
STATE CHILDREN ' S BUREAU - Abandonment defined 

March 1, 19M. 

Mrs. w.w. Henderson, Director. 
State Childr en's Bureau, 
Carrollton, U1ssour1. 

Dear Urs. Henderson: 

I 

This department acknowledges receipt ot your letter 
ot Januar,r 2• enclosing copy ot an opinion r endered by former 
Attorney General Shartel during hia administration, i n which 
you ask it the opinion is acceptable to this department at the 
present time. Your letter in tull reads a s follows: 

"Enclosed i o copy ot an opinion rendered 
by Stra tton Shartel wh ich we ask that 
you examine and see it it is upheld by 
your administration. 

If this is satisfactory to maintain as 
cause tor our action i n adoption cases 
we shall be glad to have you advise us at 
your earlies t convenience." 

We have r ead the opinion carefully and agree in the 
conclusion r eached; however, we desire to augment same with a 
more comprehensive definiti on ot t he .word •abandon•. 1 Corpus 
JUris, p. 138f defines "abandon" as follows: 

"To constitute such an abandomeDt by 
a parent as wi l l depriva him ot the 
right to prevent the adoption o~ hia 
child, and dispense with t he necessity 
ot hia consent, t here muat be some 
conduct on his part which evinces a set tled 
purpose to ~orego all parental duti es. 
But merely perm1 tting the child to re-
main tor a time undisturbed i n the care 
ot others is not such an abandonment. 
Whether or not a parent has abandoned 
his child i s a queation of fac t .• 



Jll"s. 1f .w. HOdel"aaJl -z- llaroh 1, 19SI. 

With thia addition to the opinion o~ Gea&ral. Sha:rtel,.-.­
aoa•~ tu SUle aa PJ"Operly 4eelenttg ~he law. 

APPBOVJ!:l): 

OD:AB 

lot l o:ictti'Rr ct , 
J.tt.O"ntq General 

Beapecttully a~tted. 

OU.IYEB W. NOLIS., 
Aaais~ant ~ttorney Ceneral 


