
STATE BOJ~D OF FEALTH : ?o inting out sections relating t hereto . 
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March 15 , 1934. 

Dr. w. T. Elsa, 
St a te Health Commissioner, 
The St a te Board of Health, 
Jefferson City, Uissouri. 

Dear Sir: 

This department acknowledges receipt or your letter 
or some time ago making the following inquiry: 

"l am desirous or knowi ng t he gist 
of t he statut e under which t he Board 
of Heal th is opera ting at the pr esent 
time . It you will ki ndl y t ell me 
where I can find or get a copy o~ 
this statute , I shall consider tt in 
the light or a personal ravor." 

The Legislature or 1933 repealed Section 9020, R.s. 
~o. 1929, which section dealt with t he duties or the s ecretary 
and enacted i n lieu thereof, s eo. 9020, Laws or l'o . 1933, page 
269, whioh i s as tollowa: 

"The Commissioner of Health aaall 
pert'orm. suoh duties as may be pre­
scribed by t he board and this article. 
The members of the board shall receive 
no compensation t or their serTicea , 
but their traveling and other expenses 
while employed on t he business or the 
hoard shall be paid. The pr esident 
or the board shall certify the amount 
to t he Commissioner or Health, and the 
travel ing and other expenses or members, 
and on pr e senta ti on or hi s certificate 
the auditor o f state shall draw his 
warrant on the state t r easurer t or the 
amount . " 
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The Legislature also repealed Ceo. 9024, R. s . !'o. 192g. 
This section dealt with the compensation or the Commissioner ot 
Health. The new aeotion enacted i n lieu t hereor is Sec. 9024, 
Laws ot uo . 1 933, p. 260, and provides as follows : 

"The GoTernor, by and with the advice 
and consent of t he Senate, shall appoi nt 
a Commissioner ot Health, who shall hold 
hi s ~trice fo r a term of four yeara,and 
who shall be a physician in good s t anding 
and or recognized professional and acien­
titio knowledge and a graduate of a 
reputable medical school, and shall have 
been a r esident of the State tor at least 
five years next pr eceding hia appointment, 
and in making auch appointment t hers shall 
be no discrimination made against the 
different s ystems of medicine that are 
r ecognized as reputable by t he laws ot 
this State . The Co~ssioner or H~alth 
shall be sub ject to r emoval from office tor 
cause by the Governor at his pleaauro . 
The oompensa\ion or the Commissioner ot 
Health shall be f1Te thousand dollars 
( ,000) per annum. He shall also receive 
traveling and othez expenses necessarily 
i ncurred in the perf ormance of his dut i es . 
The Commissioner ot Health as her eby con­
stituted shal l assume all the r i ghts, 
powers, privileges and duti es heretofore 
conferred by law upon the Secretary or 
State Board of Health heretofore authorized 
by law, which office is hereby abolished. 
Where any law retera to t he Secretary ot 
the Sta\e BOarA or Health aa heretofore 
constituted, aame sha11, aft er the passage 
ot this Act, be construed as referring to 
and meaning the Commissioner or Health 
a s hereby and her ein constituted. " 

Sec . 9044, R.s. Mo. 192g dealing wi th permits ror burial 
and removal or bodies , has been amended; the section being in 
force now ia Sec. 9044, Laws of Mo. 1933, p . 270 and is as 
follows: 

wThe body or any person whose death occurs 
in the state shall not be interred, depos­
ited in a vault or to~b, cremated or other­
wise disposed or , or romoTed f rom or into 
any registration district until a permi t 
tor burial, r~oYal or other dispos ition 
ahall havo been properly issued by the local 
r egistrar or the registration distriet in 
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which the death occurs. Provided, no 
auch removal peroit shall be required 
when a dead body 1s removed ror the 
purpose or preparing such body ror bur­
tal, but no such body shall be interred, 
deposited in a vault or tomb, cremated 
or otherwise disposed of until a permit 
ao to do has been properl7 issued by 
the local registrar or the r egistration 
district in which the death occurs • 
.And no such burial or removal perm! t 
shall be issued by any registrar until 
a compl ete an~ satisfactory certifi cate 
of death has been fi led with him as 
hereinafter proTided; Provided , that 
when a dead body is transported by ~ommon 
carrie r i nto a r egistration district in 
Missouri for burial, then the t ransit 
and removal permit, issued i n accordance 
with the law and health regul a tions ot 
the place whe r e the death occurred, when 
said death occurs outside of the state 
ot Missouri, shall be a ccepted by the 
local registrar or t he district, into 
Which the bod7 bas been transported 
for burial or other disposit ion, as a 
basta upon Which he shall issue a local 
permit, in the same way as if the dea th 
occurred in his district, but shall 
plainly enter upon t he race of t he burial 
perJilit the fact that i t was a body shipped 
in tor interment, and gi?e the actual 
place of death! but a burial pe rmit shall 
not be r equirea trom the local registrar 
or the district in which intermont is 
made when a body is removed f rom one dis­
trict i n Mi ssouri to another in the state, 
for purpose of burial or other disposition, 
ei ther by common carrier, hearse , or ot~ 
conveyance; and no local registrar shall, 
a s such, require from undertakers or per­
sons acting as under takers any teo for 
t he privilege or burying dead bo4ies." 

