
EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDS:-No provision in Article 4 of Chapter 90 
R. ~· Mo. 19~9, which prohibits the County, i: they so ' 
des~r to d~sburse a portion of leir relief funds 
througn the Federal Relief Comrni tuee. 

/ 

:?-~ 

Februe.:ry 26, 1934. 

Kr. Eugene A. Far:ris, 
Prosecuting Attorney Ray County, 
Richmond, Missouri. 

Dear Sir: / 
~e e-re a.ckno:•ledging receipt of your letter in 

'!;'hich you inouire as !ollo,..s: 

"I would 1 ike to h~.ve your opinion u;.')on 
the following que~tion: 

'Ha.s the County Court the right to turn 
over all their uauper funds to the Federal 
Belief Committee for disbursement? • 

As I told you in our telephone eonvereation, 
a. lady representing ti1is Committee has de­
manded. of our County Court that they turn 
over to our local relief committee t;1eir 
pauper funds, which will amount to about 
!~500. 00 per month, eo that the eomm1 ttee 
might disburse the ea.me. 

I noticed one '!}aragraph in the law 
(Federal) or a.t 1 cast 1 t w2l.S contained 1 n 
a panrphlet, 'l'Yherein it was stated that 
'all eup"'ort for l!ridows and. or:ohaM, etc .. , 

waul d. haYe to be ta~{en care of through 
the oresent County and ?~unicipal Boerds. t 

There has been considerable compla.int 
he.re about the way this relief money has 
been disbursed, a.nd our Court does not 
feel like turning this amount of money 
over to them. They also threaten that 
in the event the Oounty does not turn 
this !"loney to them, a.ll Federal Relief 
will be withdrawn from this County, 
what do you know as to that?" 

The provisions d.ealing 11Vith the support of the 
poor for counties a.re found in Article 4 o! Chapter 90, R. s. 
:.~.o. 1929. Section 12950 orovides that the po·;r sha.lJ. be 
supported by the Ooun ty in which they a.re inhabi tanta. Sec­
tion 12951 defines who are poor persorts ~nd Section 12952 
defines who are inhabi ta.nts.. Section 12953, provides ~-s 
follo111r8: 
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"The county court of eac:t county, on the 
knowledge of the judges of such tribunal, 
or any of them, or an the infor:J?..tion of 
:L"1Y justice of the peace of the e-::mnty 
in which a.ny person entitled to the bene­
fit of the urovisions of this article 
re~1dee 1 shall from time to time, and as 
often and for as long a time :? .. s r:1a.y be 
necessary, provide, at the expenae of 
the ooun ty, fnr the relief, ma-intenance 
and aupoort of' such persons.*' 

Section 12954, provides aa follows: 

ttThe county court shall 8.t ell timea 
use its discretion and grant relief to 
all !Jersons, tfi thou t regard to :resi­
dence, who n:ttY require its assistance." 

Then follows several. sections dealing 'l'i th the 
r!!llowance for funeral expense a, purchnsing of 1 and, erection 
of poorijouses, etc. 

Section 12961, R. s. ~~o. 1929, provid_es 8.B follows: 

111 Tne ~everal county courts shall set 
apart from the revenues of the counties 
such. sums for the annual support of the 
poor as shall see;n reasonable, which 
sums the county treasure l"B shall keep 
separate fronl other funds, and '\'H'lY the 
same out on the warrants of their county 
courts. 11 

~e do not find. anything in this Chapter whicb. ~ould. 
nrotlibit the county court from disbursing their r:toney for 
the support of the poor through the Federal Relief Co:TI~ci ttee .. 
Section 12961 provides tha~t the mone.y shall be dram out 
of the treasury upon the warrants of the county court, but 
1"'e do not intet"pret that se,ction to mean that the money 
may not be drawn out of the treasury on the wartcmts of the 
county court to be distributed by the Fe.dera1 flelief Oom'11ittee. 
Of course, 11118 do not t719h to be understood as ruling that 
this Comr:1i ttee would ha"ve any jurisdiction o"V'er the disburse­
ment of funds for those who ttre housed a,t the County noor farm~ 
The statute expressly provides that the poor fa_rm shall be 
under the jurisd.ietion of a suuerintendent. but we find no 
provision in the statute which would prohibit county courts 
from using the Federal F:elief Committee as a medium through 
which it might disburse funds for the bene:fit of the noor­
'ctb.ere they are not residents of a, poo :rb.ouse. 

He do not find ~my provision in the Emergency Helief 
Aet of 1933 wnich provides that the support of widows ~nd 
orphans shall be through ti:<e nresent county and municinal 
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board. There me.y be some such regulation issued by those 
in charge of this relief. ~VhiJe 'f.fe do not know by ~ha.t 
author1 ty the statement is made, ~ have been informed 
that one of the Federal requirements 1e that in the event 
the County does not turn ita relief money over, the 
Federal Relief will be withdrawn from the County. 'l'his 
is a ~a.tter, we understand, of purely Federal l'ef!,1.1lation. 

~:rre are of the opinion, therefore, that there is 
no provision in Article 4 of Chapter 90, R. s. Mo. 1929, 
dealing with the support of the poor by the County which 
would prohibit it from disbursing its relief money through 
the medium of the Federal Reliet.Committee. This relief 
money, of course, does not apply to money for the sup~ort 
of poor fa.rma and other Oounty institutions .. 

Very truly yours, 

FRANK W. HAYES, 
Asf'listant Attorney Genera.!. 

A.Ph\OVED: 

Attorney General • 

.F''NH :S 


