
ShCR3TARY OF STATE: 
RECORDER OF DE~DS : 
OFFICERS : Commissions should not issue to persons 

claiming to have been elected to the 
office of Recorder of Deeds in counties 
having less than 20 1 000 population. 

j ) -~ 
December 8 , 1934 

honorable Dwight H. rlrown 
uecretary of State 
Jefferson City 
.t..issouri 

Dear Mr . Brown: 

This depa r tment acKnowledges receipt of 
your letter dated December 6,1934 , as follows: 

" 'rhia office is now receiving from 
the Clerks of the County Courts of 
the several counties of the state , 
lists of the elected county officers, 
for the purpose of obtaining Com­
miftsions through this of f ice . 

So~e of the counties with a popu­
lation of less than 20 , 000 are 
requesting Commissions for a Recor­
der of U6eds . The requests state 
that such officers were elected on 
tho 6th day of November,l934 . The 
l ifty- seventh Oeneral Assembly at it ' s 
regul ar session passed an Act ,whlch 
ls f ound on page 360 of the Laws 
of that year , which provided that 
the Clerks of the Circuit Courts 
shall be ex- oLficio rieoorders i n 
their reapect1vo counties , except 
in counties containing 20 ,000 or 
more . This seems to eliminate the 
of ficers known ns Recorder of 
Deeds in the county of l e s s than 
20 ,000 . 



Honorable Dwight rl . Srown - 2- December 8 1 1934 

I desire your orficial opinion as 
t o whether or not we shoul d issue 
a Co~iss1on to Recorder of Deeds 
in counties lees than 20 ,000. 
-ill you kindly advise at the 
earliest pos eible date . " 

~eotion 11528 Laws of tiasouri 1933 1 at 
page 360 , r eada as follows& 

" <ec .ll528 . Circuit clorko to se rve 
in certain counties . -
The clerks of the c1rou1t courts 
shall be ex officio r ecorders in 
t heir r espective count ies, except 
in counties containing 20 . 000 
inhabitants or more . " 

In op1n1ona heretofore issued b.1 t his 
department we have assumed the c onstitution ality of the 
sect1on of the law above quoted, withou t directly passing 
on the same , and that 1s the policy of this office at this 
time. 

~e therefore advise t hat you should refuse 
to issue comm1a a1ona to peroons cla1•ing to havo been 
elected t o the office or Recorder of Deeds at t he November, 
1934, e lection 1n oountioa containing l eas than 20 , 000 
inhabitants. 

APPHOV Dz 

ROY ch. IT'l'RICK 
Attorney General. 

Yours ver;, truly 1 

G ILcl..RT LM.lu 
Assi stant Attorney Oeneral 


