
~C OOL DlSTHlCTS :-Under Sec t 1on 'dbU'f , H . :::> • • .'.0 . l'dt-1'::1 , a nerson 
holdinr ~ diulom~ conferring A. B. Degree 
f r o JJ StPte Tef'!chers ' CoJ.lere is entitle:< to 
te ~ch ~it ~out f u r t1er ex~min~tion. 

I 

October 13, 19 34. 

~r. L. · • Coward , 
County Sc hool Superintendent , 
Spr ingfield, ~ioeouri . 

near Sir: 

~e just received a letter from you dat ed 
October 10 , 1934 , mak i ng i nQuirv regardinR t he op i n ion which 
you reoues ted. ~e wrote y1u on October 2 , 1934 in answer 
to you r inquir y. For some r eason you hnve no t received 
our reply. Our lett er to you of October 2 is es folloYs: 

"'le are acknowledginr receipt o! your 
l etter in wllich you inquire as follo ... s: 

"1e have a case in t his county of a 
person ~o h~s been employed to ~each 
a rural sc~ool ~nd nccordinR to our 
i nter pret ation of Section 9234, iss­
ouri School Laws , does not have a 
diploma or certificate entitling her 
t o t each . T 1i s oect ~ on , ~s you know , 
s t a t es t hat no teache r can be e ~loy­
ed 'until he has received a certifi­
cate of qualific~ ti on t herefor Pi"ned 
by the County Suryerintendent of the 
coun ty, t he State Sun er intendent, or 
a certificate or diplona i ssued by t he 
State Uni vera i ty or sorne nor :tal s chool 
of t his s tate entitling h i m to t each 
1n the public scho~ls. • Sect ion 9235 
also ~akes it a r1 isdemeal'lor and punish­
abl e by fine upon the teacher who 
t eaches a sincl e d~y ond the direct­
o rs who s hall endor se or encour as;e 
such teacaer. Again , Sect ion 9209 , 
s t a tes th~ t when a teac~er' s contract 
is r ade t hat it shall be signed by t he 
president and cler k. of t he board only 
when t1e teacher'o certificcte is filed 
with the clerk . 

' The teacher t o -..hom I r ef e r h<' s no t, 
accor ding t o my interpret~tion of 
section 9234, a certifi cate enti tling 
her t o teach. However, she holds an 
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A. B. Degree f ront the St ate Teac;1ers 
College here, but ao I underst~nd it 
the B. s. Degr ee in Educa t ion from 
one of our Teacher s Coll eges carries 
the certificate orivilege and does 
entitle t he hol der t o teach accordins 
to statements written 1n the diploma 
conferring t h is degr ee , but t he A. B. 
Degr ee does not carry this privilege 
and all oer sons heretl)fore having the 
latter degree have arranged to secure 
a certificate fr om the State or County 
entitling them to teach. The person 
to Whom I refer hn~ refused to do 
t h is and i s u,held in the ~ntter by 
a member of ner board who has re­
ferred to Sect ion 9607 of t he School 
Law whioh does seem t o convey t he idea 
that a teachers • college d1ploTm con­
ferred upon the oo~plet1jn of any 
prescribed cour se of study shall en­
title the holder t hereof t o teach in 
t his Stat e withou t furthe r examination. 

' ! embers of the faculty of the State 
Teachers Col lege her e have P~w~ys told 
us that t he A. B. Degr ee did not en­
title t he hol der t o teach and made 
orrnngernents for t heir student s to se­
cure a certif icate from t he St ate or 
COUl'lty. 

' I should , the r efore , like t o hnve your 
interpret~tion a t once as between Sec­
tions 9234 and 9607 since the irnPress·ion 
has always been from the Stnte Teacher s 
College and from the State Su~«rintend­
ent•s office tha t an A. B. Degr ee f r om 
& Teachers Coll ege does not entitle the 
holder to teach , since there is not such 
a statement in their diploma con~err1ng 
t he B. s . De~ree in Education.' 

The Attorney General is onl y aut 1orized t o 
render offic ial oo i n ions to the Prosecuting Attorneys and 
t he officials of t he State. While we cannot render you an 
official op inion in this matter, yet we are gl ad to answer 
you r inquiry. 

