
SOLDIERS' BONUS: Right of veteran to receive bonus with 
what exemption. 

I~ 

August 3, 1934 

Honorabl e B. • Brown 
Adjutant General 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear ...r • Brown: 

You r request for an opinion dated July 28, 
1934 is aa tollowst 

provides: 

'~our opinion is requested as to whe­
ther a veteran would be entitled to 
receive a Bonus trom Jl1asouri U bo 
claimed exemption on the grounds ot 
'agriculture and maintenance or a 
dependent sister.• He served 1n t he 
army four 'Uontha and was discharged 
because he wae engaged 1n agricul­
ture.• 

Article IV Section 44b lssouri Constitution 

"The General Aeaembly Shall have oower, 
tor purposes or paying to each bona ~ 
resident of the State of Kiseoltrl who 
s erved honorably 1n tho military or naval 
forces ot the United States ot America at 
any time betwoen the sixth day ot April, 
nineteen hundred and seventeen,and the 
eleventh day of Bovember , n1noteen hundred 
and eighteen* ~ * provided no p erson 
shall be entitled to receive the bonus 
herein provided who was not a bona !ide 
resident or the State of Aiasouri at 
loaet during the twelve months prior to 
the sixth day ot April , nineteen hundred 
seventeen, or who baa received a state 
bonus !rom any other s tate in the Union." 
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The Legislature , pureuant thereto.did pass a law 
and Section 9 or a aid law aa amended 07 lawa ot 1931. page 140 • 
providea : 

"It shall be the duty ot the adjutant- general 
to determine aa expeditioual'J ae poaai bl e the 
persons who are entitled to the p~enta UDder 
this act and to make such pa1J10nta 1n the manner 
herein preser1bod. Applications t or such p&J• 
ment shall be tiled with tbe adjutant-general 
an or before December 31 , 1932~and at aueh 
place or places ae the adjutant-general ma7 
deaig:nate and upon blanks turniahed by the ad• 
Jutant-general: Provided turthor . the 
adjutant-~neral ihall Save the :uier 
to adopt 1 proper rules and:re ___ i!iana 
not lncani!"itont herewith to carnto 
erloct th8 provtslona of tlii'a actJ ii'i'r 
prov!aed7urther , that alrol" ricers -of 
the a tate or ~ count,. and any city or 
town ~erei.n are hereby directed to rurntah 
f ree or charge , in wr1 t1ng , any 1n!'ormat1on 
that the r ecorda 1n h1a otf1ee m&'J die• 
close relative to t he identity , place 
and period of residence and the war ser­
vice qf any soldi er claiming a p~ont . 
under t nia act • whonover auch information 
is required bJ the adjutant-general or 
an7 person making an application t or euch 
bonus or any part thereot; and . any ap­
plication f or bonus heretof ore tiled and 
rejected may be filed betore the adjutant• 
general and bJ him again heardJ and 1f 1 t 
a ppears vbnt the rejection ot tbe clat. 
waa erroneous. tho r ejection ma7 be set 
aside~ and the clai m allowed and paid; · 
and provided turther that no department 
of the state gove~nt shall employ an7 
clerks f or the pur~oae or carrying out 
the provisions of this act • except the ad­
jutant-general shall amplo'J an ezamln~r 
ot soldier bonus ela1Jils and one eteno­
grapher tor the handlina of claims . " 

e tlnd nothing in the Conetitut1on or Act pursu­
ant thereto that apec1t1cal l'J excludes t hose who claimed and 
were allowed exemption trom aorv1ce atter having s erved a pDrtion 
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ot time honorably as aold1era . 

It is our opinion such a retirement trom tho ser­
vice could not be said to be 1n law dishonorable so long as the 
applicant ia possessed with an honorable discharge which shows 
upon ite face that said veteran served between upril s. 1917 
and lovomber 11. 1918. All veterans who served honorably 
within the purview ot the Constitution and statutes pursuant 
thereto, were discharged with an honoPable dischar ge . Bo vete­
r ans should claim without evidence or an honorable discharge 
paper, which is r eadily recognizable. Proof ot honorable ser-
vice w1 thout proof ot an honorable discharge is not w1 thin the 
contemplation of the Constitution and statutes pursuant thereto , 
and such c laims ehould be disallowed. 

APPROVSD: 

BOY clCIT r.i.'RICi 
Attorney General . 

\":OS : H 

Respecttu~ly submitted, 

• m. ORR SAWY .... .ti8 
Aaaiatant Attorney General. 


