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TAXAT'IO~: Pu'ti.ication fo r s&le must be made in reaaonable time 
before date of sale under senate Bill 94 , Paws of ~o . 
1933, page 445. 

lo~emoer 3, 1934. 

Bon. Toa Carlton 
Treaaurer & Ex-Officio Collector 
Barton County 
Laaar, i Eeouri 

Dear r. Carlton: 

Acknowledgaent ia herewith aade of your request for 
an opinion of this office reading ~s follows: 

•we only bave a Yery few traota of land that 
have delinquent taxea for 1928, and our Pro­
secuting At torney bas ad~iaed ua tha t 1f we 
prepare a 11et of 1928 and 1939 taxes and 
publish the before the lua~ day of the year 
for next JoYeaber 1935 a&le, we are within 
the etatutea and I want to know if that ia 
your opinion alao. • 

A portion of soot1on 9962B , page 430, Lawa of Miasouri , 
1933, referring to the publication of the liata of delinquent 
l anda and lota, provides aa follows: 

•fhe count) col l ector ehall cauae a copy of 
auch liat of delinquent land and lots to be 
pr1ntec1 in aome newapaper of general circula­
tion and publ1ahed in the county, for three 
oonaecutiYe weeta, one insertion weekly , be­
fore auch aale, .!J;uL lJ:uU 1naert1op !.2. 2!. .!1 
~ fifteen ~ vrior ~ the first tiODday 
1a ~.,eaber. • • • • 

It appears that the object of the delin~uent list of 
lands and lots ia to aerve two purpoaea . rirat , to notify the 
del inquea• taxpayer that delinquent taxes reaain unpaid aga1nat 
h i e land &bdtthat uhl~sa the taxe6 are paid the tax certificate 
•ill be eold therefor; and ae~ond, to &dYiae any party who 
a1gbt be interested in the purchase of the delinquent t a x 
certificate as to the location of the land for which the certi-
ficate is to be aold, and the amount of taxes, penalties and 
ooata due thereon. It abould be kept in aind that the purpoae 
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of &DJ notice ehould haye eoae reasonable relation t o the trane­
action or proceeding of which it purporta to giYe notice, and 
UDleae such rel a tionehip exiata the notice will ha•e failed to 
eerYe ita purpoao. 

While it 1a true that the foregoing section proY1dea 
that the l as t publication shall be a t least fifteen d&J & prior 
to the F1ret ~on~aJ of ~oYember, tbia proYiaion mu t be giYen a 
reatonable conetruot1on ao·aa to effect the purpose conteaplate4 
by the legisl&tiYe aot. It was undoubtedly intended bJ the 
Legislature that the l ast publication ebot~d be ~de on some d&J 
between the 13th and 20th of October. 4 publ ic tion ao a4e would 
g ive the delinquent ta~paJer a laat op ortunity 1n which to 
raise a fund auff1cient to redeea his proper ty, a nd would &lao 
notify prospectt•• bidder • of ~he sale • r •asonable t1•• prior 
to the aale, eo tha t they could aake neceeaarJ arrange ·enta ~ 
appear and bi d a t the sale. The notice ee suggested \n your 
co unioation would be ent1t~~- unconstitutional for et•ber of 
the obJeota suggeated bccauee to great a time elapses between 
t he date of the publ ication of the notice and the date of the sale. 
true , such a conatruction a1gbt be placed upon the bare words of 
the statute, bui ae et~t&d in the c ase of Otate ex rel . ••· 
Truateea of 1111~ Jewell Colleg~, 234 ,o. 299-31!, ouoting fro• 
~utherland on Statutory Conetruotion: 

•• • •• A tLing which 1a within the object, 
ap1r1t and the aoaning of the atatuie 1• aa 
muoh within the atatute aa if it were wtih1n 
the letter. COnYeraely, a thing which 1s not 
within the intent an4 apirlt of a atatute 1c 
not within the atatute, tho b ith1n the 
letter. •• 

In our opinion tbie proY1alon of senate 
be giYcn a reasonable oonatruction, one which will 
purpoae of the act . ia etated in Bower a ••· ~ansa 
ser•tce Coapany , 41 s. w. (2d) 810- 815: 

Bill 94 muet 
effectuate the 
City Publ ic 

•• • •In conatru1Dg a atatute, the cour' 
auat, tf poaalble, giYe effect to the whole 
and e•ery part thereof, proY1ded the inter­
pretation r~ached ta reaaon&ble, and DOt 1n 
contliot w1tb the lagi alati•e intent. • • •• 
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The oonetrucdon auggested 1n youz co un1oat1on !a1la 
to • t1ety either of the requ1rea nts of the foregoing rule. 

CQIC~USIQI, 

It 1e therefore the opinion ot tb1a off1·oe tha t the 
publication aug eated in your letter would be inauff 1o1ent and 
would not be a yal1d foundation for a l awful a le next Hove ber 
of del1nqueAt tax~s unJer the pro~1e1one of a~nate Bill 94• page 
435 et aeq. La•a of Uias~uri. 1933. 

APPROV D: 

ROY McX:1t.tr1ok 
Attorney General 

Hl. : )b( 


