.,_ 

1. 

a. 
3. 

IY. 

the total a.ouat of delinqaen• tax for all yeare aa 
of Deoeaber 31• , waa I . 
!he following penona were delinqueat aad owe a per­
sonal tas fo~ 01le yea~1 prlo-r to Decellber 31~,--­
againat whoa suit waavftled. ... ~ 

Y. 

fotal ._ouat Persoual 
,.az Due. 

!he total receipts for the fiaoal year were I _______ . 

fhe Rece1pta 1ato the aeTeral fuade for the 
year were aa tollowe, Yiz: 

f1aoal 

tneaae Jurt aad Road.a a.a4 
aad llectioa Bridge• 

Pallpez 

Salary Oontingeat &peolal 
aal and 

Operatioa ;.ergenor Puad. 
t 

r:roa the 
Geaer&l • • • • • • fai look 

h'oll 
Ra1lroa4 • • • • • • Tu Book 

~oa J31lla:rd 
ara4 !able 
Licea•• .. • • I • • 
J'roa rezrT 
L1ceaae • $ • • • • . 
:Pro• La».4 
Bao.kt-&a 
Boot • • • • • 
J'roa Perhll&l 
Del.iaqueat 
~tat. • I I I 
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?. rroa linea 
and Penalties • • •• • • • • 8. Fro• ~1 
Other ouro" $ • • • t -

!o~al reoeind 1Jl 
each r.m• • • • • • 

1'I. 
I 

!he Goa~~· to~al diabuaeaeat for ne17thing for tu 
fiscal rear waa t . 
The followiDg s&lal'J' war~an~a were issued. aad pald •• · 
officer• drawing a 7earlr aalar;r, •1s: 

1 

lsne4 to 

a a 
!i~le of Bow ..., 
Officer Warrsnta 

I 

total Aaouat 
Pa14 

I 

··---­•-----
Warraata •o. to •o. 1ncluslYe were 1e~ed 
and pat4 to juC!gea ud clerk• of •1eot10Jl at I __ _ 
per day 1n the total aaouat of I . !lie lar­
... ~• were 1eau ed to the f ollowing DAII84 peraou, rts: 

!he d1ebu.r-eaeata were aada bJ' road dlatr1cta 1D tile 
follo1f1DC ..... ~; for fiscal rear. 

~ 

RO.tD DIS!RJ:ot .0. 1. 

I aaue4 ~o PurpoM Wanat Bo. Date 

(Set out each Road district as above) "" i strict t otal ----
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The total diaburaeaent aade b7 all ro&d diatrtcta 
for the flaoal year waa •-----
The following diabazaementa were aade by road 
oYe%aeere. tor the fiecal 7ear. 

••• of <>Yeraeer P&1d to Purpoae 

• • 
G:ra.ad total •~------

lhela tlle above purpose was for labor tlaea aet out tlle d&J8 
worked and the rate paid per hour or per ctq. 

fhe follow1ag rece1pta aad disbun•ata were .acla 
b7 Special road 41atr1ots for fiaoal year. 

Special road Distrtot N . ..;;.o .... ____ _ 

~1a diatrict reoe1Yed t ____________ and disbursed 
tt as followe~ 

··---•---- ·----
!o'tal Jlloallt •---

(All apecial Road Distriota ahoald be 11ated as abo••·> 

!he couaty d1atr1but1ye achoo~ f~ feoe1•ed , .. 
following aaouat durizas the f1aoal Je&J' froa tu 
fol1ow1ug aourcea. 

!otal 

Jaouat. 

··------,. _____ _ 
•-----­
•-------
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The coua~y d1atr1but1.e achool fuad waa dieburae4 
as follow& for the fiscal year: 

Dieburaed to !'otal Aaouat. 

•----­
•----­
··-----

If taxes were leTied by Yirtue of Sectioa aa. Article 
l, lcma11tut1on of Jliaaoul'l, the fill 1a the foll01fi.Dg: 

•'87 Ylrlue aad authort~y of the dlaC2'e•t.onary 
powe? confer%ed upoa couaty courts of t'-
aeye%81 coua~lea o~ th1a State to le~ a tax 
not to exceed twenty-f1Ye ceata oa the tloo.oo 
aeaeeaecl Yaluat1oa the couaty court of' 
Couaty did for t he year ooYered bJ thit_r_e-__ 
port leyY a tu of I on the 1100. 00 Tal-
uation which aa14 tas aaoUBte4 ~o I ____ _ 
and waa disbursed aa follows.• 