It is true t ~t ~ection 9234 , R. S. l o. 1929 , 
pr ovides that no teacher s hall oe employed in a s chool 
supported by publ ic funda until he has r eceived a cer tificnte 
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s 1gned by t he county super intendent of t :1e county, and 
t he state super intendent , or a diploma issued by t he State 
University or some teachers • college , entitling him to 
teac h in nublic schools. Sect ion 9235, R. s. Vo. 1929 , 
provides that the teacher viol ating section 9234 shall 
fo·rfeit any comp ens3tion due under her contract and s hall 
be deemed guil ty of a misdemeanor nuniehable by fine, 
and t he director who shall endorse or encourage sa id 
teacher in such unlawful conduct s hall also be similarly 
nunished . Sec tion 9209 , ~. s. Mo. 1929 , requi r es t hat 
teacher s' certificates shall be filed with the clerk . 
Section 9210, R. S. !~. Jr29 , sets out the nr ovisions 
of the contr act between the district and t he teacher. 

~e believe , however , that t ~e matter 
about wh ich you inquire is definitely settled by Section 
9607 , R. s. J~o . 1929 , r ather than t he above sect ions . 
Section 9607 p rovides as follows: 

•t ach board sh all have power and 
~thority t o confer upon students, 
by d iploma under t he common seal, 
such degrees as a re usuall y gr anted 
by teachers colleges and nor mal 
s chools. A state teachers col lege 
dipl oma c9nferred upon the comole­
tion of any ~rescribed cou rse of 
study s~all entitle t he holder 
thereof t o teach in th is state, TJit'l ­
out furt her examination, u~til re­
voked by the board of regents gr~nt­
ing t he s~te or by the count y suner­
i ntenden t of nublic sc t1ools , or state 
Slll-oerintendent of schools, for incom­
petentcy , cruelty, i morality , d runk­
enness , dishonest y or neRlect of 
duty; boards of regents shal~ also 
have po er t o p,rant a certificate 
upon the oom-oletion of a course of 
study prescribed t herefor, w'1ich 
certificate shall entitle the holder 
t hereof to teao!1 in th ie state for a 
pe riod of two years from date unless 
sooner revoked for one or more of the 
causes specified. The nrov1sions of 
t 11s sec tion shall ap ' lY to the sc~ool 
of educa tion of t he UniverAity of 
~ i s souri and t o Lincoln tl"liveraity. • 

The above section snecifically urovidea t hat 
the s tate teac~ere • oolleRe diploma conferred upon~ uer son 
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upon the completion of any nrescribed course of study shall 
e n.title t he holder t hereof t o teach in t'1i s s t ate wi thout 
fur t her exam1nP-tion. You state th~t t he teacher to ~om 
you fefer hol ds a de~ree fror.1 a. a tate teachers' ool l ege 
and if such be true, under section 9607, she is entitled 
to teach wi thout further examination . Section 9607 does 
not reauire t hat her divloma shall be conferred by t he 
Department of Education or t h~t she hold a B. S . Degree. 
The section says , ' any prescr ibed course of study , ' and , 
of course, t he degree of Bachelor of Arts is based uoon 
a prescribed course of study. 

Upon the fa.cts s t ated i n your letter 'fe 
are inclined to believe t hat t he teacher hP-s a right to 
teach ." 

Si nce writing that letter e recei ved 
anot her lett er fro m you which is As follows : 

"Some days ago I wrote you a l e tter 
asking for an op i nion on the legal 
stat ue of a teacher in this ~unty 
securing a certificate mo holds an 
A. B. Degree from the State Teacher s 
College here . This letter was ac­
knowledged by you on a cnrd mailed 
September 17 and signed by Edie Mae 
\'I idmer. 

11 Since t hat time I have talked to 
Doctor Roy Ell is, President of the 
State Teachers Coll ege here f r om 
wh ich college t his A. B. Degr ee was 
granted. Doctor El lis points ou t 
under Sect ion 9607 '"'h ich def ines POllfers 
of the Board of Regent s th~ t the state­
ment in t hnt sec tion . 'A State Teach­
e r s Col l ege D1nloma conferred unon the 
compl e tion of any prescr ibed cour se 
of study ohall entitle t he holder 
t hereof to teach i n this qt nte , ~ith­
out further exami nation , e tc.' is 
d ifferent from an A. B. Degr ee . He 
also stated t hnt the A. B. Degree 
which t his teacher holds does not 
carr y the diploma privilege to teach 
and c nn only do t his except under a 
special arr angement by ~~ic~ the hol der 
s ecures t en ty hour s in Educat ion and 
thereby secures t he cert ificate privi­
lege. Th e p~rticular teacher in t hi s 
case has no t done t his. 
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·• This ex-planation :tfte r a. confere..,oe 
with him i s not meant to reflect upon 
t he inability of your depar t ment to 
a~ ce rtain f acts but a f eelinc t hat 
per h ps , io sugr estion ~ight be u se­
ful t o you in arrivi~r, at conclu­
sion." 

