N Sili-AssessoT may Treceive gratuitoﬁs service from son o
-pay him out of his own salary or fee without viola-
ting ‘ection 13 of Article XIV the Constitution.

7-2°

July 33, 1934, |

r, W. W, Crockett,

] 8 N fé
Frosecuting Attorney, T
Yew London, Misgouri,

{Dear Sir:

g ¥e are acknowledging receint of your letter in
‘ghich you inguire s follows:

*Please zdvise as to whether the married
gson of an assessor would be peraitted to
work on ascesgor's books, ot vour ear-
liest possible convenience,?

Section 12 of Article XIV of the Constitution
of HMisgourl »nrovides as follows:

s . "Any public officer or employe of this State
* or of any political subdivision thereof who
3 shall, by virtue of said office or ermloy-
? rnent, "have the right to name or appoint

: any neraan to render service to the State
or to any political subdivision thereof,

! and who shsll name or aprolint to such
service any relative within the Tfourth
degree, either by consanguinity or affin-
ity, s shall t- ereby forfeit his or her
office or employment." -

Under the foregoing constitutional provision
any officer or employe of the State or of any politieal
subdivision thereof who exercises his right to name or
| appoint a relative related within the fourth degree to
| render service to the State or any politiezl subdivision
| thereof shall forfeit his office. e hawve renestedly
: conastrued this provision to mean thet the person appoint-
ed rmust be anpointed to an official nosition created by
the Lowe and Constitution of this State, and that the »ro~--
vigsion does not pronibit 2 publie officer from receiving
| : gratuitous service from his son or from using his omm
i _ funds for the rurpose of naying for the gervices of the
! relative, In the case you rut, if the son renders grat-
uitous serviee to the assessor or is pzid by the aszessor
out of his nersonal fees or szlary, we see no objection
to the son working in the office. However, if the son is
appointed to an officisl position and receives a salary
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from the county, then we believe that such situation would
be in conflict with the above constitutional provision.

We are therefore of the opinion that 1f the
asczesgor receives gratuitous serviece from nds son or
paye his son for the service rendered out of the assessor's
fees or salary, that the Constituticn would not be viola~
ted, but that the Constitution would prohibit the apvoint-
ment of the son by the assessor to an offiecial position,
wherein the salary or feee of the son were paid out of
publ ic funds,

Yery truly yours,

FRANE W, HAYES,
Assigtant Attomney General.

AFPROYED

HOY Mo iTTRIOK,
Attorney General.
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