
ELECTIONS: Be g l nnlnci or t e r ms or Senator and Con greeemen e~ect. 

ovember 15 . 1934 . 

---
F 1 L F G 

J onorable Dwight H. Brown 
Secretary or Stat e 
Jef f erson City . Missouri 

Lear ... r . lirown : 

II 

This 1s to acknowledge rece1 ~Z of your reques t for 
an opinion. dated hovember 14t h . 1934 . whi ch lett er of 
r equest is as follows: 

"Fet erring t o r ecent conyersation . will 
you please furnish us a writ t e n opi nion 
r egarding the date on whi ch our United 
States ~nator and Congressmen will 
take or fice. " 

Your inquiry nece ssarily r e t era to t h e Twentieth 
Amendment to the Constitution of t he United ~tates. which 
a mendmen t was proposed to t he legisla~a ot the several 
states bJ t he seventy-second Congre s s on the 3d day or r eh . 
1932 . and waa de clar ed 1n a Proc lamation bJ the secretary or 
St a te . dated t he 6th day of ebruary. 1g33• to baYe been 
ratified bJ the l egislatures of t he requisite number of state s . 
t o - wit . three -fourths of t he whole number ot atatea i n the 

1ted States; wh1eh Twentieth mendment. as f ound in Uni ted 
States Statutes at Large. 72d Con~ress. 1931- 1933. Vol. •7 . 
Part 2. pa3e 256g. is a s follows: 

"secti on 1. The terms of the Presi dent 
a nd Vi ce Pres ident shall end at noon on 
the 20t h daJ of January. and the t erma 
of .;..ena t ors and Repr esenta t ive s at n oon 
on the 3d day or January . or t he 7•&r s 
in which such ter~ woul d have ended if 
this article had not been r a tified ; a nd 
t he t er ms of their successors Shall then 
begin . 
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" Sec. 2. The Congress shall assemble at 
leaat once in every year. and such meet­
ing shall begin at noon on the 3d day ot 
J'anuaey. unleaa they shall by law ap point 
a different da7. 

"See. 3. If. at the time fixed tor the 
beginning or the tera or the President. 
the President elect shall h nve died. tbl 
Vice President elect ahall become Presi­
dent. If a President shall not have 
been ohoaen before the t .ime fixed tor 
the beginning of hia term. or it the Preai­
dent elect ahall have tailed to qualif7• 
then the Vice President elect ahall act 
aa Preaident until a President shall have 
qualified; and the Congress may by law 
provide tor the eaae wherein neither a 
Preaident elect nor a Vice Preaident elect 
shall have qualified. declaring who ahall 
then act aa President. or the manner in 
which one who is to act ah&ll be selected. 
and such peraon ahall act aecord1ngl7 until 
a Preaident or Vice President ahall have 
qualified. 

8 See • .f.. The Congress may by law provide 
tor the oaae ot the death of any of the 
persona from whom the House ot Representa­
tives may choose a Preaident whenever the 
right of choice aball have devolved upon 
them. and tor the case of the death or an7 
of the peraona from whom the Senate may 
choose a Vice President whenever the right 
ot choice shall have devolYed upon t~a. 

•s.c. 5. sectiona 1 and 2 shall take effect 
on the 15th day of Oe tober following the 
ratification of this article . 

•s.c . 6. Thia article shall be inoperative 
unleea 1 t shall have been ratified aa &D 
a~endment to the Conatitution b7 the le&ia­
laturea of three-fourths of the several 
States within seven 7eara trom the date of 
ita aubmiaaion." 
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It is. thererore. our opinion that the t erma or the 
United States Senator e l ect and the ~epreaentativea elect. 
will begin at noon on t he 3d day of Januar7. • D. 193a. 

A 0 PR ovr..D : 

CRH :EG 

ROY McKi.'l'TRICK 
At torney-ueneral. 

Very truly yr ura. 

COVELL R. HEWITT 
Asalatant At t orney- General . 


