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LABOR - Inspection by Commissioner of Labor under R. 3. Me. 1929, Sees.
13218 and 13219, and epplicability thereof to municipally owned
utility companies.

7t

Tuly 3, 19%4. [F\H—-E-:
A L)%

Honorable Vary Léna Cruzen,

lLabor Comsissioner,

Labor and Incustriel inspeetion Departuent,
Jeffersun Cliy, ‘lsscuri,

bear ‘aden:

A request for an opiniomn has been received under date of Jume
21, 1934 from you, sush regueat being in the following terns:

“Pocs the State Labor eand Industrial Inspeciion Lepart-
ment have tie suthority under seetion 13210 mmd 13219
to inspect municipally owned utility campanies, clerging
then a fee for sueh iospection’”

The language of Hevised Statutes .issouri 1929 Seetions 1321
end 135219 lacks any speeific referense to munieipally cwned publie u!.ie
lities, the languege used requiring inspeetion of "gll faetories”, «.e.,
and "gil other manufeeturin:, mestanicel and mercantile establishments
end work shops®™ and prevides that fees shall be paid by "the owser,
superintendent, nenager or other person in charge of establisient
inspected”, sc that the lanmeage of tie statute sears d enouzh to
cover any type of establishrmesnt regardless of the nature or chavester
of ite owner. Furthersor:, t.e objeot of Chapter 95 ef 3. 3, ko. 3329
dealing w1t the proteetion of laborers le steted is .wetion 13179, as
fellowus:

"see. 15179. Object of department.- he object of this
vepartsent shall be te eslleet, assort, aystematize and
present in annual report to the -overnor, te he by him
trangzitted biemmislly to the genersl asse bly, statiastical
dotaila and inforsetion relating to all depertments of labor
in the state, especially ia its relations to % .¢ comwrelal,
industrial, scoial, edusstional and sanitery eomdiitionm of
the labaring classes sn: %o Ll pemaanent prosperity of itle
produetive industries of the gtate.”

The purpose of this chapter being for the proteetion of labor and for the
naintenanee of heslthful and senitary conditions for persons perforsing
sush labor, it weuld not sesm that & resscnable eonstrustion of this ehapter
would diseriminate agsinst those persons employsd by mmmicipally owned
utility ccmpanies, or that such persons should regeive less proteetion
than those amployed by private companies. lerhape it might be argued that
the manicipality would properly sefeguard the interests of persons euployed
in one of 1ts own emterprises, but the statutes unier consideration do not
mate any exemptions and consequently 1t would seem thet Seetioms 13210 emd
13219 in view of thel language and purpose wouléd preperly apply to munie
eipally osned utilisy cempanies.




2. Honoreble Mary idma Crugen July 3, 19%4.

It is our opinion that Revised Statutes Missouri 1929, Zeetions
13218 emé 13219 epply to munieipally owned utility coapenies, and that
suc: eompanies are subject t0 inspestion and peyment of fees inm the same
menner as privately cwned companies.

Very truly yours,
EDWARD H, MILLIR
ASSIANT ATTOZNEY GENIRAL.
AP*ROVED:
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