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r . Edward G. Flint, 
Pattonsburg, '1es ouri . I 

Dear Sir: 

e acknowledge recei pt or your l e tter or •ebruary 1, 
1954 , in which you atate and inquire ao t ollowa: 

"~he Township Doard ot Cypress 
Township, Barr1~on Co., ish you ould 
dettne the 41ft r enee b tween a 
count7 bridge and a townohip bridge. 

Ia the township requ1r d to make t he 
tills and approaches tor count7 br14 a? 

Doos t he value or repairs on county 
bridges ake an7 ditteronce ae to wbo 
repairs them, county or township? 

I . 

(a) All bri4fea coatins leas than one hundred 
dollars o construct, ln d!atriota under 
townehlp or£!nlzatlon, are township brl!sea. 

(b) 

(c) 

Tbe bu1ld1Ds of tills and a'proachea to 
brideea constructOd b~ ooun 1 court In 
4latr1ota under towns~i orfinlzation 1a 
a matter ol c~tract I h t e county court . 

Repairs coattne leas than twentz-t1Te dol­
laraf u2on county brl&sea within the township, 
aEiii be made at the upenae ot \he towJUJhl p 
Board of blrectora. 

Section 8164, n.s . Uo . l92i proT14ea a• tollowa : 

\ 



ur. ward G. Flint - 2- l'eb. 9, 1934. 

~ho township board or d1rec~ors ahal~ 
construct and keep 1n repair all br!dgee 
1n their d istrict ooat1ne lees than one 
hundred dollars ; and ohall mlce al.l nec­
essary repairs, coating less than twenty­
tive dollars, upon bridges which are now 
or may hereafter be built w1tb1n the 
towlUthl!l: roY14e4, whenever it ohall be 
neo•asary tn any road d1s~r1ct tor the 
townshl~ bo rd to causo to bo built a 
bridge, the ooat or which exoee4e twenty­
five dollar o, the board may, in ita 
d1acret1on, advertise tor b1da bT B1Y1D8 
at leaGt rtrteen days' notice, b7 t1va 
written notioes, postod in a ny public 
plaoea in satd townah!p, or by ubl1eat1on 
in soae ne•apaper publ1ahod 1n the district 
ot the time and place or lott1D the 
contract . " 

Section 8165, R. S. uo. 1929 providea ae follows: 

"WhonaYer it ahall be necessary in any 
township to build a bridge. the cost or 
which shall exceed one hundred dollars, 
the township board o~ ~irectors shall 
make out and cause to be presented to 
the county court a certified statement 
ot the amount or mone~ necessary tor the 
construction theroor, and, it deemed 
proper, the said county eoart shall cause 
t~e bridge to be built by oontr ot aa 
proYided bJ law. " 

Sections 6164 and 8165 , aupra, appear to be sel~-1nterpreting; 
that 1e to say that the upen8e or all bridges coat1nG 1n tho con­
atruot1on thereot less than one hundred dollars , shall be borne by 
the townahlp Board ot Directors. 

Under the sBJto authort ty tre rale that township boards or 
· directors shall not onl7 bear the expense or tbe construction ot 
bridges coating leas thtlll one hundred dollnrs1 but 1 t ta their dut7 
to maintain thela, as well aa o.ll bridges whicn have been or mar 



liU". - 3-

thereafter be constructed by the County Court in t heir d1atr1ot: 
proY14ed, aucb repn1ra are leas tban twenty-tiTs dollars. 

The bu1ld1nc ot appro ches and t illa t o bridges built 
by the county Court 1o a s1 ple ~tter o~ contract tor the 
coun . 

APPROVED : 

: .AB 

OY cidT'l'HIOk, 
Attorney General 

Reapeotrulty sabMitted, 

u. . BARNGS , 
as1atant A\torAeJ General 