Paid to Warraat Jol Purpo•• 

··--­··---•---
fotal Aaolllat t ___ _ 

year not 
All d1sburseaents for ~e fiscal ,tberetofon set out or 
included ln the foregoi.Dg dlaburaeaenta, are hereby aet 
out aa follow• in detail: 

--~-

Drawn • 
what fua4 

(Bere fo llow in the language of the Statute the fora 
therein aet out for certification. Let the oompil.•~ 
date and alp the 8&118. ) 
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It 1a our opinion that this County Finaacial .Stateaeat law 
is a .anda~ory law preecrib1ng duties aad detalla that .mat be 
ooaplled with. Any flrumcial ata~•ent which follo•• the abo•• 
fora 1a prepare4 eubatantlally in confond t7 to the requireaftta 
of the law aat out ill Sectioaa 13165 and 12166 eup:ra, ud whea 
t~e aiatutory ce~1ftoat1on 1a attached it la ready for publloa­
i1oa. The atatute pro-.1dea tha~ the J'inanoial S~ateaumt be pub-
11ahe4 1a aoae newa'P&J)el' of general circulation. published in the 
oouaty, bu~ lf there b• no newspaper, then the Statute ~ro-.1dea 
for pub11ce:t1on bJ posting the atate•ent 1n ~en public place• 1n 
tilt oOUDtJ. .locofding to the Sta'tu~e, publ1cat1cm ia one lasua 
of &· qualified nriepaper meets tbe requ1reaen~e aa to publioatloa. 

8eci1cm 13186 npra, prondea that the pabllaher, whoa •• 
bellne will uauall7 be a nenpaper, aa tbara 1a not a Oo1Dlt7 
la 'tJae State but tlaat eoH neYapape~ caa qual1f7 fo:r pubUcatt•, 
IIU&t file two p:roofe of publ1ca~1on wl th the oouaty coart t aa4 
it ~h .. beco••• the duty of the court to file ODe p:root or pub­
lication l'A the reoorde o'f the oourt arad the other ODe they ••t 
fonud to ~he State .ludltor. !he publ1aher ie %equ1red to tur­
aiab t.he ooaatr court wtth a copy of the atate.eat la addltloa 
to the 011e filed 1rl th proof of publ1oat1on 1a the offlae of tlle 
court. !llia extra copy 1• to be posted on tbe reoo%da of tlut 
coun afte% the oou.rt ha.a made u. oJrdar 'o ~1uLt etfeo't. Tbe JNb-
11aher 1a aot eat1tle4 to hie charge for prlntiag until he ~ 
fulf1lle4 the law 1n fll.l11g the required two proofs of publlc ... 
tion and the extra atateaat to be poa~e4 iD the r•ord. !he pub­
lisher aust aet hia type ln the .anner that tat•• the leaat apace 
aeaaored by the ataadard colu.a width aeaaur•. ror the publica­
tion of aald f1DBDoial atateaeat ae abo.e aet aa•, the pttbl1aher 
1a e.Rt1tlod to be paid hla bid baaed 011 at'f£Hd oolpa •fdlll ••iifi• ucl if he did llot bid tor the job, eDba • nt t 'ed to 
reoeie a .raaaOD&ble e110uat baaed Oil abpcltrst oolna Yldt• •emrt. 

Any peraoa a deaipated ad eaplo7ecl ag•t • by the oouatJ 
court otker thaD a boDded county officer. to prepare the '1~ 
olal A~at ... at, ia re~utrad to g1Ya a .aretr bond for ~he fattbful 
perforaaaoe of his dut7• aad lf a oouA" officer or .-plo7ed ageat 
fall, Deglect or refu.ee to prepare tlle nat•••' 1• ooapllaDOe 
with the Aot. he ie liable oa hla otfloial boad foz derel1ot1• 
of du\7• ia &4d1t1oa t-o the or1a1aal peultlea &boTe referred to. 

All7 parson designated u ageat by ~• court to prepare ~lM 
OOUil~J f1Daaoial at_ateaat cannot be paid b7 tlle ooun for thie 
aervlce until the Stat• Auditor baa actnotaedged receipt o~ hie 
proof of pabl1ca,1on aad baa notified the court t~t tbe r1~ 
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olal State .. nt OOIIJ)lles w1 \h tbe requtre•eata of law. ,.or p:r .... 
parirsg the atat-t the court ila7 al%ow ~he ...,.., agreed oa b7 
contrao~ of e~lo,.at but not to exceed the prlce per madre4 
worda pena1tt" ~o tile Clerk of the Cowat7 Oourt fo:r the wrttbag 
of oouzt record. 

