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Automobile dealer opening brench 
offices in other towns must 
register each place or business 
maintained under a different 
de aler's registration number • 

.., I 

J onu ry 30th 
1 ~ 3 4. 

Hon. B. 1. Casteel, Su~erintendent, 
'i~aouri Stat e Bt gh oy Patrol, 
Jerr r eon City, U1ssour1. 

near r . Casteel:-

l e bo~e your letter or o~e er ~7, 1933 , in which us 
cont aine d e r equest t or an opinion as r ollowa: 

"Th1a 1ues~1on in r egard to the uoe ot 
de nlera r egtatr tion pla tes hes been r a ised: 

' A dealer aa detined in 3ectlon 775~ 
H. s . llo . l92Q, whos o ho office i a in Kansa s City, 
bas opened branohea in seTer al other towna. uet 
8 Ch pl ace of bua i oeas Mainta ined by this dealer be 
ro i s t ered under a di f ferent de ler•s regi s tration 
nwaber?' 

in th1..a 
'' Than~ing you in a d~onoe tor your opinion 

tter, I na, 
YourA v• r y t ruly, 

B. • CAST ;P:L, 
Uuperintend nt, 

Dy L. B. Boward, 
Captain, Cads ., HQ Troop . • 

In oonat uing the ata tutea on t he ma tte r oboTe referred 
to e ar e not aided by any deci•1one of th1a state . The matter t na 
neTer been before our courts nor so tar ea we re abl e t o di scern 
has 1t ~een before the courts ot othe r at t ea . A study or the 
wordins of t he atetutea in question, howeyer, and an oppliootion or 
tbe rudlaontery prlno1ples or statutory construction enables ua to 
ren~er what we oona1~r t o be an e quitable nd just opinion in the 
prea1eea . 

Section 7759, Re•ised Statutes of 
in pArt as fo llows: 

as our1, 1929, proTidea 

"Seo . 7759 . I ef1n1t1ona.-- ereTer in thta 
article, or in ny prootted1ng under t bia ert1ole, the 
t ollowi ns words or terms are used, tbe7 s hall be 4eemed 



Bon. B. K. Casteel January 30, laM. 

and taken to haTe the meanings ascribed to thea 
as follows: * * * * * 'Dealer'. AD7 person, tira, 
oorporation, association, agent or sub-agent en­
gaged in the sale or exchange ot new, used or re­
constructed .ator Tehicles or tra ilers." 

Section 7764, ReTised Statutes ot Missouri , 1929, proTidea 
in pa.r t as t ollows: 

"Sec . 7764. Registration ot manutacturera 
and dealers.--(a) All manut'acturers and dealers 
shall, instead of registering each motor Tehicle 
manufactured or dealt in, make application upon a 
blank to be furnished by the commissioner for a 
diatinctiTe number tor all the .otor Tehiclea owned 
or controlled b7 such manufacturer or dealer, said 
application to contain: (1) a brief descrip tion 
ot each t7pe ot motor vehicle manufactured, or dealt 
in, including character ot the motiTe power , aaount 
thereof, stated in figures ot horsepower , and (2) 
the name and business address ot such manufacturer 
or-aiiiir;--(3) the weight an~ratea liTe load 
capacity ot oa.mercial motor Tehiclea." 

With adTertenoe to the part ot Section 7759 aboTe quoted 
we notice that the detini tion or the word "dealer" is quite broad. 
The use ot the words •agent or sub-agent" ia 111*-inatina. Ob­
Tioualy this aould not mean that eTe rr aalesll8ll working for a motor 
oar oomp&DT would haTe to haTe a separate dealer's registration. 
The only sensible meaning then is that the words muat refer to separ­
ate places ot business, or branches, of a central dealer. 

Proceeding then to the part ot Section 7764 aboTe quoted 
we see the prOYis1ons tor the reaistration ot "dealers• as defined in 
the earlier aeotion. Since it was the obvious intent ot the legis­
lature to include such branches in the datini tion ot the word "dealer", 
this proTiaion must apply to such branches. Let it further be noted 
that sUbsection (a) (2) ot Seotion 7761 proTidea that "the naa. and 
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bua1neaa a~dreaa" of the dealer ahall be turnishecl in the application . 
This 1nfo~t1on is, of course, required so that eaob registra tion 
number and ~plicate numbers may be ollooated to oars operating out 
of a einsle definite a~dress, thereby proYidlng a oheok~up for the 
Yarioua agencies of law entorooment . It will also be noted thut the 
worda "nome and business ~d~ross" are not plural1ze4 bu~ are singular, 
eT1&1no1ng the legisla tive conception that bua1nesa could only be done 
nt one a~dresa under the same rog1atra t1on number . 

The oboye reaaon1nt proceeds in haraony with the cbT1oua 
lesialot1Ye intent oncl a inoe it 1a a wellknown rule of law that, where 
possible, efteot must be given to the leg1~let1ve intent expreauod or 
implied, we teal tbot our Tiew .ust be 1n nooordance therewith. In 
other words, if a Oenler opens brsncbea in other pl oea eaoh place of 
businesa uust be unOer n different reg1atrat1on number . 

C' !JIJr:LC 

A-pproTe4: 

httorney'General. 

Very truly you rs , 

CHAS . U . !lOWELL, Jr. 
Asa1atan t Attorne7 Generol . 


