LABOR COMMISSIONER:-Under Section 13321, R. S. Mo. 1929, =ommis-
: sioner has right to reguire report of indus-

trial accidents even though employers are
also required to make report of accidents to
Workmen's Compensation Commission,

Cetober 17, 1874, i

{
¥re. Mary Ldna Cruzen, FILEL
Commiseioner of Labor, I
Jefferson City, Miscouri, ! //
Ay
i /

‘e are acknowledging receipt of vnur//
letter in which you inguire as foliows:

Dear lrs, Crizen:

"Has the Labor and Industrial In-
spection Department the right to
enforce section 12331 of the
Jlssouri State Labor lLawse in view
of the faet that the Misesouri
7orkmen's Compensation Commisgsion
is supplied with this information?*

You inquire whether or not your Derart-
ment hns a right to enforce Section 13221, R, S. Xo.
1229, That section remds as follows:

"All accidents in mamufacturing,
mechsnical, mercantile or other
establ ishnents or vrlaces within

this state where 1abor is emloved
#hiich prevent the injured person

or persons from returning to work
within four days after the injury,
or wiich result in death, shall be
reported by the person in charge

of such establishment or place

to the commissioner of labor snd
industrial inspection or to one of
the assistant or denuty insvnectors
rrovided for by thie chapter, and
also to the city or countv physician,
when there be such an officer, winieh
notice may be given by mail.,*®

Tnder the foregoing section all accidents
are required to be renorted to vour Denartment where
the injured verson does not return to work =within four
days after the injury, or which result in death. You
call our attention to the faet that there are certain
requirements which recuire revorting of accidentes to
the Workmen's Commensation Commission., The section
of the Workmen's Compensation Act which regquires the
revorting of accidents i No, 3332, wiich ies as followe:




Mrs. Mary Edna Cruzen, - Cectober 17, 1934,

"Every employer in this state, whether
he has accepted or rejected the nrovi-
gions of this chapter, shall witiin ten
days after knowledge of an accident
resulting in personal injury to an
erploye, notify the comniseion thereof,
and shall, within one month, file with
the commizaion under such rules and regu-
lations and in such form and detail as
the commission may require, a full and
complete report of every injury or
death to any employe for which the
emloyer would be liable to furnish
medical aid or compensation hereunder
had he accepted this chapter, and

every such ewployer shall aleo furnish
the commission with such supnlemental
reports in regard thereto =8 the commis-
gion shall resuire. Every such emnlover
and his insurer, and every injured ev-
ploye, his dependents and every rerson
entitled to any righte hereunder, and
every other rerson, receiving from the
commission any blank reports with direct-
ion to fill out the same shall cause
the same to ne promntly returned to

the commission properly filled nut and
signed so ns to answer fully and correct-
ly to the best of his knowledge each
question propounded therein and =a

good and suffiecient reason shall be
given for failure to answer any cues-
tion. HNo information obte2ined under
the provisiones of this section shall

oe disclosed to persons other than

the parties to compensati on 1 roceed-
inge end their attorneys, save by
order of the commission, or =t a he~r-
ing of commensat.on proceeding, but
such information may be used by the
commigssion for statistical rurposes,
Every —erson who violates any of tre
nrovieions of thle section, or who
knowingly makes a false report or
atatement in writing to the commission,
shall be deeme” gullty of a misdemeanor
and on conviction thereof shall be
nunished by a fine of not lees than
fifty nor more than five hundred dol-
lars, or by imprisonment in the eounty
jail for not less than one week nor
more than one year, or by both sueh
fine and imprisonment."




Mre, kary Edna Crugzen, - October 17, 1934,

Section 13221 contains a provision dealing with
the safety and health of employes. It is the evident in-
tent of the Legislature that the reports reguired under
the above section shall be made so that your Department
may have a record of the accidents and hazards of em-
rloyes engaged in industries. It is very essential not
only for statistieal purposes, but also for the reason
that they afford information regarding the comnl iance
by employers with the requirements deal ing with the
safety and health of employes. This section ie enact-
ed under the broad police power of the State and has
no connection with the private righte of the employer
or emmlove.

Section 3333, however, is rurely a statute
dealing with the private rights and liabilities of the

e ploye and employer., These renrorts are recuired to

be made to the Workmen's Compensation Commission, which
iz boti an adminiastrative and a judieial body, The
commission internrets, construes and annlies the Work-
men's Comensation Act and settles the rights of em-
ployes and employers growing out of industrial acei-
dents. These renorts have no contection whatever with
the police power of the State, nor with your Department,
and are, as a matter of fact, confidential between the
parties to the eomnens~tion proceedings. The Statute
exrressly 80 provides,

OUne theory upon which revorts are re-
ouired to the Compensat.on Commuission is that the Commis-
sion may, upon information received, advise the e'nloye
of nis ripghte., It has even been held th=t a failure on
the part of the emnlover to make renort of accidents
would toll the running of the Statute of Limitations.
Thie =ection, therefore, simply dealas with the rights
and liablilities of the employes and employers and is not
in conflict and has no oconnect ion with Section 13231,
wiich requires the furnishing of reports to vou as the
Com:issioner of Labor,

It is tuerefore the ovninion of thie De-
partment that irresvective of Section 3332 above, that
you, ag Com issioner of Labor and Industital Insrection,
may recquire the reporting of accidents to you under the
nrovisions of Section 13221.

Very truly yours,

A: 'RCVED: FRANE W, HAYES,
Asgistant Attorney General.

ROY [eKITTRICK,
Attorney Ceneral.




