GAME AND FISH SEPAITMENT: Hunting license not required to kill
rabbits on own premises,

Hon., Wwilbur C, Buford
Commissioner

(lame and Fish epartzent
Jefferson City, Hissourli

Dear Yr, Fuford:

This Department is in receipt of your letter of
Leceamber th, 1933, with request for an opinion, which letgter
ieg .8 follows:

"This Departuent 1s desirous of knowing
the following: 'is a hunting license
necessary for the rale of rabuits, alive
or dead, when killed or caught on one's
own premises, leased or owned, and when
a sale is not made on sald premises.

For example, a man kills or traps rabbits
on his own farm, takes tnea to town,
offers them for sale, must he then have
a hunting license.'"

Your qu-stion may be divisible into two parts: rirst;
whether or not a person has a right to kill or take rabuigse
under the conditions set forth in your letter without a hunting
license. Secondly; whether, after he: has killed or taken the
rabolts, they may be sold at some nlace other than the preslses
where they; are taken or killed,

Section HEH4 X, S. Moo, 1989, provides az follows:

"llesident licenses shall be lsesued as
county reslident licenses and state
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fishing
préoviso:

resident licenses. . county resident

license shall entitle the hoclder to hunt

and fish in the county wherein such license

is lssued and any adjoining county. A

state resident license shall entitle the
holder to hunt and fish in all countlee in

the state of lMissourl. Any person who has been
a bbna ide resident of this state for six
wonths last past may secure a license for
himself or herself by filing his or her
aifidavit with any county clerk or the license
collector of tre¢ vlity of :5t. Loals, stating
his or her name, a.e, place of residence, post
office address, the color of his or her hair
and eyes, and the fact whether he or she can
or cannot sign his or her own hame, and paying
tc sald clerk the sum of one dollar for
license to hunt and fish in the county where
he or she resides and any county adjoining
same, or two and fifty one-hundrodths dollars
(12,60) for a state license: Provided, that

this section shall not ap-ly to owners and
E‘_:omnﬁ——f?_o_ 3 Toats, seed cxpiustvels Pa
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who may hunt and fish on own or leased
Tands, L}Ej_“i sbtalplng 8 llsenss: Frovided
that no female nor minor who are resident
citizens of this state shall be required to
take out a fishing license; and provided
further, that no perason shall be required to
take out a fighing license to fish in the
water within the boundarics of the county in
which he resides; but nothing herein shall be
8c construed as to permit a person to fish

in any county other than that in which he
resides without first taking ocut a fishing
license as provided in this article.”

it will be seen by the above section that a hunting and

license is not required of persong coming under this

"that this section shall not apply to owners and
tenants of farm lands, used exclusively for
agricultural purposes and members of ghelr
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farilies under the age of twenty-cne years,
who may hunt and fish on their own or leased
lands, without obtaining a license:"

'herefore, replying to the first part of izur question,
will say that no license is necezsary to take or kill the rabbits
by the owner of the premises or the tenant occupying same, or

members of gtheir fazilies under the age of twent years,
where the farm lands are used exclusively for agricultural
purposes.

The ordinary raboit is not protected by any of the fish
and game statutes and there is no closed season for same under
Section 32383 which section i1s as follows:

"ilt shall be unlawful, for any person to kill
any fur-bearing wild animalas, or take, have
in possession, offer for sale, sell, Largain
for, transport or ship the same or any part
thereof, or their pelts, at any time except
during the period between Novexber 16th and
Lecember 3let of each year, and January lst
to Januar; 15th of the followinyg year, ex-
cept as is otherwise provided for in this
article: Provided, however, that pelts
which have been manufactured for commercial
uses, wearing apparel or ornanent or for
sclentific purposes legally permitted, shall
not be subject to the restrictions and lini-
tations imposed in this article for wild
animals and pelgs before they have been
legally acquired. Any person violating any
of the provisions of this section shall,
upon convictlion, be guilty of a misdemeanor,"

And further, JSection 8242 R, S, Ho., 1989, designates name what
are fur-bearing animalg, and rabbites are not included therein,

it 18, therefore, the opinion of this Department that
a hunting license is not required for the sale of rabulite, alive
or dead, when killed or caught by the owner or tenant of farm
lands, used exclusively for agrieultural purposes, and members
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of thelir fam.lles under the aje of twenty-one years; and
they may be sold on or off the premises without first securing
& hunting license,

Very truly yours,

COVELL K, HEWITT
Assistant Attorney-ieneral,

AP PROVED:

attorney~General

CRH#.0




