PENSIONS « Right of Missourl Commission for the Rlind
to suspend payment eof.

jeptesbher 11, 1934

“lsscur] Commiselicn for the Blind,
3868 “estminster Flace,
“%, louls, #“issouri.
ittention viez arie V', Filnen,
tenglon “eoretzry.
Gontlemeny

A request for an opinion has deen recelved fros you
under d-te of sugust Pi, 1904, » .eh request being in the
fellowing terass

"ie resreetfully recuest your sdvice es to whether

or not the Commsission hes suthority to suspend pay~-
“ent of easion to poensiomers, wic refuse to pay their
debis, sueh es rent, grocery bills, doctor bille,

end so forth,

‘@ have pemsicners who have gscecunts with groeers,

whe glve them oredit for three months ond exreet to
receive peyment of ageount when the pensioner receives
nis gquerterly eheck and then the censlomer refuses to
neye These so:-ounte rengs from 8,00 to 100,00,
Maturally these merchants sypveal Lo us for asslatence
in eolleoting thelr »ills,

ilso ¢rn we legelly, under the law, suspend payment
of pension to those who dlesipate or ~ermlit others to
dlssipate thelr pennion, and o8 & result ere witiow
funds sméd are on relief rolls &né telng scelsted by
organized eharities, 7o heve csses here pensioners
sre without fusds ¢ week gfter receiving pension end
are sppealing to these oharities to give them flasn-
ciel aszlstence, In severs) instanees we heve in-
sisted penslioner give power of attorney to some re~
liedle, reputabie rerson, whieh has deen done and es
e result the penslconer is recalving the full benef!t
of Lthe rensiom of the etute., :rve we within our
bouads fa éoing this® CGur only obleet ls, of enurse,
to ;rotect the rensiner sn’ Lo ald end esszict him,
“hen he is aprorently unable to do so for himselr,

tessuring vou of ~ur apprsecistion for your aéviee in
this matter, we beg to remala”
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Fevised Stetutes of Viascurl 1929, “cectiom 8893,
provides thet certain blimd peraons "shall bde entitled to re-
eeive * ¥ * an ennuel neasion " * ° payadble im equel quarterly
instelleents.® There ere tLwo usual metbods of dlsrensing money
charitably, nore, the method »f direet peyment for relief, :nd
the other, the met od of snother rerecm or an aduinistrative
boly receiving sueh money and apylying 1t fer the use of the
parson belng supported, im w leh lstter method, whleh is ¢ form
of trusteeship, the bemefielnry never reeelves the ectus) money
devoted to his use, but :nly receives the things purchesed there-
with, It will be odserved thet the above statute indlcetes thst
the first of these metiods is the method rescribed for blind
pensioners.

fevised . tetutee Yissocuri 1029, jeetion 4G9, whieb
relstes to the metbod of distridution of tlind pensions,  rovides
in rers thet cach pensioner must £111 in end send te the itate
Auditor es a condition precedent to the receipt of esch instelle
ment of his pension a requisition "comtalining other th ’
a statement that reguisitioner is the ruoiﬂicat of the ;ension
porswna)ly snd that he or she has the free and full use «f sueh
peasion.” If remsioms were suspended in the mesnner sugqested in
your letter, it would net be possidle for sueh pensioners to make
this stetenent (n thelr reculsition ané comseguently it would not
seem that the Ttate isuditor would be Justified in drawing bhils
zarrent for the paymeat of sueh peasions.

tigvised J%ctutes Vissourl 1089, OSection 8302, srovides
as follows:

"It shell be unlswful L8F S5

poeiety, group or as500165100 L0 reques

oaorat. aolicit ar 1adueo any Dans iond tile
-t o az 0 '?Iflﬁiblll!!ll[fll[!i

sr[ﬁ!lﬁtt!!l! {or _8n
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snd eny pernon. agun or ra'rttcatatlvs of zuck or-
ganization, scelcty, group or sesocirtion who eou-
mite any sueh eot or sets shell bde gullty of & mis-
dereanor; and It aball be the duty of the commission
for the B1ingd to investigite ell sueh crzes econing
to 1te stitention ané rerort seme to the proper au-
thorities,

This statute in its use of such terms as "allot” and “peart wlith”
would soe= to mean that attempts o0n the pert of other porsans than
rens ioners to hrve sueh remaioners ¢om it tremselves in edvance

of the reeel t of thelyr penslons to the giving eway of sueh pen-
siona wruld be prohibited. Furthermore, sueh esticon HV0R eunnot,

of course, wmesn that penzloners caanot éisporse the money received
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a0 pensionms after its reecei;t, hecause such & construetion
would deprive pensioners of the use of the money 80 recelved
end, trerefore, such Jeetion end 1ts prohibitions =ust relate
to restraints on the antieipation of renslion meney, 1. o, to
atte=pts to convey it before 1t @& recs ved and, Lherefore,
the sue enslon o paymente or the inslstence that pensloner
give a power of ettorney, =s outlined in your letter, might
well be regrrdod es & nisde-eznor under this statute,

The question might be raised as to whethar or not e
pesrson seeking and rec.iving eharity from othler ageneles =night
be disqualifried from rvtolvlng blind pensions by that part of
“avised "tatutes ‘Issouri 1%°%, ‘eetion 88L3, whieh rrovides
a follows:

"sund proviced further, that no %lind person shall
bs entitled to the benefits of tils erticle “ " *
while publiely solleliting elma {a sny menasr or
through any ertifiee in any port of this state™

However, we 40 not believe thsat the rrovision Jjust quoted would
ltaqunltty rereons recelving rellef from orgenized charity be-
ezuse 1t is our opinlon thet the statutory provialom relates o
publie sollelitation of alvs sueh ms the sclieitstion im »ublle
pleces from menbers of the putile of eontridutions, and that sueh
proviasion doos pot relate to the receliving of funds or conmoditlies
from orga ised charities.

A short snawer %o your imguiry =ight be that the Commis-
slen eannot suscend the agtusl peyments of meney o -~etitieaers
beceuse under the stitutes as we construe them the Cormission
rever hea say pbyalesl con'rol over sueh penzion mo-ey. Charter
81 of the ~eviaed Ltetutes of 1:29 glves the Commiszszion extensive
powers in detarrining wshether or not an &  licent should be ;lseed
on the rension roll end ia having aprliesats removed from the en-
ston roll, “ut onece an apvrliesnt i3 on the poemsion roll, ss we
understand t"is chaptor and espeelially Zeetion 9899 Lhereof, sueh
pensioner s~ourea hls gquarterly nayments direetly from the _tate
Treasurer and seads 'is requisition therefor in direstly to the
“tate iuditor, snd the Commimsion for the Blind bhras no direet eon-
nection =ith or eontrel over the distridution of such pension money,
es under the stetules t'e Cormission hes no legel right to receive
or disdurse it,

In ecnelusion, it is cur opiniom thet the Miesourl Com-
mission for the Bl!nd has no authority to suspend peyments of hlind
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rensicna to eny censlorers legally sad proparly on the dlind
reasion roll,

Yours very truly,
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