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Eti'TiliG TO PO ER OF COUmY OAIW:1 OF EQU/d.I ?./,TI OU TO 
AY.E f,,,,.F. J'" :.u:~ CF PROPl!dtT"i 0 I TTED FRO J ASSESSOR tg BOOKS I 

ril '18th, 1934 

1 on. D.l ter u.. Uil er\ 
?roa. Atty. Lew1a Coun~ 
l .. ontie llo , ieeouri 

Dear Si a 

18 cJtoowledge r ceipt of your let-ter ot 4at.e 
ot April 1 tll , 1934 in which you iCQuire n4 at te tta 
tollovaa 

followaa 

"'ne Samue~ tt.ingly , a roa14ei.t ot Lni e 
County, iesouri t dep rt.e thie l..ite oome 
aix r;aontha ~'0· t t ~ t1 of bia- d th he 
waa ~ e ownttr 4lt about ,o .oo par value 
ot Corpor t •~ock i n e u. ~ Steel Corpora­
tion of Pennaylvania. He bad own thia 
atock ainco bet o e J Wle 1, 1 33. Thia ato 
baa beaD tuwentori t he aa~etta ot tho 
oa t e ot th oliid (• uel . ttingly. 

~he Bo •4 o~. EquaU&Gtion ot tl1ia county baa 
added the unt ot the a ovo atocka to .e 
aaaeaament 11 t ot ' r . 'att.lngly ae t i.liG 1 tem 
wae not inclu<l.U in the 11 t ot propert)' given 
to t.b Aaaeeaor o~ thia county by • Hatt ingl.y 
~ ior to uia de tb. 

In your opinion haa tbe Board ot Eq~1znt1on 
the la t'ul riC• t to ke aucb an increase in 
ur . e.tt.i 1.1' • useea ent? Pleaee give e 
your opinion at once. • 

s ect i on 816 Bev1aec1 Statutea, 1 29, ' 'ead.a aa 

"~he county board ot eq 11sat1on, at 1te 
annual meeting in each ;rear, ln ac1d1 tion to 
the 1lOllero m co nt errec1 b~ law • o. all havo 
author! ty to ace eo and equali&e t.,e value 
of any propert-)' t nat rtJa¥ h3ve been omitted 
from the a aeeaaor" a book• then UDder eXAI:',.. 
!nation by said board , a nd in c ae oni~ 
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shall add any ~roperty , real or personal, 
to eaid aeeesoor ' a booka, it ahall cause 
notice in writing to be aerved upon the 
owner o~ such propert y , atatiQg the kind 
and class ot property and the value ~ixed 
t hereon by aaid board, and naming the time 
and place, not l ese than :ti ve day a there­
after, whe~ and where such o ner may appear 
betore aaid board and show cause why said 
assessment should rot be made. At the time 
fixed, said board ahall aga1n meet and give 
an opportunity t.o sai4 tar.vQ¥er to be heard 
in regard to &aid aaseaament, and rtJa¥ change 
or alter the same upon it. bei~ shown by 
aaid owner that said assea~nt waa erron-
eoua o~ ~ror•rl.y madeJ ot.herwiae, .eaid 
property and the valuation, as fixed by aa14 
board, ahall be extended upon the aaaeesor•a 
booka, as in caae of other property . 5&14 
notice shall be signed by the clerk ot the 
county court and shall be served by the aberitt 
ot t te eountJ , end it shall be the duty ot 
the prosecuting attorney , en called upon 
by the board o:t equalization, to represent 
said count7 in any such proceedings. In 
ease o:t t h e aaaeaament ot real estate be­
longing to nonresidents, publication ~ be 
cade of the additional aeeeeament in the 
same manner ae publica tions required by 1«w 
whe~e the asseoament hae been increased by 
said board. " 

~rior to t t e enactment ot tho f oregoing stntute 
the courts ot our atate held that the county boards ot 
equal.isat1on had .po o r to make asses enta or adding 
proper~ to l ists returned. 

In State ex rel v . Cunningham, 153 Mo. l.. c. 
652, tbe court saids 

•7be board ot equalisation have nothing to 
do wi~ caking a liat ot the prope~ or 
adding property to the lists returned except 
in the proceeding eontecplated in Section 
7537 when the aseeaaor gives written notice 
t-o the board that a person baa made a talae. 
liat wi ~b intent to det'raud. 1'he ordinar;r 
duties of the board ot equalization pertain 
only to equalizing values ot property on the 
lieta returned by the asseaaor• " 

Ro doubt in view ot the ab"Ove opinion andothera 
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