
, 

T~Tl0N : COLLECTOR : Suits r~, del inquent r eal estate 
taxes instituted prior to the ef­
fective date of Laws Missouri 1933, 
page 425,are governed by statutes 
in effect at the time suits were 
instituted and not by Laws Missouri 
1933, page 425. 

Septeaber 19 , 

Honorable liilliam s . Gabriel · 
209 First t.ational bank Luilding 
lndepondonce 
luiasourl 

Donr &r . Gabri e l: 

lhis Department acknowledges receipt o~ 
your letter datGd September 7 , 1934 , as follows ~ 

"I r oo.d your op1n1on pertaining 
to the new delinquent tax law, 
and am writing you for an add1• 
t ional opinion baaod upon Section 
9962b of the Act i n question. 

As attorney tor t he Coll ector of 
this Co~ty , I fil ed a large n~ 
ber of suits for ~ho collection 
ot delinquent taxes for the years 
1930 and 1931, aggregatin~ some 
six t housand , with perhaps f our 
t housand still pendin~. 

question 1~ , whether under Sec­
tion 9962b , 1 cannot proceed to 
col l ect these ta1ea under the old 
law, •h1ch allowed attornyo ' a l ~e , 
and alao whothor the Coll ector will 
not be authorized , upon p ,.-mont or 
these taxes covored by suits pend­
ing . to collect attorney's fees ae 
p rovided by the old law. 

If 7our opinion accords with mJ 
own, that the Collector is ao 
authori zed • we will be a ble to 
collect ln a gr eat amount ot 
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Bonorablo ill1~ s. Gabriel -2- September 19, 1934. 

delinquent taxes, beginning about 
the aiddle of BoveC>er. As the 
mat ter staDia now, there will be 
no pressure whatever tor the pay• 
ment of these dol1nquen t taxea 
two and three years old. The 
State, County .d Schools (aa 
well aa the Att orney) are deeply 
1ntereet&d 1n their collection. 

I will appreciate your op1n1an 
upon th1a question at your 
early convenience. " 

Section Q962b of Laws ot "1aaour1 l933~page 
44,, a~ong other thinga , provides thats 

"* v noth±Dg herein contained 
aball be construed to atreot the 
right of the county collector to 
proceed to final judgmant md 
foreclosure t or taxes upon which 
suit had been instituted prior 
to tho effective date or thia act, 
but not in final Judgment, o o ow 

From the foregoing 1 t ie clear that as to 
sui ts inatituted f or the collection or delinquent real 
estate taxes, when such suite were instituted prior to 
Jul7 24, 1933, would be governed in all t hings according 
to the procedure under applicable statutes in force at 
t he time the aut ta wer e 1nsti tuted and w1 thout r egard to 
Senate Bill 9f, Laws of Jl1asour1 1933, page 425 . 

Youra very truly, 

OILBKR'l' LAllB 
Aeaietant Attorney General 

APPR0Vr.D2 

(Acting) 
Attorney General . 
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