
0.:'r_Ee. TOWN S ex VILLAGE S: Publication of notice to contractors for 
bids must be in accordance with SEetio~ 
13745. R. S. Mo. 1929. 

November 1 . 1934. 

don . Carl £ . Calvert 
Repr esentative ot Clark Count7 
Kahoka. Yiaaour1 

Dear tAr . Cal vert: 

F l L- -

li~~ j 

Your letter of uctober 17~ 1934 . aupol emen t ed by your 
let t er ot Oc tober 25th. r~ceived. wi t h request for an opinion 
on the questions submitted t herein. e are herewith setting 
forth bot h ot said lett era. as follows: 

( vc t ober 17t) 
•r am wri t lno 70u or your off ice in behalt 
ot my c onstituents; ~yor. Council nen and 
Citizens of the City of Kanoka. r4o . 

"Tl"'ey are about in the act t o P'lbl1ah notice 
t o bidder s in t heir P. 1 . A. 7ork of the 
construction ot a Public Sewerage system. 
They having c ontracted with u. s. Govern­
ment loan t o carry and construct a Public 
Sewerage tor wi thin the City of ~hoka . 

1iaaoJri; amounting in t he aum ot i- 35 . 000 . 
00 and a orant. Sect ion 17074 does not 
atate t he number or weeka t hat t~e Uotice 
c ontractor - bidders should be published. 
to a ppear i n a weekly newapaner. 

" A wri t ten opi nion coming trom your ot f iee 
would be much appreciated . and requested 
f or the r oaaon the Ci ty ie contracting with 
the Government.• 

( October 25th) 
"I a :u sorry t o have furn ished you inadequate 
intor~tion in my l etter of vctober 17 . 
1934 relative t o leng t h ot t he p~riod ot 
a dvert i ain6 tor bids on a municipal project 



Ron. Carl h . Calvert -2- November 1. 1934. 

in a f ourth class city. 

"As you w.ay know i t seems t hat lesal quea­
tions pertaining to en&ineering matters 
are not within the scope ot every day 
practice of la1r7era in small cities. and 
information which hae been gathered on 
the above matter is some hat contradictor7. 
Therefore . i n order that _, Ci ty ma7 be 
correct. I am attempting t o be core ex­
plicit in my request. 

"The s i tuati on is ae follows: 

"1. tahoka . Mi ssouri is a Ci t.J ot the 
fourth claaa. 

2 . irect Obligation bonds have been voted 
tor the c onstruction or a sewer system 
and disposal plant . 

3. Plan e and specifications have been pre­
p&l'ed. 

4 . The e stimated coat of the pro j ect ia 
47.000. 

5 . ine J • • A. has approved t ho project 
and made the allotment t or it. 

6. There are three weekly newspapers i n the 
City of Kahoka . 

7 . The P • . 1. A. standard requirements aa to 
adverti s ing tor oids is that on all pro­
ject. ' Notice to Contractors' (advertise­
ment tor bids) must be published for two 
weeks orior t o the r eceiving and opening 
or bids . 

8 • • bat ia the State requ1reQent relative 
to the length of time which aucb adver­
tisement must be published( I n other 
words . does the •dvertisement ' Notice to 
Contractors• have to be published 1n two . 
three. tou~ or more. c onsecutive weekly 
issues of a local newspaper : ~lao doea 
it have to be published 1n a newspaper 
having a minimum _irculation of any 
stated figure t • 
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\\'e note that the City or Kahoka, a city of the fourth 
cla ee, has voted direct obl i 0ation bonds tor t he c ontruction 
of a sewer system and disposal plant; that t he plana and 
epeciticationa have been prepared and the eatimated coat ot 
t he project ie 47 , 000. Your i nquir7 is: 1bat do the 111ssour1 
statutes requ ire as t o the length of ti~e advertisements tor 
bids or noticeo to contra ctor s shoul d be published, the number 
of weekly insert ions , a nd whet her said publications should be 
published i n a newspaper having a minimum circulati on or not ~ 

I t ie our opinion that Sec t ion 13745, R. s. Mo . , 1929, 
is applicable t o the questions aubmi tt d in 70ur lett er; which 
section is a~ tollowa: 

• No c ontract shal l be made b7 an of ficer 
ot t hia state or any board or organization 
existing under the laws or this state or 
under the charter, laws or ordinances ot 
any political subdivision thereof, having 
t he expend! ture ot public funds or money a 
pr ovided by appropriation trom thia state 
i n whole or in part. or raiaed in whole 
or in part by taxation under the l awa ot 
this atate, or of any political subdivi­
s i on thereof containing 500,000 inhabitants 
or over, tor the erection or construction 
or any building , i mprovement. alteration 
or repair , the t otal coat ot which shall 
exceed the sum of ten t housand dollars, 
until publ ic bide therefor are requested 
or solicited by advertising t or ten da7s 
i n one paper in the count)' in whi ch the 
work ia located; and if the coat ot the 
work contemplated shall exceed thirty-
five t housand do llars , the aame shall be 
a dvertised tor ten days in the county 
paper of the count,. in which the work is 
located, and in addition thereto shall 
a lao be advertised tor ten days i n two 
daily papers or t he atate having not l e as 
than fi f ty thouaan~ daily circulation} 
and i n no case ahall any contract be award­
ed when the alllOunt appropria t~d for aaae 
ia not a~ficient to entirely complete the 
work ready for aervice. The number ot ~ch 
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•public oida shall not be r estricted or 
curtailed, out shall be open to all 
peraona complying w1 th the terms upon 
whlch such bids are requeated or 
solicited. • 

e think that the publication should be 1n accordance 
with this aection. Ot course you Should follow the requirement• 
of the ordinance u. s t o the publication of notice to contrac tora, 
if such require~ent ia made in the ordinance, and you should 
also t ollow the Public . orka ~dministration standard requirement• 
as to advertiaiD6 tor bide, whi ch, as you atated in Jour letter, 
must be publi shed tor two consecu tive weeks prior to t he open­
ing and receiving ot the bids. I nasmuch as t he work contemplated 
wil l exceed thirty-f ive t housand dollars, the aa~e should be 
published t or ten days 1n the county paper ot the county in 11h.ich 
the work is located, and this means at least tor two consecutive 
weeks; and i n addition thereto ahall also be advertiaed tor ten 
days in two daily papers ot the state. having not leas than f1!tJ 
thousand dailJ circulation, the tirat i nsertion i n each instance 
to be at least ten day s prior to the day or letting. 

e do not have all or the proceedi ngs or the t ranscript 
wr ich you are required to furnish to the State Audi tor, yet we 
think that trom the atateznents outlined in 7our letters that it 
you will t1llow the proviaiona or ection 1~745, supra, no 
questions can be raised as to the legality or t he noticea to 
t he contractors . 

If there is anything further we ahall be glad t o comply 
with your request. 

APPROVED: 

RoY Kcl\l.T f HlCX 
Attorney-General. 

BBB:EO 

COVELT It . BE I'n 
Assistant Attorney- General. 


