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Honorable Elliott K. Dampt 
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De r Sirr 
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We have :your request or Apt-U 20th. 19:S6 for 
nn op1n1on upon the following raotaz 

"Doos accreted lo.nd at th8 mouth or 
the Oo ge River belong 1n Colo Councy 
where the 1n cl.tmnel of the Osage 
River flows betwoon this lAnd and 
Oaago County . Soo ~1on 11945 and Section 
11978 aet t he boundary or Cole and Osns o 
Counties 1n the middle ot the 1n chn~ 
nel ot ~1e Osage River. 

An ttemp t wo.s mnde aomo JOars ago to 
make tho m:~1n chnnnel or tho Ooage lver 
f low tJbroUGh tho upper end or thia tree t 
(as shown bJ Fo~eral pl t) which wos 
unaucceaetul . 1 levee bAa been built 
by tho Oovo~ ont ~long th1s atr1p • and 

t tbo p resent t • no w tor wba tsoever 
flows through this slough. and a road 
hna been built on top ot the levoe. 
This propert7 hns been taxod by Oaage 
County 1n the p at years . but hae beon 
aaseasod bJ Cole County for t he year 1933. 

~retore will r ou kindl:y g ive me JOur 
opinion a a to who thor tho bo1mdnr 7 line 
as set out in the above aeotlono are to 
bo ueod in <!otorminlns to whioh oounty 
the abovo tr ot bolonga . • 



#2 - Honorable Elliott M. Dnmpt 

we a aaume from your letter that the laru1 1n question 
lles no~th and west of the ao1n chAnnel of the Oaase River, 
and eouth ot the main channel or the 1aaour1 River. The 
bounda17 line of Cole and Oacge Counties , J.Jm:Mtditltel ,- south 
ot tbe lasour1 River, 1a tlxed at the middl e ot the maln 
cb4nnol ot the Oaa~~ River.- Sections 11946 and 11978, Revised 
St atutes o!.' W.aaourl, 1929 . 'lhese bound.aey 11nea were created 
b;y aots ot the Leeial ature , and auch boundar,. linea ere full 7 
recognize(' bJ the Conat1tut1on ot Jrf1aaour1 , Articl e IX, veo t1on 
1. The sudden ebnnging or the bed of a bounda17 river stream 
doo:s not chango the bounda.rJ ot the count,.. A river which 
ouddonlr abandons ita eourae and aeeka new channels, whether 
trom natural cauaee or troo artificial and man-made channels, 
oauaea no ch&.llf;OS in tho boundaey be tween t he counties where 
tho boundCWJ' line la fixed et the middle of ain ch~mnol or 
a river . f~dolp• v. oberl7 Hunting and 11sh1ng Club, 15 
s. • (2d) 834. 

It ia, therefore , tho opinion ot thia otf1co that 
the tract ot land 1n oueat1on 11ea within the bounda~1ea of 
Cole County, as defined by statute (Section llG•t>, and recocn1zed 
b7 the Conat1tut1on o~ Jt1s:JOur1, nd tb. t the l d tor ol l p~ 
poaes 1• Colo Count,. terr1to17. 

APPROV ~) a 

Reapect~ll7 submitted, 

PRANKLilt E . REACltU 
Aa:datan t Attorne-y GenerAl 
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