FroM your last letter you indicate t~~ t it 
io t he oo inion of the nresident of the nor ,,al. s chool t hat 
t he A. B. Degree does not entitle the hol der t hereof to 
teach. Section 9607 , R. s . , o . 19~, however, confers upon 
t he board the right to confer by diploma ouch degre~as 
are usually granted by teachers colleges and nor mal schools, 
and orovides t hat such a diplo~a conferred uoon t he co mule­
t1on of any oreocribed course of study shall entitle t he 
hol der t hereof to teach i n t his state. The secti on does 
not p rovide tha t the deRr ee must be t hat of B. s . The 
St at u te provides that t he holder of a degr ee of any o r e­
scribed course of stuay shall be e ~titled t o te~ch. Thi s 
ce rtPinly was intended to cover t 4~ degr c~s conferred 
bv t he ec~ools. It may be t~P.t the oirriculum of the 
s chool does not orovide t hat a course i n education is 
reouired as a founda t i on for the A. B. Degr ee, and it 
mi~h t have been the practice to reauire holders of A. B. 
De,r eea to acquire a certificate. ~o~ever, in due res­
pect to the i n terp r e t a t i on 'l'fhich h~ s been placed uoon 
t hi s section by the officials of State Teachers Coll eges 
we do not see how vou can read i nto t his sect i on ~ re­
auirement t hat the t eacher hold any particul~r deRree . 
The section is very broad r.nd says t hnt the hol der of 
any de~ree from a t eachers col lege shall be entitled 
to teao~ . The LeRislature, no doubt, n r eoumed t hn t i n 
confor mity ~itn tn is oect i on o f t ~ e 0 t~ tutes t he offi­
cials of t he teacher s coll eGes woul d re~ire t he t 1 i ng 
of certnin cou rses 1ic~ ~uld ~talify the recip ient 
of all degr ees to t"eaoh. If such h~d ~ot b~en done or 
-.rae not good educ~t i onal ool icy 1 t l:P oe<'rs t o uo t '1n t 
the attera shoul <' be remedied b y t he s c'1o"'ls in ! 'tr nisll­
i1g t he degr eeo , r~ther than by ~~ 1nterp r et at · on "~1ch 
i o c0~tr ~rv t o the spirit of t he St ~tee. 

The diplom~ which is conferred by t he 
school ie simpl y evidence of the comol etion of a pre~ 
scribed course of study. The St~tute does ~ot contem­
nl ate t htl t a dioloa a o~nferring one degr ee shall r, ive 
t he righ t to teach and t he dinlom" conferrinr nnother 
shall not Bive the right to t e&ch. It pl ni nly s t etes 
t hat a teachers college diplom~ conferred unon t he 
compl e tion of ~ prescri bed course of study q~all en­
title t~e ~older to t enon . The only interpr ~ t? ti on e 
c2n ~ive the sec t i on i o to follo~ t he expreos di r ecti on 
i n the Statute. As ~e view it, ~heneve r t he sto t e 
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teac 1ers college confers a de~ree unon one of its stu­
dents t1~t ent itles suoh student to teac~ ~ithout fur­
ther examin ... tion. Of course, t '-le 1ol der of a. B. B. 
Degr ee nay be be tter qualified to teach t han one with 
Dn A. 3 . Dep;r ee , rut t 'lose are r.1a tters to be t en 
into COnS1de r Dt10n alone ni t h the 0 theT qu n].ifica t i ons 
of t he applicant . 

It is our on inion, aa sta ted above, thnt 
t his nereon has co~lied ~th the etntutea ~nd we do 
not bel ieve t h~t any civil or criMinal aot i on coul d be 
oucceosfully maintained under t 'lese circumat nnces. 

API ~OVED: 

ll0 Y cl· ITTR IOK, 
Attorney General. 

F ffi : .. S 

Ver y truly vours , 

FRAtlK W. HAYES, 
Assistant Attorney General. 


