
ELECTIONS 
CLERKS 

- Only two cle~ks allowed in precincts casting 
less ~ tbree hundred votes. 

Honorable C. A. Dlrcla 
Cle~k ot County Court 
Cole Count'f 
Jofferaon Cit"J, 1 aour1 

ar 31ra 

e bave your requeat of July ll, 19M t or an 
opinion upon tbe t ollowir: sta ntz 

"The question that put'. :1. ee us 1s 
Sootlon 10211 Laws o! 1933, wh1eh 
~epeoled the same ect1on ot R. v. s. 
1929. The o soot1on atated the 
Judges coul d a ppoint ~our clerks. 
wbe~oas the new ctlon ot 1933 
ato.toe tho juu.g s shall appoint two 
clerka 1n precincts ot lese than 
throe ht.m.dred votoe and 1n pNc1ncte 
ot more thon throe hundred vote~ the 
j geo ahall appoint tour clerk8 . 

It th1a i.)ection moana the jUdges 
oolloct1voly ahall ppo1nt only two 
clerks 1n ppec1ncta or lese than 
three hundrod, it wlll be a d1ttteult 
task to handl e tho election aa there 
should be t clerks to ttend to the 
recording books and t1110 clerks to attend 
to the tall7ing of votes , or in other 
worda tour clerks are reall7 needed. • 



12 - Honorable c. A. Dtrokz 

Tbere appear to be no adjudicated oasea 1n th1a 
atate on the partiCDlar issue raised b7 JOU. Bowver, 
prior to tne 1933 Leglalature, the election law provided 
tor tour regular election judges, Seotlon 10206, Revised 
e ta tutea ot 111eeour1• 19~ and p~-ov1ded tor t 110 extra 
election joogea, Section 10200, Beviaed Statutes ot M1aeour1, 
1929• making a total ot a1x judges who, t:ogeth~ with the 
tour clerks p.rov!.ded tor 1n Seot 1on 10211, Rev1eed Statutes 
or li1asolll'1, 1929. took care or the ele ct1on 1n eaob p~ 
o1nct 1n the state. liowever, the 19~ 1Ag1alature took 
notice or tbe tact t bat man,- precincts 1n Jfiaaour1 oast 
onl~ a tew vote a, and the expense o~ ten peo;>le 1n auoh 
smllll precincts appeared to be exceaalve to the Legiela• 
ture8 Soot 1on 10211, Revised Statutes of M1aeou.rl, 1929 
was repealed and new oeot1on onnctod in l!eu thereof, 
t.we 193:S, P• 239, wherein 1t wna ~ov1ded c 

•In all preo1nota casting l ees than 
three hundred votes o .. tho judgea 
a 11 appoint two clerks• and 1n ell 
preo1nct8 casting three hun~od or 
more votes • ~ t h o j udges aha 11 ap-
point tour c1erka. o n 

Thwl• under the a.w atatute, all preo1ncta 1n 
t he State o~ 1sr.sour1 which cast leea than tl:reo hundred 
votes 1n tbe hat general election eball have onl7 two 
elorka, one t'ro14 each pol1t 1c 1 party to be selected bJ 
tbe t"our judges 1n charge or ths t preo1not on election d.a71 
1n all prec inote 1ft tbe State which cast three hundred or 
more votes at t h e last goneral eloct1on, tbe s1x judges of 
election ahal.l aolect., aa under the old law, tour clerkll, 
two fl"om each ~rq-. 

It ia the opinion o~ t his office tho t only two 
clerks are allowed b7 law 1n vottna pt-eclnota which ca•t 
lese than three hundred votes 1n the laat general election. 

APPROVEI> a 
PRAJm.LIW E. REAGAN 
Aas1atant Attorn87 GeJWral 


