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COUNTY COURT; CONTRACTS AND APPROPRIATIONS . 

\ 

December 15, 1934. 

14r. Homer G. Chaffin, 
Prosecuting Attorney Webster County, 
Marshfield , Missouri. 

Dear Sir:-

1. No stat~to~ y authority 
for cotmty court to con­
tract for two years 
county printing. 

2. Can appropriate funis 
and employ county nurse 
on certain conditions. 

3 . Can appropria te for 
County Farm Bureau 
on certain conditions. 

FILED 

15 
We haTe your letter of November 21 , 1934, requesting an 

opinion as follows: · 

"1 am herewith submitting three questions on which 
I would like to haTe a legal opinion: 

tl) Can the present County Court ot my county , 
before January 1, 1935, contract for the next t wo years' 
county printing? 

( 2) Can they appropriate funds aJXl employ a county 
nurse? 

(3 ) Can they make the usua l statutory appropria­
tion for two years or more for the County Farm Bureau. 

l aa malc1Dg these inqu1r1es at the request of my 
county court and would appreciate receiving this opi n ion 
on or before December 1, 1934." 

We regret that due to the pressure o f wo rk in t his of f ice 
we have bee.n unable · to answer your 1nquir,- before t his dat e . 

Article VI , Sec tion 36 , of the Constitution of Missouri 
provides that count y courts shall transact all county and Sl ch other 
business as shall be prescribed by law, tha t is, by act ot the 
l egisla ture. A careful examination of the statutes of M1s sour! 
discloses to us no authority granted to the count y court to make a 
contract for county printing for two years. 



Homer G. Chattin--12 Dec. 15th, 193,. 

The Count:r Budget Law, Laws 1933, page 3~, which embraces 
generally the provimona tor expenditures and appropriations bJ 
counties, at page 350 and 351, seems to provide tor the contracting 
tor supplies and seni ces not ot a personal nature (amo!J8 111 ich 
printing should be included) only as such t hinge are needed . 

With reference to tne appropriating or funds tor the employ­
ment ot a county nurse aDd tor the County Farm Bureau, auoh 
appropriations oan be mede under certain conditione by the present 
oount:r court unless t he terms ot any ot the judges are due to 
expire at the end ot th1 s :rear. 

In this connection, we refer you to Section 1' ot the County 
Budget Law, Laws 19-J 3 , page 3.ft8-9, which proTides in part aa 
follows: 

"In any year in which the terma ot any ot the judges 
Dt the county court expire, the budget shall be approTed aD1 
the appropriation order made by the new court within th1rt:r 
daya after the beginning ot the tisoal year." 

It the terms ot none ot :rour county judges are expiriq, the 
count:r nurse may be employed and pa14 under sections 9036 , 9038 or 
9039, Revised Statutes ot ssour1, 1929. With reference to the 
County Farm Bureau appropriation, subject to the same com i U on, 
the enabling sections are sections 12616 to 12623, inc., ReT1sed 
Statutes or K1s aour1, 1929. 

CllHjr-MB 

APPROVED : 

Attorney- General 

Very truly yours, 

CHARLES .M . HOWELL, Jr. 
\ssistant Attorney-General . 