!he p&J for prepariJlg ud publlahlag tbe Vlnuclel Stat_, 
should be prorated aaoag tbe •••eral QouatJ f~da la proport1oa 
t:M\ eaa I tea bear• 'o the total coat of pre:parlag aad publtaJt.. 
1DS add •tateaeat • aacS whea 1 t be not feaalble to cbaqe ~u pro­
ponloaate •hue to .., epectflc fUJlcl, then that proportloaate 
allare abould . be charge-d to the Salary &ad Operation Ytmd. ro~ 
1na\aace. ~hat parl of the at-ateaeat which deale ritil the Pe~ 
aeat School Juad would eatltle the publlaher to a wazraat fr011 the 
P e~eat School 7t11Ml. wbtoh wanaat would be in 'tlle a110uat u 
tlae oo1ua tach publtaed relating to the Pel"IIUL•t School Paa4 
bean .. to the total col~ ln~ pub11alaed 1Ja the whole P1DUC1al 
Btat.-t. It would .U1tle th ce>~~pller to a warraat f"l'oa tM 
Pei'Milut School had la U.. NtOat baaed upon the allllber of woH.e 
used 1.Ji -.tter relatiq to the Peraaaat School Puad co~~pa~ed to 
the tQtal uaaber of worda ~••d 1u the co~lete4 ~1aaao1al State­
aeat • oa t!&e o~r haad• •tter• 1• tae atat ... t relatbg to 
del1raqaeat tu ooul4 uot reuoa1t.bl7 be charge ~a1nat aar tuld bf' 
reuo.- of the -tter publ1ahed• &ad ha~e th1a olaup aader tile 
law allould be aade agalaat tlle 8ala17 aa4 Operatl• hild.. 

n. dutJ to paate tile publ1ebed etate ... t oa the oourl ·&-~ 
coJtd.a •ttez tlke o4JQ:rt •o order•• le upon U.e Olert o~ the Ooaatr 
OoUjrl. aad for paat1~ .... oa \he record he ia not to be altoWM 
.., par. 

· •·!Jie~• la a dut~ em ~· State Au41 tor • upoll reoetpt of a CouatJ 
r1ua .. 1al 8tat-t, to eaaine 1t a d lf lt coapliea with tu 
law • to appJ"-oYe 1 t •d 1--ediatcly notlf7 the Oouat7 Treuurezt aa4 
ctoett Court tat he llaa reoelYed the proof of publloatlOD ad. 
t~elr ~lDADGlal Stat .... t t~ the flaoal year .. 41_, Deo .. ber 31, ___ , 
aat lllal lt coJII)liee wlth ~e -l.aw. It ta al•o the 411\~ of tile 
State Auditor to p7epar• --.ple fo~ for f1naac1al atat .... ta aa 
er befon .1•17 24• 1934• •4 11&11 .... to tile 00Uilt7 Clerb of. 
eae)l couat7 1-. tbla State. Oil the oi .. r haadt tile law proYida 
tJaat tlae f&llue of the State Au41 tor to aupply fona cloea aot 
ezeuee aar peraoa troa perforaiag &a7 dut7 1apoeed b7 th1a Aot. 

nse Act weat 1Jlto Jffect on Julr a•~ li33, aact atter tb 
proYlaloaa of tke Act the Oount7 !Teaaarer la re•t~a1Be4 traa 
el\Jaer p&Jl11g O% entering for protest aar warrut tor ~e pa7 of 



aay Judg• of the Count7 eourt af\e~ April 1, 1934• sad uatll 
8Ue• t1ae .. h• A&a reoa1v44 ao~!c• troa ~•• State Auditor t'-t 
p-~.oo~ of publication of Oe Oollllt.J• a ftnaac1al fJ"ateaeat u JaG­
T~de4 bf thte article ha• beea filed ts the Audlto••• offtc•. 
aad i.:f a C~t7 !~ea•uro paya o:r pro'e•t• a e&la1'7 wa:r:ra_, fo:r 
&117 OouatJ luctp he 1• liable on hie ot'flolal bolld to• de:r .. 
lle-"'toA of d1:1t7. 

If " ha~• aot tullr co•ered the (pleatloa aubldtted ta 70tlr 
requeat we will be pl.eaaed t o render Y'Oll a fut•u oplJllon .b 
the -.tte.-. 

.• ROn&: 
~ 

A6Y ICIH!RDI 
At1or.ae' O..e%al. 

., 

Q. ORR SArmRS 
A•alatun .lttoa•T Beaeral • 


