
ElECTIONS: Under Section 10267a not necessary for the Board 
of Election Commissioners to print ballots for 
the Socialis t Party in the County of St. Louis . 

June 28 , 1934 

---. Ba.ur & York 
Attorneys a t Law 
516- 516 St a t National Lif.e .t.iu1ld1ng 
Four lorth Ei ( hth Street'\ 
St. Louia 1 Uiaaour1 · 
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Gentlemen: 

Thia De partment acknowledges receipt of your letter 
of June 15, requesting an opinion based on the facta containod 
1n your letter, aa tollowa a 

•The Secretary of the c1al1st Party of 
t he Connty of St. J..ouis has asked e to 
write you for an opinion concerning the 
election laws- in order that t ho a&14 
Party may not lose their place on the 
ballot thla coming • ovember. Br iefly the 
facta are t heses 

The membership of the Socialist Party met 
1n Convention and no~ated their cand1• 
dates . The filing f ee waa paid by the 
candidates t o the proper Party at f1c1ala 
and the declaration of intent ion with t he 
receipt for tho flling feea baa been f iled 
w1th the Board of lection Com~iaaionora 
for t he County o~ St. Lou1a . 

fhe persona in charge of t he office of 
the Board of lec tion Co~iasionera state 
that aa an act of economy, and • lnce all 
of the Soe1al1at Party c&Dd1datee baYe 
been nominated, it would not be neceasa~ 
to havo ballots of and for the Soe1al1at 
Party printed and at the el ect ion polls 
on the Primary El ection Day. Wb.ll e the 



Baur & York - 2- Juno 18, 1934 

Soc1al1at Party 1a at no t~e 1n favor 
ot the needless expenditure of ~oney, 
the queat1on ariaea from the wording of 
the ve.r1oua atatutea on el ections, whether 
or not , 1n tne event that the Socialist 
Party baa no ballots 1n the Pri.ary lec­
t1on, therefore, they would receive no 
~otes 1n the Primary, hence might not be 
entitled to be placed on the ticket 1n 

ovember. 

Will you kindly give ua your opinion 
respecting the above!" 

Section 10267 Revised Statutes laaouri 1929 govern• 
the manner ot preparing the tickets tor the Pr~ Election 
and the manner or voting. In l93S the General Aaaeably or 
lasouri added a new aeotion doalgnated as Section 10267&1 at 

page 1.38 or the Lawa ot AS.aaouri 1933. aa14 aectlon being aa 
tollowas 

" enever any person shall have flled aa a 
candidate tor nomination upon a party ticket 
which, at the last preceding election tor 
Governor, shall have cast lea a than 5 per 
cent or the total vote caat tor Governor 1n 
such election, and men not more than one 
poraon shall have tiled aa a candidate for 
any ort ice on auch party ticket, DO ballot 
shall be printed r or the prt.ary el~ctian 
aa herein provided unlesa upon petition ot 
at least 10 per cent or the voters voting 
in the county at said preceding election 
tor Governor. hen Do ballots are printed 
aa hereinbefore provided , the candidates 
tiling declarationa and who are unoppoaed 
shall be certif ied, aa by this chapter pro­
vided, as t he nom1nees o£ auch par~ eaat-
1ng leaa t han 5 per cent ot the vote ot 
the atate. " 

You atate 1n your l etter that the candidates ot the 
Socialist Party have tiled their declarations, paid t ho filing 
teea and except for the a bove quot ed aect1an lDuld be 
entitled to have ballots pr epared representing their Party. 
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The question ar1eee mathematically whether or not the Social• 
iat Part7 caat a total vote or f ive per cent or moro or the 
total vote cast tor Governor iD 1933. The approx~te 
total vote cast tor Governor 1n t he 1938 General Election 1a 
1,597,979, the total ~ote cast by the Soc ialist par ty 1D 
the same election ia approx±matel7 10,921, tbua it la readll7 
aacertatnable t hat the Soo1al1at Party 1n the State ot ~·­
aour1 or in your county cast lese than tivo per cent ot the 
total vote for Governor. 

COICLUSIOI. 

Aaamzdng that ten per cent or t he voters voting 1n 
the County of St . Louis at the laat General Election ot 1932 
have not petitioned requesting that ballots be printed tor 
the Prt.mary El ection for the Soc1al1at Party, we are or the 
opinion that no t allota should be printed tor the Soc1al1at 
Ticket in the coming Pr~mary Klection. 

APPROVED: 

BoY J».c~I'l"rRlCf 
Attorney General 

0 lhLC 

Reepect~ully submitted, 

OLLIV.ER • BOL .B 
Aaa1atant Attorney General, 


