MOTOR VEHIOLE - REGISTRATION - SHALL TRAGTORS AS DEFINED IN THE
OPERATED

MISSOURI MOTOR VEHIOLE LAW
IN CONNEOTION WITH ROAD CONSTRUCTION
WORK ON HIGHWAY] BE REQUIRED TO OARRY
REGISTRATION PLATES?
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Honoravle B. M, Casteel, Superintendent
iissouri State Highway Patrol
Jefferson Qity, Missouri

Attention: Captain L, B, Howerd,

Dear S8ir:

Your letter of inquiry, Jamuary 30, 1934,
reiative to the arrest of A, W, nocioy while operating

& tractor on highway 71 without license plates, received,
stating further this operation was not a construetion sc-
tivity since the tractor was merely being moved from a
finished road job %o a projeet about to start, and deeir-
ing an opinion as to whether or not 2 tractor, as defined
in the Hissouri Motor Vehicle law as stated herein is
required $o carry registration plates.

In reply %o your inquiry, I wil. state first
that Jection 5364, as amended by Boslion Aots of 1931 at
page 304, . ives the following definition:

“(a) The term 'motor vehiecle', when
used in this act, means any automo-
bile, automobile truck, motor bus,

truck, bus, or -propelled
paie's 14 Tl e

SE
gection 7761, R, S, Mo, 1929, says:

“(a) Every owner of a motor vehicle or
trailer, which s.all be operated or
driven upon the highways of this state,
shall, exoept as hereln otherwise ex-
pressly provided, cause to be filed, by
mail or otherwise, in the office of the
commissioner, an appliecation for registra-




Hon, H,u.Casteel -B 1/31

paragraph of

tion on & blank to be furnished by
the conmisgsioner for that purpose,

* e 08,

"(b) Upon the rtlxn? of such appli-
cation, exhibition certificate of
ownership and the payment of the fees
horotnn!tor provided, the commissioner
shall aseign & number to such motor
vehicle, and without other expense

to the tpplielnt ghall issue and de-
liver to the owner a gertificate of
registration in such form as the com-
missioner shall prescribe, and 2 mm,

gy rte L pleien, benrins

Under Section 7776, R. 8. Mo, 1939, the last
sub-gsection "b" ptoildca that

"in special cases motor vehicles whose
weight, includ loads, exceed those
herein pronorl nay bo operated under
special permiis granted as hereinafter
proﬂdﬂl - .

And paragraph "g" provides:

"“Farm tractors when using the highways
in traveling from one field or farm

to another or to or from plages of de~
livery or repair are exempt from the
provisions of this article relating

to registration and display of number
plates, but shall comply with all the
other provisions hereof,"

These parties eannot ¢laim, as an excuse that

this was a farm tractor under the last above quoted paragraph.

They cannot c¢laim that they were actually work-

ing on the highway as they had finished the work they were
working on, so that they were not in the employe of the State
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Bection 7767, R. 8. Mo. of 192G, states that
the commissioner shall issue certificates for all ears owned
by the State of Missouri and shall assign for each of such
cars two plates bearing the words "State of Missocuri, Offiecial
Car * * * * with the nuaber inserted thereon, which® plate
shall be dilnlayod on such cars when they are being used on
the highway. Yhis section also prov¥ides:

"No officer, or employe of the
municirality, county or sub-
division, or any other person
shall operate such a motor
vehicie unless same 1s marked
ag herein provided, * ¢ * »*%,

The general purpose of the law is to require
every person operating 2 "motor vehicle" ( hereinbefore de-
fined) to carry a tag or plate bearing numbers easgily identi-
fied and checked up on (in oase of ageidents or cther mishaps).
The statute should be construed accordingly and its general purpose,
when being construed, should not be overlooked,

.8o., 111 Mo, 19,

... 238.
30? Lpp. 1.0. 515,
Mo, 1.0, 16,

It is our opinion under the oircumstances detailed
and from the fagt they failed to have a speecial permit, and
that they falled to have r ar plates, or failed to fave
special license pl&toa mentioned and provided for as herein
above referred to, &s they do mot come under apny exceptions of
the law herein ro&.rrcd they would be and are required to earry
rogiatrttion plates when on the hig.uny under the facts above
enunmerated, and are liable under the law for failure to do so,

Yours very truly,

APPRUVED
GEORGE B, STROTHER
Assistant Attorney-General.
R0Y MOKITTHIOK

Attorney-General.
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