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CO. r Y B~~u~~ ACT: LI~UOR' CONTROL ACT: Fund s d~rived from 

sale of county licenses to ~e pa id into 
General Revenue Fu nd and a ppr opriated 
to the d ifferent classes accord i ng to 
requirements of the budge t . 

.March 19 , 193f 

Honorable Robert w. Hawkins 
Prosecuting Attorney Pemlecot County 
Carutheravl lle . M1seour1 

Dear Mr . Hawkinaa 

FI LED 

) ~ j 3 I 

Th1e Department 1a in receipt of your letter 
of ~rch 12, 1934, in which you request an opini on as to 
t he f ollowing etate of facta: 

"The County Court is desirous ot 
knowing how the License money col­
l ected under and by virtue of the 
Liquor Control Act shall be used? 
That is . could t he court apply the 
money to the fund or class ~oat in 
need; or would the County Court 
haye to pro-rate the monel t o the 
Yarloua ruftde or elaeaeat 

Under t he new Budget Law as passed by tbe 
57th General Assembly of the State of iaaouri, Laws 
~iaaouri 1933, page 340 1 . all r eceipts of the CouatJ are 
credited to t he general fund with two exceptions. 
Secti on 10 of the Budget Act provides i n parta 

"That the annual budget of any 
county shall present a co•plete 
financial fund for the ensuing 
budget year. " 

It further provi deea 

• That all receipt• of t he county 
for operation and mAintenance &hall 
be credited to the general fund . " 

The two exceptions to t his are, t he special 
fund f or t he special tax l evy f or roads and bridges, and 
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t he dlfrerent funds for receip ts from the sale of bonds or 
ror the retirement of bond is•uea. 

The financial aet•up under the Budge t law begins 
with a Gene ral Revenue Fund . The county court then, by vir­
t ue of Section 2 ~t the Budget Act, seta aside su f ficient sums 
for the proposed expenditures in t he different classes . 

Claaa Six provi dea: 

"After having provided for the 1'b• 
clas•es of expenses heretofore apect­
fied, the county court may expend any 
balance for any l awful purpose. Pro­
vided, howeve.r, that the county court 
shall not incur any expense under 
claaa six unless thar e is actuall y on 
band 1n ca•h funds sutf1c1ent t o pay 
all claims provided f or in preceding 
classes, t ogether with ani expense 
~urred under class six. 

The Liquor Control Aet of the State o f il18sou.rl 
went into effect January 13~ 1934. The Count, Budget Law 
requires that on the tlrat day ot Febru.a17 of each year the 
clerk of the county court s~ll prepare oerta1D info~tion ot 
which the following ls a part a 

"Est1 .. ted rece1ptat 

Oth~r r &venue ( eae~ 8ource shal1 be 
stated separately) eat1 .. ted. 

Total eettmated count y revenue tor 
the curr~nt year trom all source,. 

'l'en per cent shall be deducted fra~~, 
total tor deltnqueat taxes to get 
the n~t amount eat~ated tor purposes 
ot budget. 

The court must balance ita eati .. ted 
bWiget f or the yejr ?rcii"'lhe flret 1'1ve 
claaaeaoii t he ne eit'Iiati":" -
--~--- -- --- --- _. ______ _ 
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Section 8 of the ~dget Law provides, 

"That it i s t he duty of the count7 
court at ita regular FebPUarJ tera, 
to go over tbe estt.atea and reviae 
and amend the aame in auch wa7 aa 
to pro.ote ettlcleDC7 aDd econo.J 
in count,- gOYernment.• 

Section 10 ot the .BQdget Act provldea in part , 

"That the budget ahall aet torth 1ll 
detail the anticipated incoae and other 
meana of flD'anc!ng the proposed expen­
diturea.• 

IDa..uch aa tbe Liquor Control Act of Miasourl became 
law on the 13th day of Janual"J, 19M, the 1Dcoae to the county 
by' reason thereof must have been included in the budget re-
quired of each count,. as anticipated incoae. 

It la therefore tapoaalble tor thia depart~' 
to say f or which claaa of proposed eapen•1ta.e the count.J 
court inteDded in ita budget t o uae the tu114a derl ved. trc:. 
the sale of count,. llceaaea. However, there la no doubt 
but that thla money ahould be paid into the General Revenue Fund 
and appropriated f rom that aouree to the different elaaaea accor­
ding to the requirement• ot the budget. 

APPROV .!.DI 

RoY woKITTBicl 
Attorney Genera~. 

Joa. W. HOF~, Jr. 
Aaaiatant Attorne7. General, 


