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Jr . R. T. F1nka 
Cn1 te f Clerk 
djutan t a ne l' a Offi ce 

J efferson City, U1e ourl 

Df'H r h1r: 

Your letter r n uast1n~ nn opi ni on fr rn th1o office ~a 
as t'ollo a : 

"' H iK ~\T.& s tat ed. in hi s cle.1 for 1eeo ll'l 
Soldi ers • Bonus that he wao born in Clover­
port, Kent ucky , tob r 0 , lOJ~ ; that hP. en-
11etu<l 1n tbe amy Au, At _la, 1915 , o.t J .ffornou 
D rr' cka , «Jt . t.o· lo , l.Ua Ol' r i ; tba t a t the 
t1rle of b1s •.nli a.tt ua nt hi s e.d<!rene as 3907 
fl . 35th t . , .Jt . Lou1o , ~1 Ruonr1, t hat he .... e 
n l aborer by oocul t1on ~ ao not ~r loyed 
nt t.bc t1!!c of h is 11str:u nt . 

He 1'urt h•r eta1eo th:Jt he cnue to thi e St tc 
J· nt&r r y 1 1915 , 6 reo1c:ied her until the 
d te of hl s enli st nt on ,, 'U At 13 , 19l !:i ; th.'lt 
h i a moth r r.·:uJ t1 c ased d hl 'l t ,tber r ~1ded 
· t Clo-veroort , n t ucky , a~ t he t1 o of his 
enli t nt ; t!l ... t he ha r · 1 •j od in J te our i 
oince hl s discharge fr m ilitnry servi ce. 

mi nor t the ti e of tis 
only 19 y~aro ol d , hla 

nt,cky, end onl lived 
nth b for ntor1ng e rvice . 

Thi s cla1rn h a b n dis llowed bee u~ the 
oJ ni . t nn not a nno. f i d reB1dent elf t 1 a our1 
n.t t h f!:! t1 P. he ntered military 9Prvi co. 

It 1 rP. u ated tll.nt th1e offi ce be f nrn1ahed 
an opini on a."' to heth r the abov e n ed vet er 
as n bona f i de roa1dent of iG u r 1 at the t1 e 

of h i a nlint ent . n 

Art i cle 4 , ,,~ct1on 44b of the l'1Gsour1 Oonnt1tut1on l'ro­
v1 des as f ollo n: 



,. r • ' • !iinlts 

.. 'l'he G~~~ral AP .. onhly shall have po-P..r , 
for r.urposeo of ""''t 1in; t o eacb ~ ·nn f1csa 
rP.s;i ·ent of the "' t .,te of iUasou:r1 wno 
c rvod honornblJ in th~ n11i t l'/ o n.,vn.l 
forces8of tbe 1t•d States of A ortcn a t 
an1 t1 e bet ween the o1xth 6ny of April , 
ntn~~>t en hundx~~d nd sevent l'len, r~rl tbe 
elev 4-nth do.y of fnvember •tnet (len hundred 
<'tl'J ~1 rh een • •nrgv1t! ed no paroon 
ob ..... ll be en t i tletj to rt::cetve the bonus 
herei n p:rovided · ho wae n t a hgn.a 11JJ.t 
resi dent of the str•te of J i ar..ourf' a.t l eaut 
aur in , the t olve months nr1or tQ ~oe a1xth 
day of April , nin( t een hundred seventeen. 
or who hus r ece1v'ed a sta te b•mus f ron nn.y 
other stnt e 1n ·~he Un i on. " 

?he ao>lto nt ohoul d sub it proof of hla ola1M. That 
i s t~ say tbat unoe:r- the con.at1tutton and 1 w o'! tbi ntat • 1f 
he be a bona f1d~ resident of thia Stnte at l~a3t during tho 
twelve m~nth~ prior to ?ril 6th. 1917, as hf cla1 nc Wl'& , 
he i s entitlr~ to a bonus . The whol e ~uest1on involved 1n your 
(lUer:y i o nirrT"ly thi s ' "hen 1\ a .. )l dl er who b~e:,f.ao resitent of 
.f.Us_ourt on J-muary 1 , 191!5, e..nd resi ded ln U1seour1 until b1s 
enliot ment on AU~st 12 , 1915 , and oontinu d to re~ide in J1"oour1 
nft er hi s di och."lrge, eb.1ul d any of tlu~ 1~· r· be included tn co~ 
uting the yenr of b1n a f i de real denoe p71or to April 5, 1917, 

that s~id soldier opcnt 1n th~ a arv1oB ~!te~ his enlis tm nt . 

ona f1 ' e ~~s1denoe 1s t o be determined objectiv~ly 
bt tbe not1 ~na enc conduo1. of the cl~i =-lilt, nn ell R-o cubj f'.ct­
ively by the a c nerti ,ln of !'fl'.rtc in his c l a im. Bon a fi t~o r~s1-
deno~ 1 a m tter of 1nt ~ntlon, on nnrt of the claim~nt . 

It 1s the opi nion of t h1R offi ce 1n the instnnt oase , 
th~t t h1u oldte~ ' s time 1n the n~~vtce, otnrting Au~st 12, 1915 , 
nnd endin · April 6 , 1917, shoul d not be cnna1dered as ne·at 1v1ng 
his l~~al residence in Mi ~A01Iri , hich he claims started ,.,n Jan-
U:.'!l'J 1 , 1916 , ~rely hee-'luRe such tim as np t an o. solrlier 
away frou hi rosider.ce , end in t he S"rvi cc of biq countey, und 
th~t u'on pr,of of xesi denoe in ' i seourl for on Wh>le year prior 
to A r11 a, 1917, this ol; 1m su)ul l be ; ll o~ed. Pr oof of rosl-
tence f-h·)U l d be ent:'lhlinh~Jd in the ata<SntorJ mP.tood. 

espec~fully aul~mi tted 

Wl! . OHR SAlt"n;nS 
Assistant Attorney f~eneral . 

AJiPROVEDJ 

\ti.>J _ M.o'&lTtH10JC .. 