The Legislature also r epealed Sec. 9025, R. S. o. 1929, 
r~lating to the Deputy s tate co~ssioners of Health and enacted 
in lieu thereof Sec. 9025, Laws of Ko . 1933, p . 271 , which provides: 

"At the first r egular February term ot 
t he county court i n each county o~ the 
State after this arti cle becomes e~rective 
and at the regul a r Februa r y t erm or said 
county court e.very year t hereafter, said 
court may appoint a reputable physician, 
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as a Deputy s tate Commdssiooer or Health 
for a term of one year. In case of a 
Taoanoy i n t he office of the Deputy State 
Commissioner of Health of the county, the 
county court may at its next regular term 
of court appoi nt a r eputable physi cian for 
the unexpired t erm. But the power of 
deciding whether or not such a deputy state 
health commissioner will be appointed shall 
be vested in t he county court. I f a county 
court of any county decides to appoint a 
deputy healt h commissioner, as empowered 
in this act, it shall agree with said 
commissioner a s to tho compensation and ex­
penses t o be paid for such services which 
amount shall be paid out of the county 
treasury of the county." 

The section r elating to t he powero and duties of t he State 
Board of Health of Missouri is Sec. 9015, R.s. Mo. 1929, which 
is as follow: 

"It shall be t he dut7 of the State Board 
of Health to safeguard the health of the 
people in the s tate , count ies, cit ies , 
villages and towns. It shall make a study 
of t he causes and prevention of diseases 
and shall have full power and authority to 
make such rules and regulations as will 
prevent t he entrance of infect ious, conta­
gioua, camaunicable or dangerous disea ses 
into the state. It may send representatives 
to public health conferences when deemed 
advisable, and t he expenses of such repre­
sentatives shall be pai d by t he state as 
provided in this chapter f or expenses of 
t he members of the Sta te Board of llealth. " 

s ection 9015, supra. has not been amended and is the law 
now effective and under which the St a te Board of Healt h of Missouri 
der1Tes its powers. 

Other sections which we Will enumerate for your information 
as relating to t he Stat e Board of Health are: s ees . 9014-13-l&-l?-
18-19-9021-22-2s-26-27-28-29-9030-31-32-S3-34-35-36-3?-38-39-9040-
~l-42-43-45-46-4?-48-49-905o-51-52-53-54-55-56-57-58-5t-90&o-6l-62 . 

In 1931 the Legislature enacted a new section, Sec. 9054a, 
Eaws ot Mo. 1931, p. 230, which proVided: 

•Whenever, prior t o t he taking effect o~ 
this article, a person was born in t he state 
or Missouri, or a resident of Missouri born 
outside this a~ate, auch birth may be r eg­
istered in· t he manne r and accordi ng to, 
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nearly as possible, the proTisiona ot 
section 9053 ot this arti cle, b7 filling 
out blank registration papers secured 
from t he local re" istrar and filing same, 
together with a r egistra tion fee of ~2 .50 , 
with the state r egistrar of vital sta­
tistics . SUch papers shall contain the 
affidavits, sworn to before a notary, of 
at least two per sona, knowing the facts . 
The state r egistrar may require f urther 
aft1daT1ts to establish the truth of t he 
facts endeaTorod to be made of record 
by the certificate and may wi thhold filing 
of such birth certifi cate until his re­
ouirementa are complied with. The state 
r egistrar may a&ke and enforce appropriate 
rules and regulations to carry out this 
act and to pr event fraud and deception.• 

It is our intention to point out to you the changes in .the 
l aws rela ting to the State Board of Health and to Quote t he per ti­
nent sections. We have not quoted the other sections for the 
reason t hat we take it for granted your department has t hese 
sections in pamphlet for.a. 

APPROVU> : 

OTiN:All 

BOY itoKIT'l'R!ct, 
Attorne,- General 

Respectfull y s ubmitted, 

OLLI V~-m '"1 . tlOLim, 
Assistant Attorney General 


